Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



II 



ilSi'^^®^ SOLD BY ""^^VS 



fa 



SOLD BY ^'^^el 

^v^er JOHN STONE, %-^ 
W Printer, Bookfeller, and Sutioner; ^^^ 

:^^(5^ DEALER IN ^^ 

1^^ PERFUMERY, COSMETICS akd MEDICINES ; d^ I 

p SHEPTON.MALLET : Sp 

1^ OF WHOM MAY BE HAD, (f^ . 

^^m. BOOKS in all Languages, Arts and Sciences. ^^^^ 
'^'l'^© g:Jr COPPER-PLATES neatly worked off. «^ 
•^^j^i^Cj HandBills expeditioufly printed, -j®^ '^'^^ 



A- 



-••i-L 



r 



BODLEIAN LIBRARY 

The gift of 

Miss Emma E L Dunston 




■^ < ■ -L, * ■ • - 




^ 



^■^—f 
i^i"i»"»" 



THE 

SIAMESE TALES. 



*.l 



... .. I'l < < { r . 



' I 




■iV-^ 



THE 

SIAMESE TALES: 

BBXNO A 

COLLECTION OF STORIES 

TOLD TO THB 

SON OF THE MANDARIN 

SAM-SIB, 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENGAGING HIS MIND 

IN TBI. 

LOVE OF TRUTH AND VIRTUE. 

WITUAK 

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

or 

THE KINGDOM OF SIAM. 

To which is added 
THE PRINCIPAL MAXIMS 

OF THB 

TALAPOINS. "^ 

> » 

TRANSl^ATED FROM THE SIAMESE. 



From Men«m*t orient Stream that nltfet]/ lUnet 
vnth inftct lampt.' 

fBOMSON. 



LONDON: 

r&INTtD FOB VBBNOR AND HOOD, BiRCHtN LANS, 

COBNHILL ; AND CHAMPAMTB AND WHXTBOWy 

JBWBY-STBBETy ALDCATB. 



\ 



«»»iq> M ii<| m ipi ii Q )»4.« 

1796. 



CONTENTS. 



•»► 



IPage 
NTRODUCTION _ — — 
Hiftorical Account of the Kingdom of Siam x 
Commencement of the Siamefc Talcs — 1 7 
StorjTof the Golden Lawrey — — a6 
Continuation of the Story of the Golden 

Lawrey — — — "— 45 

Story of the Silver Key — — ■- S^ 
Continuation of the Stofy of the Silver 

Key — — — -^ — 65 
The Golden Book with many Leaves — 73 
Story of Ching Quaw, the little bandy- 

legged Taylor — ^ — — 87 

Hiftory of the Two Young Merchants 93 
Story of the Unjuft Mandarin - ^ -^ xo8 
Continuation of the ptory of the Unjuft 

Mandarin — — — — 123 
Commencement of the Second Part — 133 
Hiftory of Radab the Merchant — 135 

Continuation of the Hiftory of Radab 

. the Merchant — — — 14* 

Hiftory of TheAma, Kihg of the Defolate 

Ifland - — — — — 148 
Continuation of the Hiftory of Thef-ma, 

King of the Defolate Ifland — 166 

^tory of Aflbun the Camel driver — 176 
The principal Maxims of the Talapoins, 
tranflated from the Siamcfe - — 195 



■1 I' / i -ir r,i i sc 



INTRODUCTION 



«.«C; 



^m^mm 



IN offering thefc Talcs to. the Public, 
the author has been chiefly actuated by 
an ardent defirc to promote the love of 
virtue through the medium of fiction. 
Certain it is, that the novelty of fable ren- 
ders it the more interefting toyoxith, and 
more forcibly attra<5ts their attention; the 
fcene is therefore laid in a country where 
the manners of the people arc curious, 
and but litde known. Such intelligence 
as could be procured, has been carefully 
felefted. — To miflead a young reader 
would be inexculable. — The account of 
the kingdom of Siam is as corre<5t as the 
relation of travellers will admit, and is 
divefted of many improbabilities, which, 
however entertaining in the talcs thcm- 
. ielves, ihould not be found in an hiflori- 

cal relation. 

To 



u. INTRODUCTION* 

■ x«r txcagnc ate jrfjuiig rcmicrj BllQl 

to inftrud: him> is the wiih of the Author 
of the SiAMBSB Tales> and his fatisfkc* 
don wift be compbsat^ 10 tie mtfelligent 
parent, who may ch^ce to perufe this 
little volume for the, &kc^ of his young 
familjTf (hould exclaim, '^ My dear chil- 
dren, this b agood booii^ and you may 
reiid:^ir ta adramage/* 
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KINGDOM OF SIAM, 



ON the fouth-weft of the peninfula of 
India, beyond the Ganges,, h the 
kingdom of Siam, bounded on the eaft 
by high mountams, which feparate it from 
the kingdom of La-os, and on the north 
and weft by others which divide it from 
Pegu and Aya, through which double 
chain, runs the Menam river, (fignifying 
in the Siamefe language) mother water, 
remarkable for the vaft multitude oif 
beautiful infefts called fire flies * which 
make their appearance on its banks in the 

night. 

* Thefe nocturnal infc£ts are called lanthom 
flies ; they have a hood or ' bladder on their 
heads whkh gives a light like a lanthofn io the 
night, but by daylight is clear and tranfparent, 
curioully adorned with flripet of a- red and green 
colour. 

B The 



2 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

Thecityof Siam is fituated in N. kt. 
i4dcg. 1 8m. and E. long. loodcg. 55 m. 
in the middle of fcveral fmaller iflands. 
The river Menam meets it by different 
channels, and the king's palace ftands to 
the north, on the canal which embraces 
the city. The circuit of the walls nearly 
inclofe the whole ifle, the ftreets are long 
and ftrait, planted with trees, and paved 
with bricks, the houfes low, mofUy built 
with wood, and the whole city is watered 
with canals like thofe at Venice, the other 
chief cities are Bancok, Me-tac, Cam- 
peng, and Laconcevao. The king of 
Siam has a country houfe -called Tlec 
Pouflbne, or Rich Sea, a few miles from 
Louoo, a little town, where he chicfiy 
refides. 

. • ■ \ 

THE CLIMATE, SOIL, SEASONS, &c. 

The foil of this country is rendered 
very fertile by the mud, which the rain 
waters carry down from the mountains, 
and produces qtiemtities of rice, and all the 
delicious fhiits of the eaftern countries. 

ANIMAL 
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• • 

day in the" year, formerly ufed to fct his 
hand to the plough^ but this cuftom is 
now almoft difpenied with, the ceremony 
being kft to a pcrfon who is called Oc-ya 
or king of the rices he rides to the place 
mounted on an ox, and ever afterwards 
is fupported without labour. 

The finit of this country is of a de- 
lightfiil flavor; among which are the 
foum-rou, or chryftal orange, the banana, 
a fort of fig, but greener and longer, the 
mango, participating of the peach and 
apricot, and the tamirind* whole agreeable 
acid is well known in Europe, 

• 

CHARACTER. 

The Siamefc arc a good people, and 
hold vice in deteftation from principle ; 
they are almoft ftrangers to drunkennefe, 
and thofe crimes which have found their 
way into more polifhed countries. They 
extend die fifth commandment in a gene- 
ral view, and honour and rcfpeft old age 
in all ranks. Begging is very rare and 
ihameful among them, and in this coun- 
try 
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try diftioncfly is punifiicd more fevercly, 
by lafting ignominy, than by the fevcrity* 
of the law. The Siamefe arc courteous, 
and polite, and live in the greateft do- 
meftic union with each other. Their 
children are remarkable for their do- 
cility, and fwcetnefs of difpofition, and- 
have the rnofl: unbounded love for their 
parents, who make thcmfelves mofe ef-' 
teemed than feared; they educate them^ 
in an extreme modeily, and they are 
uflially fent, when very young, to a con- 
vent of Talapoins, or prieft^, where they 
are taught in the Balic, or ancient Siamefe 
tongue, the principles of nfiprality, and 
the ^ihles^i^f Sommona Codom, ihe:good* 
Genii of this cpuntry ; in nothing are the 
Siameie more worthy of example, thai 
in the care they t^e of the education of 
. their children. > 

Thefe people have, however, like» 
other nations, the lights and (hades of cha^ 
radter, they are moftly timid, weak and 
inconftant, fometimes avaricious, fidbtle 
and deceitful, but their moral laws, are 

B 3 finely 
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4 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

finely calculated to oppofc and fupprefs 
the inclinations of the vicious. 

The Siamefe are rather of a fmall fize, 
but very well prop6rtk>ned; their feces 
are of an oval form^ and their complex- 
ions of a reddiih brown ; their teeth are 
blackened by art, and their hair is of the 
lame colour, and very long. The wo- 
men are finely made, and have a very 
^ptivating addreis. 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. 

It is the cuflom of the Siamefej to 
9»rry when very young $ the bridegroom 
vifits the lady three times previous to the 
isj, to carry her prefenta of Betel and 
fiuita^ The wedding is attended with 
fcafts and JGbcws, to which they hire pro- 
ibflcd dancers. If a daughter of a man- 
darin is the bride, fhe wears^ a circle of 
gold round htr head, with curious rings 
and pendants, and is dreffed in a beaudful 
fue filkcn pagne, which is a kind of veft. 
The Talapoins fbmc days after fprinkle 
the married pair with facred water. 

DRESSES 
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DRESSES. 

The mandarines wear a piece of filk 
embroidered with gold and filver roitod 
the waifl) which is called a pagne, and a 
very fine muflin fhirt with fleeves hanging 
down to the wrifts. They have a high 
bonnet on the head, adorned with a circle 
of gold. 

The ladies wear pagnes of extraor- 
dinary beautiful filk, and richly em- 
broidered with gold and filver, and a 
fcarf of filk paflcs fingly over the bofom, 
and ties behind^ which gives them z very 
graceful air; they conftandy wear rings 
upon their fingers, and bracelets on the 
arms and legs. 

The common people are plain in their 
habits and food, and rich in a general po- 
verty, as they know how to content theni-* 
felves with a little. 

» « 

OF THE KINO. 

* 

The drefs of the king of Siam it z yeflr 
of beautiful fatin brocaded^ .with a inuflin 

B4 fliirt. 
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fhirt, adorned with lace,, the white high 
pomted bonnet is a mark of dignity : that 
of the king is adorned with a circle of 
gold/- fct with the moft precious dia- 
monds. 

THE PALACE, HOUSES, TEMPLES, 

GARDENS, Sec. 

The king of Siam's palace is built of 
brick, but lowj in the hall of audience, 
are placed three parafols or umbrellas- 
The walls infide are painted red and 
gold, and adorned with la4ge mirrors. 
The Boors are covered with carpets, 
fumptubus fpfas are placed in the diffferent 
rooms, on which are kid foft culhions^ 
before the palace in the garden, are fcve- 
ral open halls, fupported by pillars, near 
which are kept playing, a number of little 
jets d*eaux. 

The houfes of the mandarins are of 
wood, and thofe of the common people 
of cleft bamboo, raifed about thirteen feet 
from the ground, to avoid the efFefts of 
the inundations. ■ 

The 
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The. divans,. or council chambers, are > 
built of brick, with three fides only, toj^ 
avoid the fun; before them plays a foun^: 
tain. The pagodas or temples are built 
fomething like our chapels, but the tim- 
ber work is varnifhed infide, red ftreaked 
with gold, or covered with yellow tiles.. 
Thefe temples have always a pyramid 
near them, with a tin ^ire fluted and or- 
nainented* 

The gardens of the Siamefe are de- 
lightful, and prefent to the imagination, 
all that is related in eaftern fi£iibn $ they 
are planted with feveral forts of palmiccs, 
and filled with flowers of the fweeteft 
odours, and moft exquifite beauty, 
ampngft which, is the hyacinth; called the 
ophir, of a fine yellow colour, interfered 
with purple fpots* . 

The table of the Siamefe is not very 
fumptuous i their common food is rice 
and fifli ; they have delicate oyfters and 
eels, .and a little fifli called cadi, which is 
very fine laked ^ they drink moftjy wa- 
ter, though they have a. kind of rice bran- 

Bs dy, 



19 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

dy 5 thcjr cat very little butchers meat or 
poultry, thofe articles being referved for 
the king and the chid* mandarins. 

CARRIAGES^ EQUIPAGE, See. 

The king of Siam has a number of 
fine horfe^j he^ rides moftly on an ele- 
phant, but is never feen abroad on foot. 
Palanquins are alfo ufed, which are a 
kind of (bfa, carried on mens fhoulders. 
When die king is feen on his elephant, all 
the mandarins pf;oftrate themielves as he 
pafles byj three large gilt feathers are 
placed, on the feat, one behind, and the 
other two on each fide of him; afervant 
alfo attends with a high parafol. The 
white elephant is never rode at all, not. 
cven by the king himfelf; they believe 
that he isperfe£bly rational, andfhew him 
tbe grea^ft. homage and reQ>eft. 

. DIVERSIONS, 

The Siamefe are very fond of the wa- 
ter, on which they fi^equently take their 
pleafttre in balons^ a kind of boat rowed 

widi 
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widi fliort oars, beautifully paihted and 
decorated) with parafols ovc!' thcriK 
When they are rowing, they ling a wdc^ 
yet fweet fong, and at night, each bulon 
carries a lanthorn, which has a very pretty 
appearance. They have a religious fliow 
when the waters retreat, to return thanks, 
at which time they let float a multitude of 
painted tranfparent lanthorns, which have 
a very pretty effeft on the water. On 
the firil day of their year, they have alio 
another great illumination on Ihore, when . 
the houfes, windows, doors, and trees are 
hung with painted lanthorns. The Siam- 
elc fometimes perform comedies, and are 
very fond of dancing; they have alio 
very excellent tumblers. They have not 
much idea of mulici their inftruments 
are. a Tebecll, or violin with three ftrings, s 
fbme ihrill oboes, a fort of copper bafon, 
which they beat with a (hort ftickj^ ^nd a 
little drum which they call a tapon. 

LANGUAGE. 

The Siamefe have two diffincnt lan- 
guages i the common oiie k.pkin irad 

B6 fimple 
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finale, confiftiog alcaofl: wholly of giQ-, 
i^fylifibUsj the other is only known to 
the learned takpoins^ and is called the 
Balic tongue, from which all the terms of 
religion and virtue are borrowed. 

lEARNING. 

Arithmetic is the principal ftudy of the 
Siamele, in which they are very expert i 
they do not incline much to intenfe 
application, but have a very good ge* 
nixis for poetry, particularly fongs. 



^ t s 



THE TRADE. 



Of this country conGfts chiefly in fifli- 
ing and merchandife; for' the mhablunts 
have litde to do with the polite arts. The 
goods are expoied to fale in the bazars, or 
market places : where fo much honefly 
exifts, that the feller very fcldom counts 
the money he receives, nor does the buyer 
examine the commodity. 

MONEY* 

♦ • • 

The bax coin confifts of fmall IheOs 
called corisi they have, however^ filver 

of 
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of ' different dimenfipns^ the tical^ the 
mayon^ and the fouang. 

GOVERNMENT. 

The king of Siam b a d^fpotic prince, 
but loves his people, and lays not an)? 
taxes on fuch provifions as affect the 
poor ', as rice and fiSh. The offices of 
ftate are filled by the chief oiandarins. 
The Maha Omorat is the viceroy, who, 
in the king's abfence> has the royal fcal. 
The Oc-ya is the preikient, or lord of the 
tribunal. The Calla-hom has the war 
department, befides which, there is a ge- 
neral of the elef^iants. 

It is not eafy to know the king's name 
till after hts death, as it is kept a fecret, 
ibr fear of the power of magic and en- 
chantment. 

• The queen and ladies of the palace 
live in a^pparate apartment, and are at« 
tended by eimuchs. 

RELIGION. 

The Siamefe religion cpnfiils chiefly 
in a beautiful iyftem of moialiQr: it inr 

ftrufts 



14 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

fl:ru<Sts them, that when the foul, by a 
great number of good works, acquires fo 
much merit as to deferve reward, it is 
placed in paradife, and enjoys fupreme 
felicity i and that thofe wholiave been 
wicked in their livcs^ are (hut out for 
ever from that hope, and fuffer lafting pu- 
nifliment*, they fpeak of one man par- 
ticularly, who they efteem as having, by 
furpaffingall others, arrived at fupreme 
felicity; they call him Sommona Codom> 
which fignifies a talapoin of the woods. 
He is reprcfented as a very powerful and 
good genii, who can alTift 'them in mif* 
fortune. They have alfo an evil gtmm 
who they cdl Thevccat. 

The taiapoins are priefts who lead de^ 
vout and exemplary lives *, the highet 
order of them are called fancrats, who 
are the m^ learned among, diem. The 
tempkrs of the £mccati are idifiiiigQiflied 

^ The author of the Siamefe Tul^ has pw- 
pofely avoided a philofophical enquiry into the 
religion of thefe people ; he is fatisfied with thofe 
opiaioas which niake them ^kfio,wkdge a fu-' 
punvK deity over ail. 

from 
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from the others, by ftones placed round 
them. The talapoins of die ivoods are 
the moft rcfpeAcd; they go with naked 
feet, and bare headed; round the w'aifl: 
they weur a yellow pagne, or veft> and 
acrofs their (houHers a belt of yellow 
linen, over which they wear a large cloth 
of the fame colour, that leaves the ^rms 
bare. The fancrats are diftinguiflied by 
a red cloth, which comes over the hea4 
and flioulders like a hood -, they carry a 
kind of fan called a talipat. The talapo- 
inefes arc female priefts, their drefs is all 
white. 

BURIALS. 

The Siamefe make great folemnity 
in their burials ; the body is put into a 
wooden coffin, varniflied and gilt on the 
outfide. They burn perfumes and ta- 
pers, and the talapoins fing over the 
corpfe every night, in the Balic language; 
it is then carried to a funeral pilci and 
burnt with many ceremonies, near one of 
their temples. 

s 

LAWS 
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LAWS AND PUNISIJMENTS. 

The public law is written in diree vo- 
lumes^ in the Balic language. The pu* 
nifhments for great crimes are exceed- 
ingly fevere; the baftinado is uied for 
faults of a lefler degree> and the difgracc 
of it ends with the punifhment itfel£ 

HISTORY. 

The Siamele hiftory is fSled widi fa- 
bles5 and little is known of their origin. 
They have had, however, many revolu- 
tions, which reiemble in aflaflination and 
bloodihed, thofe of the other eaflera 
countries^ 
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SIAMESE TALES. 

IN the city of Tian-tong, or true goldj 
fituated in the north- weft parts of the 
kingdom of Siam^ there lived a great 
mandarin^ who had an only fon> called 
Nang-fa> which fignifies^ in the Balic 
language^ " The young heaven," accord- 
ing to a cuftom the Siamefe have, of na* 
ming their children by the moft precious 
or wonderful things in nature. 

Scarce any thing could exceed the 
pleafure . of the mandarin Pra-Tchoou 
Sam-fib, when he obferyed that his {on 
grew handfomer every day, and that he 
was the adniiration of all who law him | 
but this happinefs did not continue many 
years, for it was difcovercd by thofc who 
had the care of educating Nang-fa, that 
he was of a very gay, inconftant turn of 
mind, and very proud and impatient, fo 
that he paid very little attention to his 
ftudies, or to the leiTons of the old Tala-* 
poin, whofe care it was to inftruft him,ia 
the Siamefe religion. 

The 
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The mandarin Sam-fib * felr very un- 
cafy at this difpofition of his fon, but it 
was in vain that he cxpc^ukted A^th himj 
H^ ftill continued as thoughtlefs as eve^s 
and was indifferent to all that was faid s 
feveral of the mandarins friends J>ad grren 
their advice on this occafion, and rccom- 
mended a different mode of treatment) 
but without fuccefs. His indifcrctions 
and extreme love ofpleafure, threatened 
very foon to 'plunge him into error and 
vice ; at laft, the niandarih cortfulted an 
old talapoin> who lived in a cave ibme 
miles diftantj famed for his virtue and au« 
fterity i who> after he had heard the com« 
plaint of the wretched Sam«-fib» thus ad* 
drefledhim: 

" To our own indifcretion, we owe 
moft of the ills oflife. You may remem> 
ber when NSng-fa was an infant, you faw 
nature had formed him beautiful and fair, 
it was then your duty to have returned 
thanksto heaven for what had been be- 
flowed on htm, arid to have walhed him 

* Pra-Tchoou Is a title of great dignity. , 

. three 
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three tildes in the waters of trutli, over 
which the great Sommona Codom pre- 
fides. The inconftant difpofition of your 
fbn is the confequence of that good ge- 
nius having left him to himfclf, who, in 
Ipitc of all the care and precaution you 
may ufe, will never be good without his 
alSflance." 

The mandarin Sam-Cb felt very much 
diftrefled at this difcourfe, *^ and is there 
no way,'' cried he, " to extenuate my 
fault, and favc my fon from ruin ?'* " per- 
haps there may," cried the old talapoin, 
^ as God Almighty is merciful and good, 
but it will be necefl&ry" laid he, ♦* for 
you to go to the rock of Prabat, fix 
leagues north-eafi: of the city of Louoo, 
where the impreflion of the foot of Som- 
mona Codom is ftill tol)efeen; it is co- 
vered with a plate of gold, and inclofed 
in a chapel, wliere a holy fancrat dwells, 
who will inftru<5t you what to do." The 
old mandarin was fomewhat relieved by 
this difcourfe, and fct out the next day for 
the rock of Prabat, where the good Som- 
mona 
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nfK>na Codom had once dweltj but ic 
was a fortnight before he arrived^ when 
he was received by the holy fan- 
crat^ who knowing hb errand, defired 
that he would ftay with him till the moon, 
arofe, when he would leadhim to that part 
of the rock where the genius of wildom 
dwelt, the mandarin Sam-Sib Waited very 
patiently till night when the lancrat di- 
rected him to the lpot» and left him to 
himfelf, he then proceeded ak>ng a d^k 
entrance, until he came to a ijpace in the 
rock illuminated with the moft beautiful 
traofparent ftars, which received their 
luftr^ from the rays of the moon. His 
^rs were, now faluted with the founds g£ 
foft muiic,. and hk .fonfes delighted 
with the moft exqtiilite perfumes. Near 
the entrance of the cavity was a foun- 
ta'm of pure water, in which he was in- 
truded to waih his hands and face, and 
repeated a fhort prayer to the Almighty, 
Never hardly was feen a more beautiful 
place than the cavity of the rock, which 
<^as covered with a thoufand Iparkling 

diamonds^ 
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^iamondsj interfperfed with the moft 
brilliant ftones and Ihells. The man- 
darin now entered a fpacious hall, in the 
middle of which ftood an altar of white 
ivory, infcribed to Truth ; and over it, 
on a tablet of pure filver was written in 
letters of gold, the following precepts, in 
which confift the principles of Siamefe 
.morality. " • 

L Do no murder. 
IL Steal nothing. 

III. Cooimitnot any impurity^ 

IV. Lye not. 

V. Drink not any intoxicating. Fiquor. 

On the altar lay the facred volume of the 
Patimouc, which is fuppofed to contain 
all the myftcries of the Siamefe religion, 
and to poffefs a certain taKfmanic quality 
or virtue, to beftow content on all fuch 
as open its leaves, who however wretched 
or difiatisfied, become infbntly chearful 
and ferene. On the left fide of the hall 
was a golden^ vafe> which exhaled the 
mofl: delightfid perfume^ myrrh, cafia, 
aloes, and frankincenfe. The genii was 

featcd 
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leated on a couch of rofe leaves^ in his 
hand he held a fmall (ilver fcepter^ and 
on his head was a crown of pure gold on 
which was written in diamonds the word 
Truth. His drcfs was alight blue robe, 
and a girdle of rofe-colour furrounded 
his waift. Above him was a fmall circle 
fufpended in the air by enchantment, on 
which was infcribed, in the Balic tongue, 
the following beautiful precept : 

'* There is but one lupreme God, and 
he is bed pleajfed by charity and good 
works." 

The mandarin, Sam-Sib, proftrated 
himfelf before the altar, undl the genii 
bid him arife, *' Fear not," cried he, 
** the good Sommana Codom knows thy 
for rows, and forgives thy negled. Thy 
fuderings will ihew thee that man can do 
nothing of himfelf, and that it is the pro- 
vidence of God which can alone give 
him his wiihes ; not even the ftrengt^ of 
the moft powerful, or the plans of the 
moft ingenious, can be fuccefsful without 
his permiflion. It is true, mandarin, that 

thou 
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thou haft endeavoured by cveiy means 
in thy power to form the mind of thy 
fbn to virtue, but didft thou ever a(k the 
God of Heaven to blefs thy hopes ? or 
didft tliou fend tHy favourite infant to be 
bathed in the waters of truth ?" Sam- 
Sib bowed his head in confufion, " yet," 
continued the Genii, " atonement is not 
too late, thou wilt have only to follow the 
inftruftions I (hall give thee, to be re- 
ftored to peace of mind. In the province 
of Tchai-nat, on the bcwders of the ri- 
ver Menam, there Jives a talapoincfs, 
called Soum-rii (6r good heart) who is 
pofleflcd of the power of perfuading the 
mind to truth and virtue, by relating to 
her pupils pleafant and moral ftories. It 
is a gift (he obtained from Sommona Co- 
dom, and (he generally fijcceeds in making 
thole who liften to her very good, and 
very hapf>y. You muft fend Ibme- one 
to feek out this devout yoUng woman, 
whbfe engaging manners will lead back, 
by degrees, your fon to the love of truth, 
though it may, perhaps,^ be fome time 

before 
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before your wifhes are accomplifhed^ but 
do not delpair." Sam-Sib retired with 
reverence and awe, and immediately on 
his return to Tien-Tong, defpatched one 
of his people to the retreat of the Tala- 
poinels. 

In a few weeks Soum-rii arrived at 
Tien-Tong, and was introduced to 
Nang-fa as a new attendant, whofc 
office was to be that of entertaining him 
with amufing tales and (lories, at which, 
as he was very idle, he expreffcd a great 
deal of pleaiure, though he was much too 
inconftant to continue in that humour 
long. — Much as Nang-fa was inclined 
to treat every one beneath him with ncg- 
le£b and indifference, he could not help 
being a good deal ftruck at the beautifiil 
iimplicity of the talapoinefs, who was 
drcft in a white robe, with a blue girdle, 
from which hung a little golden key, 
that poilefled a talifmanic power. 

The next morning when the fair Soum- 
rii was to commence her office, (he drew 
near the ^ mat on which Nang-& was 
r, : laid, 
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laidj and very obligingly afked him 
if (he fliould endeavour to amufe him 
with any of her litde ftories, to which he 
anfwercd carelefsly " yes, you may if 
you like, but I dont knew whether I can 
liften to them long/* " I fliall relate 
you a very entertaining one>*' returned 
Soom^^kii, ** it i$ called 
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The mandarin ViifigrQ the glory: ofthe 
fun, had a daughter named Lit-chec, or 
the fair morning, the moft beautiful in- 
fant, perhaps, ever Iccn. It was, how- 
ever, prcdifted at her birth, that fhe 
would go through many wonderfiil ad- 
ventures, with a king's fon, and leave 
her friends for feveral years ; but as this 
prediftion was foretold by a powerfial 

* This blr<i is abont the fize of a lark, its 

» 

head, neck, aad back of a beautiful red* and 
the breafl of a pale rofe colour ; the wings are 
chiefly green, but interwoven with fed feathers, 
variegated on each fide with gold, but which, 
when expofed to the fun, prefent a thoufand va* 
rieties of ihining colours. The legs and feet 
are a(h colour, the bill grey and crooked, tail 
verylong^ of a pale rofe colour, ending in a lovely 
blue, mingled with white and green. 
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V genii, to whom* the child had been car-, 
ricd. as. Iboiv as born; all means were^ 
tl^ought ufelcfs to prevent its fulfilment,' 
when one day as the mandarin was hunt-' 
ii^, hc' happeiied to feparate from his 
attendants, and wandered into a lonely 
defkit, whcra he^ obferved a monftrous 
large bird in the air, carrying fomething 
in its claws, which at lafl: it fettled with 
on the top of a high rock. Vang-fi^ 
who was well verfed in the ufe of the 
bow and arit>w, afcended nimbly towards 
the (ummit, and when he was within 
reach, let 9^ an arrow, and fhot the' 
creature dead. But it ^was with a great 
deal of difficulty that he got any higher^ 
for the place was almoflr perpendicular. ' 
Curiofity, however, prompted him to 
venture, when he found a beautiful little 
infant lying naked on the rock, who held^ 
out its hands, and' feemed to alk. for 
help. He looked at it awhile, with afto- 
nifliment, and very much pleafed with 
the adtrenturc, took the child in his arms' 

C 2 and 
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and, dcfcended, with it a? cautiouOy aij 
poffible, where he met with his attendants 
who, by his order, conveyed it carefiiUy 
to the palace. 

The wife of the mandarin was very 
much delighted with die child, as foon as 
fhefawit, and named it Lit-chou, which 
figniHes " the fair day/* Unfortunately 
in a few years afterwards, 0ie fell ill 
and died. The mandarin's fitter, who 
was old, ugly and malicious, and of the 
moft cruel difpofition, took the govern- 
ment of the houfhold, andprefently made 
herfclf hated by every perfon about the 
court. The good mandarin, however, who 
did not miftruft her, gave poor litde Lit- 
chou and Lit-chec to her charge, who, as 
they had been brbught up in religion and 
Virtue, loved each other exceedingly, and 
ifjrere almoft conftandy together^ but a 
misfortune was near happening to them, 
which they little expefted. The man- 
darin, who had lunk into a deep melan- 
choly ever fmce the ^cith of his wife, de- 
termined 
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termined upon paying a vifit to a neigh- 
bouring prince, that he might amuie hfs 
mind by travelling, and with. this intent 
left poor little Lit-chou and lit-chee to 
the particular care of his fiftei*, who pro- 
mifed to ufe them well, which pfomife Ihc 
broke the moment the mandarin left the 
palace. She had always hated Lit-chou, 
as fhe confidercd him a burthen to 'the 
family, having a fon of her own, whom 
Ihe one day hoped would fucceed to the 
titles of the mandarin. It is eafy to ima- 
gine that fo wicked a woman found very 
readily, pretences to punifli little Lit^ 
chou, who led a very uncomfortable life. 
She confined him in a remote part of the 
palace, and only waited an opportunity 
to kill him; ■ ' I 

Poor Lit-chee was inconfolable at this 
cruel fenteritc, which deprived her of the 
company pf her . favorite, whom fhe al- 
ways called brother. As ihe was one .d^y 
fitting in the window, Ihe complained to 
hcrfelf thus : " O, my poor brother^ why^ 
cannot I -fometimes ieeyou; how cruel 
it is to deprive me of your delightful 

C 3 com- 
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compafiy," As flic Was repeating thcfe 
words, a beautiful Ikde bird flew in ^ 
the window, puifued by another of a tre- 
xvendousiizei calkd an Ong, whofe wings 
meafured, wten fpread, fcven yards. The 
poor littk creature flwttered at fiiift ex* 
ceedingly with the fright, until it had re- 
pofed a Kttk rime in Lit-chcc's boibm, 
it then tifi*ned its head on one ficfc, and 
looked at ias benefa^refe, a^ if thsmkfiil 
for the deUverancefteJiad obtained -it 
She &w by its 'plum^fe, that it in» one 
of thfc mod beautiful golden Lawrcrys Qkc 
hAd e*cr beheld. 

As'foonas Lk-chce iook'dout again at 
tjifc window^ and fitw diat there was tio 
danger ni^, (be &t die little Inimal free, 
tut was very much furprifed to find that 
it would not leave her^ fo diat (he made 
a ttfolutib^ to keep it as long as it would 
jftay. In fltort> flie grew fo very fend of 
i«i that it was conftantly with her, and as 
it wai a tafflciftg bird, repeated every thing 
t^ W&& faid. 

.-. : ■ . During. 



Diirifig ill tfiis tiriie, *'pbir lit-cliou 
wa^ kgpt lipoh i iitclc Vlci '^ahd water, 
"and uft'd In the moft'trnel tnSriner, tfll kt • 
laft tk triaitdifth^s Mc\ ^de2e?f^ir?ed to 

» •■ • 

^eftroyliiAt, atid Tdr tJlati plif i^tffe, ftht to 
'in bid dieted fbrccre^i "crafted Niah-ndu 
M^Jeh 'mekris >*^ tKe 'Bcglnniiig of ^grcat 
hcat^.^'v This aucl wretclr, wfio fiVcfd 
\atoftt:in* a Hut, in the feidft df k Wot)d, 
^ 1)feiffg'offcfea -a^arge ffim of tti^ney, be- 
]g^' fict^ ench^BiSitiftsi ^ridt ifter throw- 

• ihgTcVg^al'^aiffir^^tn^^ ^<9f Titrbs ^n a 
-pert of l)yfnihg mde'hft', miimMed thcfc 
woriis: "you itiuft (feid Aie) fend Lit- 
ch^ii tome ko-friofrow; but feefure that 
'ha Is lior^eimitted to eat hrs (Upper over- 

i^5^V^*^.^%^5 prayers albud when 
herft^ m the taoming, and then I Ihall 
' hdvt thepQWtr to kill him." 

• ' •i'hie Met 6f the b^ndarih was over- 
joyed at thefe Woi-ds', a^nd prorfiifed to 
obey her direftioAs. ^he little Lawrey> 
however^ hajipened to be in the room 
^hfen all ^is paflid; and repeated' every - 
iyllable to Lit-chec. " You muft, (faid 

C 4 the 
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the littk culture) lend Ltt-chou ta me 
torhiorrow mornmg» but be liirc that he 

. is not pennitted to eat his flipper over 
nighti oi: to fay his prayers aloud when' 

,he rifes in the mornii^ and then I fliall 
have the power to kill ham. *• The good 

. little princeisprefently fuddled what was 
intended her hvontc^ and going- to the 
window, iaid tp theLawrcy> ** gi^ my 
pretcy^burd, and tell Llt^hoii this fs^ 
news/' The little creature fluttered its 
wings a momentj as if ready tx>, execute 
iier con3mands> and then flew away to a 
high . tower of the palace, where he faw 
poor Lit-chou alone^ bewailing Us . mis- 
fprtunesi h|s attention beingattradtedbyfb 
beautiful a bird, he opened the window, 
and carcfled it very muclu The Xawrey 
did not, however, forget his leflbn, but 
kept repeating every now and then,/^ you 
muft fend I jt-chou to me tomorrow, 
but be fure that he is not permitted to eat 
his fupper ovef night, or to fty^ his 

' prayers aloud in the morning, and then 

. Ifhall 
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I ihall have the power to kill him/' Poor 
Jittle lit-chou could not tell at firft what 
to make of thefe words i but as he fuf« 
pc£ted fome ill was intended him> he 
determined in his own mind to guard 
againft it. The little Lawrey, after hav- 
ing executed his commiflionj fluttered at 
the window to be let out> and fiew back 
to the princefs. 

Unfortunately for poor Lit-choUj the 
mandarin's fitter , fent an ugly dwarf to 
him after dinner, who iearched very nar- 
rowly into every place, that he might not 
conceal any thing to eat for fuppcr. 

Nothing could exceed the diftrefs of 
poor Lit-chou when it grew near night, 
and he found that he muO: go to bed fup- 
perlefs, till he heard a noife at the win- 
dow, aild faw the pretty Lawrey, who . 
held a cake of rice in his mouth, which 
he let fall in the roonri, and flew away, 
Lit-chou was delighted at this drcum- 
(lance, and eat a very good fupper^ but 
bis next care was to awake before the^ 
dwarf fhould come to prevent him from 

C 5 faying 
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iay iiJg \\h prayers ; but in this again^ tti* 
LaWrey flood his friend, ihd beat with 
his beak at the windoW long befort it was 
Bght, when Ltt-choti iititoediatcly arofe 
and iaid his prayers } which he had juft 
lifiifhed when the dwarf cainc and took 
liim away, dnd carried him through a 
tirick wood, until he came to the houfc 
where the old forcercfs lived, which was 
rery low and dark, and only lighted by a 
blue flame which^ came from a pot of 
burning iftcenfc. As fbon as Ihe ftw 
Lit-chou, flie fet up a laugh, and took 
hold of his hand. Never hardly was feen 
a more horrible creature than the for- ^ 
cercfe Nan-nou; fee was vefy much de- 
formed, and had one leg confide rably^ 
ftorter than the other ; her eyes were 
rery fmall, and fparkled with fire, and 
enit of her mouth, whert fee breathedi 
there iflbcd a Hue light Bame, which was 
poifbnous. She, however, f^'ctendtd to 
be very kind to poor Lk-chou when the 
dwarf was gone awafy, and be^ggcd him 
to take a iicve, and go t6 tift well to 

draw 
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draw her fome Water, which he offered 
to do very readily, but found that tlic 
fieve would not hold it;, by whicH the 
forcercfs knew that he had faid his pniy- 
crs, and by that means deltroyed the 
power of her enchantments; Ihe there- 
fore returned with him to the mandarin's 
fifter, and when they were alone, ihfifted 
that he muft have eaten his fupper over 
night, ^nd faid his prayers aloud in the 
morning. The king's firter denied this 
fot fome time; till fearful that Ihe might 
offend the forcerefs, (lie promised that 
(he Wddld have hirii carefully watched 
that night, and ordered the ugly dwarif 
to ftay arid ileep with him. Poor Lit« 
chou was how in a worie lituatioh than 
e^^er, but his good friend the Lawrey did 
not 'forfakc him ; for as the dwarf was 
amufing himfelf at the window, he let 
fell a (weet cake, which the little mpnfter 
eat ut) very eagerly, but which had the 
cffcft to put him in i profound fleep, 
TJuring (hU time, the Lawrey haftene^ 
back to iit-cliee, and rcturnedwith a ba- 

C 6 nana 
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. nana in his mouth for Lit-chou's fupper, * 

^ who waked in the morning long before 

the dwarfi and faid his prayers, returning 

thanks for his deliverance the day before, 

and then feigned as if he was aflcep. 

As foon as the day light appeared, the 
dwarf awoke, and called Lit-chou, fully 
latisfied that he had not faid his prayers 
that morning, when he took him again 
to the old forcerefs, who enquired if her 
direftions had been ^attended to. The 
dwarf aflured her they had,, and left poor 
Lit-chou alone with her. The pot of 
incenfe was burning very forioufly, 
and emitted a noifome ftei^ch, and 
the cruel Nan-nou now ordered him 
to throw in fome frelh ingredients which 
flie knew were of fuch a nature as to 
caufe a flame that would kill him, Lit- 
chou, however, who depended on having 
faid his prayers, obeyed her inftriidions, 
and, tohefaftonifliment threw m the herbs^ 
without their doingniin any harm,at i*hicb 
the forcerefi grew quite enraged, ud went 

iinmcdiately to the palace of the flian- 

darifi. 
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darin, and accufed his fifter of having pcr^ 
mitted herfelf to be deceived. It may be 
eafily imagined that Ihe was as much en- 
raged as the forcerefs, till at laft k was 
agreedj that poor Lit-chou ihould be 
fentover night to flcep with the cruel 
Nan-nou j the Lawrey, who happened to 
hear all this, repeated every word. The 
good princefs, Lit-chee, now entertained 
very little hopes of her brother's efcape j 
and though flic knew the rnandarin's filler 
dare not kill her, Ihe was refolved, out of 
love to Lit-chou, to quit the palace*, 
and follow him to the habitation of the 
forcerefs, that Ihc might fliare his fatel 
As foon, therefore, as fhc iaw from the 
palace window, the ugly dwarf carrying 
Lit-chou on his flioulde'r, (he haftened 
down, but her faithful Lawrey was not far 
off, who flew to the affiflance of Lit- 
chou, and fudng on the head of the ug-- 
ly dwar^ picked out his ^ycs. Scarce 
any thing could equal the delight of Lic- 
chee, when ihe faw her companion dc- 
riyered from the hands of the cruel dwar^ 

who 
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who Thad let hini fall off his lliouldcrs ; 
but though they were at liberty they 
"knew not what road to take, or what to . 
do, but refolved upon pui-fuing a contrary 
road from that which led to the hxft 
where the fofcerels lived; they therefore 
travelled til] it was night, as faft as they 
could, attended by their faithful Lawrey, 
who conflantly hovered about them. At 
laft diey difcovercd a lighf, and arrived 
at a lonely hut, where they law an old 
man, reading a book of charafters in the 
Balic tongue, by a finglc lamp. Being 
however very much fatigued, they 
ventured in; he addrefled rhcm very 
civilly, and afforded them foine refrefh- 
tnents, but their fbrrows were not yet 
ended. As they were going away the old ^ 
man requefted them to give him the Law- 
rcy, that he itiight wriiig off its neck.It was 
in vampo6rX.it- chce remoriftrated. This 
wicked wretch who was one of thole evil 
geniis who delight to torment mankiAd, 
intifted on having it. He therefore took 
thie bura ifi his hand, and was about put- 
ting 
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ting hh cruel defign in execution^ when 
Lit-chec uttered a fecrct prayer to hea- 
ven^ to interpofe and fave her little faithful 
friend ; Ihe kept repeating to herfelfi may 
the cruel wrtitch be changed into ftonc 
who would hurt my poor bird. At thcfe 
words the old man let go the Lawrey^and 
' and became a ftatuevin a moment. 

The two travellers now ptirfucd their 
journey, attended by their companion, 
and travelled till the next night, when 
they hid themfelves dowft on the graft to 
deep, but were prefently awakened by the 
fwecteft mulic they had ever heard ; they 
on a fudden beheld a beautiful illuminated 
J)alace, which appeared through the trees. 
The windows were lighted up with innu- 
merable tapersithepilkrs were tranlparent 
and entwined round the columns with fcr- 
perits of a fine blue colour. The doori 
of this beatitiftil place were thrown open 
and fcemed to invite the traveller td ejt* 
plore ffiU further into the wondefs of the 
palace. Curiofity prefently got the bet^ 
fcrof ^Very other confidcration, andLit- 

chou 
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cbou could not withftand the temptation^ : 
though the- little Lawrey fluttered and flew 
to fome diftance. Lit-chee exprefled 
her fears, but as her companion ventured 
in, file followed, attended by her faithful 
bird, into a large room, in the middle of 
wliich ftood a tabk filled with every deli- 
cacy that imagination could fuggefl:. The 
two travellers were tempted to fit down 
to this elegant rc|)aft, and helped them* 
/elves to the choicefl: fruit, and drank of 
the mod delicious (herbet. Near the 
table ftood an -elegant fo&, on which the 
young travellers repofed themfelves until 
morning, when the faithful Lawrey, who , 
liad watched them while they flept, began 
to (peak as loud as it could, " let us go, 
let us go," which awakened Lit-chou 
and Lit-rcbee, but they were too indo- 
lent to at^nd to this friendly, caution, and 
feu -both of them faft afleep again> till 
tbeir flumfcers were deft roycd by the fowid 
of a loud bra;;en drum, when a monfter 
of gigantic itature walked into the room^ 

foilawed 
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fi:)llD^d by a dwarf> whofd face and body 

were of a bright yellow, and his hah* 

white/ as. filver, "' you arc no doubt 

(cried the monfter to the princefs) very 

much pleafed at being theroccafion of my 

^ brother's being turned int^.iloni?, but ^ 

ihall be ri^venged prefently. X [thoug}|t 

(he beauties of dvs flace wopld at;traBft 

. yqui ai>d.as' ypu h^ve. b^evijguUQr of ir|- 

., difcrptiooi and fut^m^ted, to ; te^mptatioa > 

.X^yegot all jthe power; I could wiijh 

over y ou> bow ; it . is itpq l^te , for ypu ^ 

benefit by my advice i . you xni;^ ^ knov 

the confequence of ypuf idle curioGty, 

; your indifcrction- aQd i^ifdo^ncf » h^6 og* 

calipned your misfortune;' ^^/pr^that 

genii who attends you in the* fhapt o£ the 

golden Lawrey> I know I havo ifot the 

- power to deftroy him, but I will confiqe 

^him^ by en(:hantment, in this iron cag^, 

for one hundred thoufand years/* Poor 

' lit-chec trembled at this harfh fcotenoe 

when Ihc faw the cruel genii put the pretty 

creature in a lai^e iron cage. But \^ 

only laughed at her rcmonftranccs. " I 

will 
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ivifl 'ft6W' dried he, '* ^ut the feal of 
Thevetat 6n the A>dr, Wliich tais Ibch 
Ifrttgic p6wcr, that there is "but '6nc genii 
in the tftiiVcfft Whd hafe pb^^er t?6 diffol^fe 
it*' The cffuel Wrttc^ lififer 'thtfe words 
^dbk ail enoiinous hYgt fykl from his fide, 
fcut as hie wis Very tir^d ^nd fetJjgiieA, &t 
down to take <bit& tcfrefhmenti when he 
htlped Jxiiftfcif and the yell6w^ dwarf fo 
f)lenttfii!fy to'tke winer, that «iet^c4*^tiitc 
'- iTltoxfcatedy aid fbifedt to purtlte^il in 
<^fc titoi^ cage, thoHi^ thc7?o6l:'t*t to 
feften the <teo'r cfAc room *rBen &it^ re- 
fired> an* feft lit-thou ark! Lft-ehee 
I)rifi3hersln the piakcte. ' Nbtfciti^ codd 
exceed the dtSsdCs of the two poor travel- 
'Tersi.^ '** Would to Beavenj (cried Lit- 
chou) we had fet dut oil* bbr journey 
when ^ur dear Liwrey awaked ds. Pretty 
creature he' is a priroiier through our inv 
dcfcretion and indolence, and the gooid 
Sommbna Codohi will aflift lis no morci** 
f * I>b not be ungrateFiH,*' cried Lit-chc6, 
** we have dbne very wrong to Be fore, 
but we firicerely repent of onr folly. My 

heart 
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jhcart is almoft broke when I think .of the 
crud confinement of my pretty bird, but 
I hope yet we Ihallbe affifted by tbe*gopd 
genius who knows the hearts of his chil- 
dren.** After Lit-chee had done ^ak- 
ii^thq LawreyiJattered at the door, and 
. alkdd to be let out 5 it was however fome 
time before ttvey cotdd find the way tt> 
; extricate dieir fittk friend, which when 
thty had dane^ ftill :k greater di^cuky 
. octurred> to rcwA ^H/rindow, which^as 
very high s bnt JLit-4cheu> ^Kd rtigarded 
no danger when it ^s^^^ to do good, 
. climbed up with aftoni'lhing jcelerity> and 
opened it, ^cn the Lawrey flew out, and 
left the two poor priibners a good deal 
rejoiced at his deliverance, as they could 
not help entertaining hopes but that it 
would be attended with fbme good to 
themfelves. Several days paft, however, 
without the bird returning, during which 
time they were attended once a day by 
the yellow dwarfi who brought them 
viAuals, but who never recollc&ed to 
look into the iron cage. At laft, one day, 

poor 
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poor Lit-chtc» who began to think her 

, little friend had defertcd - her, faw him 

fluttering at the window, with a leaf 

rolled up in his mouth, which hi let Ml 

into the room, and. flew away. ' Lit-ehou 

I pre^ntly opened the fcroll, upon which 

was written in the Balic charadters, the Ik- 

.^red word 6f Sonunona Codom^ which 

'Wfl^ n0 ibooer!pronouiiced than a dreadful 

^ ^nder cl^ .fliook the ekmtntiS) andthe 

. dc^r^ ofthec^eilew open at once« Lb* 

, chou trpoibfed: at the found, and taking 

JLi(-chei6 inJiis hand defcended the (bdr- 

. caie^ w'beh.thejf faw written/on the wall, 

, in g^deut letters the fslB&wmg wbsrds : 

-» 
.t 

To thofe who truft in God all things fiiall 

'ribmit/' 

- Tht goo^ talapoincis was now inter* 
Ajpted by Nang-fa, who exprelled a wifli 
to hear the remainder of the ftory at a 
"future opportunity, with which requeftfbe 
very readily complied. In a few days, 
however, Ihc was very much pleafed to 
find that he defircd to hear tlie 

~ •• CON- 
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CaNTINITATION OF THE STORY 
OF THE GOLBEN tAWREY. 

- ' * 

The magician, who had. heard the 
clap, of diuodcr, and knew by hrs art 
thatfomt one had got poflSrOion of the 
magic fcroll, .ibll.wtth his &ce to the 
ground) but. Lit-chou, who knew the 
power he had, was re&Ived to deftroythe 
wicked Enchanter,, and opening the leaf, 
repeated the avi^ful word, SommoiBtCo- 
dom» when he was prelendy confumed 
in a Mue vapour, which left a notfome 
ftench behind. 
^ The two travellers with their feidiful 
bird departed as qwck as poifible from 
the enchanted palace^ and travelled on. 
till they came to. a cave^ where they faw 
a. young (alapoin of an elegsmt mien, 
reading a large book. : '^ My dear chil- 
dren," &id he, '^ I am ghd to fee you ; 
you hare gone through many perils and 
dangers, but the good' have tio real qiule 
to fear^ they are guarded by a fecret 

providence 
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providence, who, in the moment when 
the daoger fcems great^ll,^ ileps in to- 
aiTift them^ U b ttup, you have been a 
litde indifcreet, but the Great Sommona 
Cddota WMild. not permit yon to be luirt, 
wfatift. y^ur UeartSi KtBained untaidted^cdi 
vtce; kmnbcmfw. i|co^3uy:{jcQmimicd. . 
the young naaa)*ta p$at you fik a^timei 
y«i:^ha¥e. oi^y. one thing- to. attend to, 
which is, fliouidx^fier of ybn anive /at 
riphes m honour iiot to £o9gfiC your&l^ 
low.tiaveller indificidty."' T&eiyoos^ 
man now co^dufledthem into faiff ^c^ire, ' ^ 
and gaverthema vtry delightfiil/repdt of 
of rice and fruit, after which, he addcef*. . 
fed Lit-dioii a& follows, ''My. young 
friend, you mqftleave'UsJ[>ra.tin|e^ and 
it is dire&ed in^tfae iacfscdyolume of the* 
Vinac,* that y otr 0)ouki' tnEhsd ^raflr^ until: 
you arrive ati the town caPe(i Qbimaij 
you<mu& th^n gb' to 4J». palace, and wait 
until you can feaeithe kihg^ tf>: wholn )«ai * 
niuft. take; qu^t ts^, ixf^ ^<:pr^, . fadber, 
gtvemd^mur bivffingi'' • ..^ 

- * Vinkc, .^ facredbbuJk of the Siiotefe. 

'' ' c Lit- 
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Lit<bpy, who refolvicd to wtctid m- 
a^y Ui dw? inftrufti&ns crf^tfec young ttijar. 
pom, pjkrtsd y«y reJuftantly mrh his: 
ckgi: yt-chee^ and kt OMt for, Chim^ 
wl^flEi 33 &oa a^ b^i arrixfcd, hfc\mtpd at^ 
the paJ^e/ until fcfe fev:t}»c}ikgt;^hca.. 
h<^ rq)^jedi th^,w>r(fai Vpiajft f«hcr>> 
giyc^ me your:b)efli^''^bi9t!thei]^ng^ li^faa: 
^^ highly/ trfF(?adcd>iit,h»^i«fii^^ 
order^r hii» Hi5vay> ahdi he tcjtnmcdi 
to th9.t^^pojji!fi:f:a.t&!witfa: ^ i^ety iieaiitjr, 
hpart* The. i yojihg : talafpU), r • kmeyer, 
l^Jgged: he vtcwl<|>go5again^^-iMdr.fwatt. 
tiU he, Uould 'fee the flaieit' pafi by, 
ajod to rt peat to: hcri? *'pcay ^mbther^ 
givle im yxw bJelBng."ci: LitnduM fct.- 
oftftQiV bis f. journey ipik fecA ipuitsp 
tl^i«||^ lie tould not wagine tbe.^df«xri 
wfey feeiwjwtOfrepcatithepKrontt'theblasf 
poin had iQftru£bed;>hi»i6>ray^ fbrtu-i 
i»fielyi> fcft.arriKod afi^^ic ^zoei jdt ^ 
Ae quedo »aa kidf rngjaDi'thij' wfadowj 
whftiniid iyiit«di>/a!inj«>iihid ^tti dli 
refted, J jint-flieopiAH licr^^.dketatidh to 
wiairJiei.rard,dihikiflg^*e^«fc rtins^K 

^' beggar- 
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beggar*boy> and (hut down the window. 
Poor Lk-chou waiied three days in this 
manner, -and ^. then ' retaimed to iJie tala- 
pbin, who' ehCreated he woulii go once 
more, tDo uriiich he t^onfented, and arrived 
at the palace, jiA as the quee^ and; an 
old attenfiaf^: Were waikitig in the court 
yard; /^ lAt^dtmi KptMGi the words 
as before, ^^tiy^imadktr ffvt me your 
bielfing^^ iriien tte old atteiiiaiit let up. 
zibadt vfjoft at Miidi the qttoen ieemed* 
very-miichrfttrffiaed} Iwt.how was her 
s&onif&mtnt kixrai^^^ ^^ old 

woman tx>Id faer> that Lit-^chou wa$ 
the fon of the king who when 
an oi&b^ was* ooried itfot' of his. 
cradle^ one. idsf, fa^ an immenfe' 
tefd, laad: was rncYtr heard ^ igfter-* 
wards. The qvttn upon this mterro-- 
gaff d |.tt*d«>ir: about what he knew 
«f hki parent^ iAi^ iold.lier he was 
brou^t u|^ ih the paUce of die great 
mandanfi ;V|u^ffi, .wHo:^ fiat had iieen 
Infojm^ leuod; hfaii ; oa^ a 1- high , ■ rock- 
«Hie«r ;|!p i^okccn.Wb .by ac anoi- 

ftrous 
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ftrous large bird called an Ong> thefe 
ftori^s agreed fo well together, that 
the queen could not help feeling feme 
hopes that he was her child, but her joj 
w» exceflive when 0ie faw iq>on his 
arm a mole which the old auric had kept 
in recoUeftion. The Idng was inmic- 
diately fent for, and the news fpread all 
over Chimai, where for feveral days there 
was nodiing but rejoicing. litchou 
was dreft in die maft fumptuaas ap- 
parel, andtreaiDed fo well, that in theqiidfl: 
of thenotelty and fdcafoie which engigcd 
him, he prefendy forgot hSs dear lit* 
dteeandhisfiutlifidIjrarey,,tilIone day as 
he wasfiediig in thegardoiis.of die palace^ 
heheard a votoe repeadng <^poor lit-chee 
isforgo^*' when looking up he fiw his 
litde friend die Lawrey, fitring on die 
brandi of a tree* Lit-chou was imme- 
dtatdy foafible <f£ hk finiU^ and called 
10 him that he m|g^ carefi' him, butche 
biftl aofweitxit «^ I will not alfo defert 
poor Iit*ehdej'\ and then he flew 
away. 

D 

The 
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The young prince felt fo wretched for 
his neglcft that he determined to fct out 
immediately for the cave of the taia- 
poin, and took one of the fwiftcft horfes 
from the ftablc of the king. But when 
he arrived dicW; he found it deferted. 
Litchou now remembered whiat the young 
T^apoin h^ told Kim, arid felt forcibly 
the juil puniihment of his ' ingratitude^ 
and that no change of fituation fliould 
have made him forget his old frieiid and 
bene&d:or. In fhort, he returned to 
ChimsUi and fook . into a deep, tndan- 
choI)ir, \fehidi nodikig c^idd divert. At 
h&, one day, after .he had beeh in the 
temple, afktngfoi^enel^ for his faults, 
he faw hi& hkhM Lawrey fluttering ift 
the mr, and prefently beheld Lit-chee 
moimted oh a white elephant. 

' Nothing cotdd exceed his joy at dm 
meeting, ^mbafiadors were inihiedi* 
diately fent to the nmndarin Vang-fi^ with 
news of the iafety of hi&' daughter,' white 
fhe was entertained at Chima^ in the 
moft magnificent manner. The maa^- 

rinwas not long before he arrived, when 

he 
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he embraced Lit-chec with the moft ten- 
der affedtion, and told her, that his cruel 
fitter being mortified at the efcape of 
. Lit-chou, had thrown herfelf fi-om the 
top of a high tower, and was daftied to 
pieces. ^ 

The young prince Lit-choi), who did 
not forget the young Talapoin in tht 
midft of their good fortune, went to his 
retreat as foon as poflible, that he might- 
return him thanks, and ofi^er up his pray- 
ers to God; but the cave was locked 
Up, and inftead of the Talapoin, they 
beheld a beautiful young man; who had 
wings on his ftioulders, and wore- a blue 
pagne fpotted with ftars, about his waift. 
. Lit-qhou, who was awed at his appear- 
ance> was retiring, when he ipoke to 
him as follows : ^^ I am" faid he, '^^one. 
of thofe good genii who attend the will 
, of Sommona Codom, and have watched 
the hours of your infancy. It is time, 
now that 1 fliould explain to you the 
myfteries of providence.'. Had not the 
bird called an ong, taken you when a 
child, out of the cradle, where you flept, 

D 2 a fer- 
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a&rpentwcHjld in a few minutes have de- 
ftroyed you. It was alfo defigned that 
the mandarin Vang-fi fliould find you 
erpofed on the rock, and his cruel fifter 
was made the inftrument of your future 
happinefs. Your fcithful Lawrey^s a. 
jgenii of the fourth ordei^ who aflumed 
the Ihapc of that bird, Aat he might be 
eonftantly near you, and cauied himfclf 
to be purfued, diat he might try the hu- 
manity of the princefi lit-chee, who is 
alfo a favourite of Sommona Codom. 
But as the wicked genius Thevetat^ is al-* 
ways hufy to counteraft our defigns, if 
you had once negleded to Kave ofiere4 
up your prayers to God, the cruel for- 
cereis would have had the power to have, 
deftroyed youi From this, my childrctf * 
continued Ac good genii, " you may 
leara that your only true fafiity is m eon- 
ftantly afking the protection of heaven 
with a fincere and pure heart, while your 
fuccefs depends alfo on afking a blefling 
on your actions. Thus when you neg- 
left to do right, and keep the command- 
ments of God, the blefling is withdrawn, 

and 
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and you are left to yourfelves^ and con« 
fequendy fall into wretchednefs and vice. 
You remember, alfo, the wicked old for- 
cerer who would have wrung the neck of 
your &ithful Lawrey, had you been un- 
grateful enough to have confentcd to thiii, 
he would have had the fame power to 
deftroy you 5 for there is nothing that 
the good Sommona Codotn hates lb 
much as ingratitude ; but as you were too 
generous to permit his cruelty wit3i im^ 
punity, your wilhes had the power to 
turn him into ftone. You have obftrved 
when in the enchanted palace, the mif- 
chicvous ^efts of indifcretion and indo- 
lence, which expofcd you to the malice 
of the cruel magician ; but heaven will 
not entirely defert thofe who bfiend 
through miftake and error, for no fooncr 
are they fcnfible of their fault, than pro- 
vidence affords them by the moft furpri- 
fing means, aa early adiilance. Recol- 
left" continued the genii to rfie prince 
Lit-chou, " how nearly you had loft^hc 
favour of Sommona Codom^^when in the 
midit of pleafiire and riches, you forgot 

D 3 your 
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your dear companion Lk-chee, and your 
faithful X-awrey. J and what pain you fcli: 
^hcn you thought you had loft them for 
ever .;, you then became fenfible^what va-. 
h^le companions they were, but no 
fooner .had you felt real remorfe and re- 
gret, than the obje&s of your love were 
produced to you again.' Adore then," 
crkd'the genii, " the goodnefs of God, 
and depend on him for happinefs." The 
, genii now dil^ppeared, and the golden 
Lawrcy, afo^r promifing to vifit new and 
then, the gardens of Siam, fluttered his 
wings and flew away. 

The young prince Lit-chou and the 
beautiful Llt-chee were now married in 
all . the Iplendor of the^court, happy in 
thcmfclves, and beloved by the people of 
Siam. 

The talapoinefs had no looner con- 
cluded the ftory of the Lawrey, than fhe 
afked Naog-fa, with her ufual conde- 
fcenfion, if it would be agreeable to him 
to hear another fl:ory the next day. 
'' Moft readily," replied he, " but pray 
let it be a very entertaining one, as I lova^ 

very 
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Very much to be amufed/* Soum-kii 
promifcd fhe would find one to pleafe 
Ihim, and retired very happy to fee a 
change in the manners of Nang-fa to- 
wards her, as flie knew very well if he 
once began to like her^ her inftru6tions 
would make fome impreffion on his mind. 
She had taken care to relate at firft a 
ftory calculated more to aniuii;> than im-> 
prove his min4> lenfihle that he muit h& 
^itra^ed by npyei^ co liftea to toond in- 
ftru£lion» 



^ I 



I 



M 



A 



D4 



THE 



SIAMESE TALES. 



THE SILVER KEY. 

IN the town of Cam-pcng, which fig- 
nifies walls of diamond^ there lived a 
poor filhertnan's boy, named Jadda, 
er the fi>rtunate ; who^ though a GzvCf 
WBs^ perhaps, Ae mcA handfome youth 
tvtr feen. He was Tcry young, and 
of a mild and htutnane iSipofition, £i 
much fOi that he was beloved by every 
body. 

Jadda was one day filhing for fbme 
finall fifh called caddi, when he perceived 
a litde filver key lying in the melhes of 
his net, which furpnled him a good deal, 
but when he tobk it i^.and examined it 
more carefully, he iras ftill more afto- 
niihed. The workman&ip was the moft 
beautiful ever ieen, and there was en- 
graved upon it, in Imall goklen charac- 
tersb in the BaUc language, the following 
lentence. ^ The key to honor ia ho- 
ncfty." 

The 
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The poor little fi(her boy went home 
exceedingly delighted^ but determmedi 
in his own mind to keep his adventure 
iecret from every body, and took all op- 
portunities he could find to admire his 
litde filver key in private. 

It happened, however, one day> as 
poor Jadda was bathing, he left his pagnc 
alhore> and one of his companions^ w1k> 
went to his pocket for a knife, difcovered 
the filver key, after examining it with 
a great deal of attention^ he put k in^ 
its place again. Unfortunately for poor 
Jadda, before they had done work, it was 
pubBlhed all over Cam>peng that the 
princeis of Siam, who was named Acha- 
ftahia> or gentle love, had loft the key 
oirher cabinet, the prefent of a genii, and' 
of fiich curious workmanfhip as could 
not be imitated by any mortal hand. 
The box to which it belonged Witained 
Ac mofl: precious jewels in the whol* 
world, and a great reward was cfit^red to 
any one who coiild difcover the thief. 

As foon as Jadda's companion came 
afiiore^ and heard the report of the prin- 

D 5 cefs's 
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gefs's having loft her filvcr key^ with the 
gr^at reward promifcd, he hafte«cd to the 
Maha Omorat, or chief juilice, and told 
him ail he knew j in confcquence of which 
poor Jadda was arretted, and carried to 
the divan, before the princefs herfclf, wha 
was the.moft bcautifiil lady in the world, 
and Befides the moft witty and good-na- 
tured. . She dierefore no fooner faw 
Jadda than £he be^an to pity his fituation> 
and, ta admire the handfomenefs of his,. 
{^(frjC^a, " And is it true," faid lhe» 
^'. that you have committed this theft., 
j^^s> how much rather would I find you 
inaocenc, ^s you appear j reftore to me 
the fjlvcr key, and go home.*' Jadda. 
bluflied at this gentle remohftrance^ and 
^ured her he had found it, relating^ 
his adventure* " It is impoffible," cried 
the Maha Omorat(who attended) tKjit, 
YOU : fhould have ibiind it for it waft^ 
not loft till after the day you have men-, 
tioned, therefore you have added the guilt 

offalihood to theft.** 

• » 

It was in vain the princefs Achama- 
hu interceded for the poor fifhcr boy^ 

. The 
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The laws of Siam were not to be ^iif- 
penied with from partiality, and it was 
adjudged that he Ihould lofe his right 
hand. Poor Jadda trembled when he 
heard the fcntencc pronounced, and 
whiipered a fhort prayer to Heaven, to 
interpofe and fave him, but the rigid Maha 
Omorat, ordered him inftandy to reftore 
the filver key, and to prepare for punifti- 
ment; The princefs was obliged ta figft 
chef^ntence, when feding for the fignet, 
Ibe found, to her great furpri-fe, the key 
flue had loft. " What can this mean/* 
cried {he. *5 Produce, ypung^ mah> the 
one you have found, and kt us compare 
them together. Which they did, ^ and 
found them fo exaftly alike^ that 
they (Jid not differ in the minuteft part.. 
" Jadda," cried the princefs, you are the 
fevoufitc of Sommdna Codomf; ' I per- 
ceive you have told me the truth, and it 
is but right that I fhoiaild r^conipenfe yOu 
fbr our iinjuft accufations. I reconnnend/ 
therefore, (faid fkt) that the young Jadda^ 
IhaU be appionted keeper of. the cabinet 
to which; this key belongs. 

D 6 The 
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' The whole court was now emtdom 
who flxould pay the greateft attention to 
Jadda^ who was led to the bath, and at- 
tired in the moft fumptuous apparel to 
attend upon die princeft as keeper of the 
cabinet, but though he felt very much 
delighted widi his promotion, he fre- 
quendy thought of his litde hut, and the 
companions he had left. 

Jadda took a great deal of care of his 
litde filver key, as he confidered it the 
means of bringing him fo much good 
fortonci a little time, however, had only 
clapfed,, after he had been placed in his 
ciew iituarion, when the princefs was 
a£Qi£bed with a flow, but fatal ma« 
lady that wafted her hourly, and wat 
thought to be the work of a powerful ma- 
gician, who had afked her hand in mar- 
riage and been refiifed. In vain the moft 
&ilfu| of die phyficians of Siam were 
called in; Ihe gradually grew worfe, and 
was ^ven over, when an old talapoin 
who had been confulted, declared, that 
^e only way for the printcfe to be cu*, 
fcd» wasj forfone advfi^uiovs pcrfooto 

go 
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go to a place called the Golden Moujm 
tain, where the magician lived, and bring 
away a vial fiUed with black Kqiior, out 
of which he continually poured a certain 
quantity, and with the lift dr<^ the 
princefs would expirej but dreadfid 
indeed, was die ptofpc& of any who 
might be bold en^^gh to undertake the 
journey. The fummit of the Golden 
Mountain was (iirrounded by a contagious 
air, and guarded by fierce birds, and beafis 
of an uncommon (ize and form) fb that 
notM^ithftanding the great rewards ofierec^ 
and the honotir attending, the attempt, 
none were found ready to undertake the 
expedition. 

At laft, one day^ the princeis ad* 
dreifed Jadda in thefe words> *^ Alas, I 
feel I ihall ibon tafte of fupreme felicity 
or ipifery, I am about to reifign thie 
iceptre of Siam to a new fucceilbr, and 
I know none on whom it could better 
Revolve than on the youth whom I once 
kjured, and who deferves my efteem ; 
j^ccept it as a fmall recompence, for the 
wrongs you have fuffercd ; in a few daya 
Ach^mahia will be no more." The 
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tender Jadda burft into tears at thefe 
words^ for his heart was too good to let 
him value even the poflfeflion of a 
crown obtained at fo great a lolk ** My 
dear lady/' faid he, " you niake me very 
unhappy by this difcourfe, do not think I 
can fo ea(ily forget you^ ihould you die, 
Jadda will return to the fca fhorc again," 
with thefc words he retired, reflecting on 
what had fallen from the princefs, and 
on the only means, which were likely to 
do her good ; he thought of the danger 
attending the journey to the GoMen 
Mountain, but danger to a generous mind 
h only 2 motive> to additional vigour and 
refolution; In (hort, Jadda determined 
tb brihg aw^y tiie fsipA vial^ and accord^ 
fcgty' obtained leave' of abfence for a few 
days, keeping hk intentions a profound 
fccret;. . ;. 

! J^dda, who bad equipped himfelf for 
&is expedition with a fword oniyi ' a fe^^ 
provifions, and his filvev key in his 
pagne, travelled e^ward, until he came , 
tO'E thick wood, where hefeuiid abow^ 
kanging to a tree, wsidi a quiver of ar*' 
*" ' i 4row$ 
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rows tied by a Wuc ribbon, on which 
was written, 

«« Go on, fuccefs attend the virtuous brave/ 

Jadda took down the quiver, but found 
the arrows locked up in it, which gave 
him a ^reat deal of uneafinefs, till he 
thought of trying if his little filv ekey 
would not open it, which, to his great 
furprife it did. He now felt frefh ipi^ 
Fits, and walked into the midft of the 
wood, till he csLmt to a beautiful fpot, 
where hundreds of the fined birds difplay- • 
ed their plumage on the trees, and quanti- 
ties of the fined fruit invited the traveller 
to tade Jadda, ^who was filled with, 
adonifliment, dopt a moment in wonder 
and amazement whence heard the fweet 
founds of niufic, and a female voice fing- 
kig in a plaintive meafure, the following 
fong: 

" Shan tbefe paths, for danger^ i^igb; 

Shun the beauties which ailare; 
From the gay delufion ]ty, 
* And in virtue be fccure." ^\' 

jadda helitated a moment at thefe words, 

. but 
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bat wifaom always affifts thofc who dc- 
firc inftruftion, he therefore turned afidc 
into another path, and travelled until 
night came on, when he began to fear ex- 
ceedingly being devoured by the wild 
beads, till fatigued with walking, he was 
obliged to reft himfelf, and after afkins; 
the proteftion of heaven configned him* 
felf to deep, but what was his furprife 
when he awoke in the morning, at finding 
a monftrous large ferpent had rol- 
led itfclf up dofe by him, Jadda haftened 
from the fpot, repeating a grateful prayer 
to God Almighty, who will not permit 
any danger to hurt thofe who lay down 
with an afibrance of his goodneis and 
power. 

Nang-fa here interrupted the talapoin^ 
efs," I fear," faid he, you will be tired, wc 
will take fbme refrefhment, and after- 
wards^ I fhall be very happy to know the 
conclufion ofyourftory; it is a very en- 
tertaining one, and I long to hear the 
adventures at the Golden Mountain.— 
As ibon as Soum-Kii had taken fbme 
fruit and flierbet, (he contmued as foI« 
low» : 
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CONTINUATION OP THE STORY 
OF THE SILVER KEY. 

As die fun began now to Ihine forth 
very chearful and plea&nt^ the young 
Jadda continued his joiirney> he mtt 
a youth driving a camel^ of whom 
he enquired the way ta the Oolden 
Mountain. ". Are you iiiad>'' ctied the 
y6u8g ftranger, <^ todOc fueh a<iueftiaii^ 
Do you not know^ that it 'is cm»h 
death to approach U ?" " I 4oi" recam'^ 
ed Jadda^ '^ ^ancl yet am refohfdd to !go» 
fince it is for the xiioft .amiablb priiicefi 
in the World." « If it k. {(^tT <:ried the 
youths «* there is the rood/! 

Jadda now travelled on undl he <mme 
to the foot of the mountain^ and Mt al- 
ready the influence of the magic air> 
when he perceived a young woman draw- 
ing fome water at a well; ** Pray tell 
me/' cried he, " why you draw water 
from fo poifonous a fpring ?" ** You are 
miftakcn/' cried (he, "the genius erf* 
innocence guards this well, and it nmr 
pore duxii^ the conrnninafeed eartfct 

but 
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but what," continued Ihe, *' can have 
brought you to tlus daqgcrous fpot." 
Jadda informed her of his intentions, 
when fhe uttered a deep figh, " Ra(h 
young man," cried fhe, " you know not 
the cruel fete^ which a\s^its you, for no 
fooner do you fet foot within the verge of 
this ni6untain, but your body will be- 
come fwelled' and parched up, and you 
Htdll linger with the fatal poifon until 
deadi." *<^ I hare fwom," returned Jad* 
da» *^ to biin^ away the magic vial, and 
had ' rather die, riian return without it.*' 
" Firft, then," cried the young woman, 
" eoicnc widi me, to my mother's hut, 
we are placed here by the Ge^nius of In- 
nocence, to warn the adventurous travel- 
ler from proceeding on his way, and have 
laved the lives of hundreds." Jadda con- 
fented to turn back for a few minutes, 
whca he came to a fmall hut, where an 
.old woman fat fpinning cotton, who ap- 
peared very much fiirprifed to lee fuch 
a youth in that place. <* Raftx young 
man," cticd Ihet « Iwften from this fatal 
lpp(;,aa^give up the vain attempt, none" 

laid 



:i? » 
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faki /he, " can venture near the palace of 
the m^ician Hai-houk, who is not firft 
anqiqted with the magic oil, which is 
contained in a little filler box kept in this 
cotfagCj and which no one as yet has 
been able to unlock^ . and until a perfon is 
found po&fled of the key that belongs to 
it, the power of the forccrcr will remain 
fccure/* ; After this difcourfc, Jadda 
requefted to fee die filver caikct, but thf y 
would not let him, until he had bathed in 
die water ofthe.fpring, whichhe accord- 
ingly did, and at :his return, upon trying 
his little .filver key, it opened the filvcr 
cafket, at which the young woman ieem- 
ed quite overjoyed.— The moft delightful 
fragrance ifTued from the box, which was 
filled with odours drawn from the fwect- 
-eft flowers, with which Jadda anointed 
his hands and face. " You may now,*' 
cried the young woman, ^^ go on with- 
out fear, the Genius of innocence. wiU 
guard and protect you.," 

Jadda now proceeded up the moun- 
tain .unhurt by the peftilential vapour, 
and found the way fcattered . with the 

bones 
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bones of feveral people^ who had by ac* 
cident^ or from hardinefs^ ventured wiih^ 
in its limits, and died by the poifcm 
which floated in the ain* Jadda now 
came to a large pool of green ftanding 
water, filied with fiiakes of an enormous 
{kc,wh<y glided along the dried herbage 
which- abounded widi Venomous toads 
larg^ than he had ever kt^i he how- 
\e?er pailed them unhurt^ til! he came to 
tt biliidiBg of black marble, the entrance 
t^ which was ^arded by a bi^ black 
S59r|Mon tiibt meaibred ten feet in iengdik 
Jadda drew lus bow^ and let fly an ar* 
T0W> whkji wounded the fri^htfid xn-ea- 
tupe in- the mouth, and Tie fell to the 
^ound with the pain. Jadda pafled on 
to. a large dark room, where an old wo- 
tmm was feated, heating an earthen pot 
over the fire, and repeating to hericlf 
jpertain talifmanic words. As loon as 
flie faw a ftranger in the place} fhe ifent 
forth a moft dreadful fcrearti. Jadda 
however forced his way by,*and*afcended 
a flight of ftairs lighted by one glimmer- 
ing lamp^ when he came to a rooiiti 

• * where 
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wJiere the Cruel ibrcerer was iictmg by; 
himfelf reading a^ large book. " Who 
IS it," cried he, ^' who dares to interrupt 
me ? Wretch, you (ball prefently fuSer 
for your boldnefs !" When damping his 
foot, five mifhapen monllers entered 
die room. Jadda trembled with fear, 
but they only ftood entranced as they 
iaw him. The Ibrcerer now fell on 
his knees, ** I perceive," cried he 
to Judda, " you are proteded by the 
genius of innocence, and that you are 
polTeiftd of the magic key. Jadda now 
demanded the vial, when the magician 
took him to a dark clofet, in which was 
zn iron box that contained finsdl bottles^ 
out of which he u&d to drop a few dropa 
every night, until the peribn they cepre- 
fented lingered to death* *' In&mous 
wretch," cried Jadda, ag fiK)n as he had 
taken the vuU from hioi, <' thy power it 
now over^ receive, dieaefone, the rehvard 
of your cruelty. : this arrow fhatt CRd thy 
curfed ekiftence." With chefe words, 
he ikot the cruel ma^cia^ throiigh the 
hearty whaia fpim oflm cnchmtments. 



\ 

70 SIAMESE TALES. * 

fell to the earth, when the whole palace 
ihook, and at laft tumbled to pieces. 

The fece of things were now changed 
in a tnonwnt: the ii^t and poifonous air 
became dry and plealant^ a beautiful ver- 
dure appeared on the ground/and the ftag- 
nated pool of ferpents appeared a beautiful 
river. Jadda haftencd from die fpot where 
the palace had flood, when he was met by 
the young woman he had feen at the weU, 
who led a beautiful white camel; and as' 
foon as Ihe accofted him, put a filver' 
crown Opon his head ; '* Accept** faid (he, ' 
the honour due to you ;- you are one of ' 
the favourites of Sommona Codom, and 
for your love of truth and generofity, 
allihall henceforth be pleafantnefs and 
peace. This camel, who is fwifter in the ' 
journey than the arrow that flies from the 
bow, will foon ccmVc^ you to the palace 
of the princefs'; ywt will- then** conti- 
nued the geniusi ^ have the love of the ' 
fair Achamahia. You hive only to re- 
member,' that the caufe of all your fuc- 
ceifes'ha^ been yoUr virtue. Be careful, 
then, to dontintie die fame coiirfe, and ad- 
mire 
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mire the myfteries of the providence 
'which has brought you fo much good. 
The little key you found when fifhing, 
has been the means of bringing you to 
the higheft of human offices ; the acci- 
dent was defigned by the genius of your 
birth, and ought to (hew you that the 
good are always the efpccial care of hea- 
ven. 

Jadda now returned on the white ca- 
mel to the palace of the princefs, whom 
he found much better, but.vcry uneafy at 
-his abfence, and in wonder at her rcturnr 
ihg health. Jadda, however, requefted 
her patience until he could explain the 
circumftances, when flie heard him with 
adoniOiment and delight, ^nd expreflcd 
her gratitude in flie livelieft terms. - 
The princefs now called a tweeting in 
the divan, where fhe produced the magic 
vial, and addrefled hcrfelf to the nobles 
as follows: " What," cried Ihe, " does 
'the man defcrve, who has reftorcd Kfeto 
the* princefs, at the rifle of his own?** 
They all urtanimbufly anfwered, .he deV 
ferved to wear the crown of Si^m. 

• • ^ : "There 
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^ There Acn^'' cried the priacef$r3 poi^* 
ing to Jad^,i** i& your kiog^ why0 from a 
poor fiiib^b^jr has^ by Us virtue and 
courage, Faifed himfelf to the crown» aad 
{perits aU our love/' Thus did heaven 
blefs the homble Jadda. 

^* I am very mu^h delighted,'* cried 
-Nang-fa, ^' with the ftory of the Silver 
Key." ** Certainly," returned Souair 
kii, ^' the charafter of Jadda ia a very 
good one, and fhews how much Ipiieaml 
«fteem we may get by humility and com- 
^acency of di^firioiu Nothiog is tpQtt 
agreeable dvut the iecuring bj our.maa* 
ners, die good wiQies and fneodlhip of 
the worthy^" Nang^fa bluihed at tfaU 
diicourfe, *^ I flail be very happy," in- 
terrupted he, ^ ^' .to hear aaodier ftory as 
fi)0n as you pkafe. 

The &ir Soum-^kU was now very Gxr 
^neatly with Nang^fa, who bcrg^ ta he 
fi> very fbn4 of tier con^ny, that he was 
fcldom within doors, without q^akii^ Iter 
cooie aan$) fiit >w|iJi. hii^. Thegb^dtala- 
poineft took cai^e to improve it^fk Pf-* 
j^pituniries, 9a4 one evening, at fci». r<- 
^iie^ began the ftory of 
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THE 

GOLDEN BOOK 

WITH MANY LEAVES. 
<" il ' > •■ <. !) "♦» 

In the province of Me-tac, there lived 
a great mandarin, named Pouti-fouC:, 
who, though bkft with all that fortune 
could bcftow, ftill felt the want of con- 
tentment, he had bee.n married ten 
years, and to as mariy wives, withouf 
ever having had a child. 

At laft an old talapoin, who had fre- 
quently been, confulted, defired lyim ac-r 
cording to the cuftom of that country, tq 
fct apart a day for facred prayer, which 
was done ; accordingly, as fopn as the fun 
rofe, two large incenfe pots were placed 
in the outer, yard, and a fire kindled at 
the entrance to prevent ftrangefs from 
obmiding* Pouti-fouc, attended .t)y tho 
old talapoin> now prefented his petition tq 



I 
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heaven for a fon, at the fame time ac- 
knowledging all that God had bleflcd 
him with already, as health, riches, ho- 
nour, and long life. 

The old talapoln read the petirion 
with his face to the ground, and when 
he had done, threw it among fome burn- 
ing ruflies, in .the rncenfe pot, where 
it was prcfently confumed; he .then 
threw in three or four little bundles of 
facred paper, very fine and gilded, on 
which certain charaflers were written^ a 
fine blue flame now aicended fpirally to^ 
wards heaven, which was confidered as 
a favourable omen. 

A few months after the ceremony, the 
chief favourite of the mandari^n was found 
to be with child, and was foon after de<r 
liveredofthe nu>ft l^eautiftil mfant,per'>' 
haps ever feen. Nodding could equal the 
joy of the mandarin at this tvtnt^ he im- 
mediately retired to the temple, and re- 
turned thanks to heaven, and in due time 
the child was named Kelong, which figni- 
fies in the Balic language a wife child. An<» J 

other day was now fet apart for facred 

■ prayer. 
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, ^tayer, ivhcn the old talapoin agaiii at- 
tended to perform the rites ; he threw 
the facred paper into the pots of burning 
incenfc, but inftead of their bdng con- 
fumed, he took from amidft the flames, 
a little book, with manj^ golden leaves, 
clafped, on the outfide of which, was 
written in the Balic language, the word 
Soaung, which fignifies^ trutli. ** Upon 
the obfervance of the precepts Contained 
inthis fittle- volume (^ied the talapoin), 
will depend the happinefs of the child, 
it muft be prefervcd for hi. n with the 
grcatettcare, arid wiien he is bf fufficient 
age; he Tnufb be fent to the mountain of 
Cachon, where the genius of Wifdom 
refides, who will open the clafps of the 
Ipook, and explain -the tnyftcries it con- 
tains. .•'^^' 

Kelortgi who was edticated under the 
eare of the old talapoin, --grew handfomer 
every day; his mind wai humble, his 
manners unafFefted, his difpofition gene- 
ipous and humane, and his underftanding 
clear and enlightened. Thfe time was 
now arrived, when the old talapoin 

E 2 thought 
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thought pr()pgr to fend youpg. Kelopg to 
thc,moqrjtaiiiS:pf. i^achon^ . " jV^ydeap 
foil,", qried. hcj, pr^fenting ,to hixn the 
Goldeia. £ooH^ wifh finamy Icavesv " it 
IS now /fit th^t you flapuldfetrout on you^ 
journey, to the Genius, pfyW-i09fn^..w|i9 
will unfold,th^^racrcd;pages of this little 
yolumqi^to your^bfcryation, and inftrud 
you from its^ precepts, whence the.unhap^ 
pincfs of ,the^,. fqns, of men proceeds* 
Mayft.thou lejirn to avoid their errors; 
and the Great Sommona Codom direft 
you on youn w^y". ,.• 
:r Kelong looked wUh-dcl^ 
book> but a tear.pf .gratitude and love 
fell fro^ his.eyes at parting wi^th^he old 
talapoin. .. . 
. . Kelong |ia^ , not travelled far, before 
his attention was engaged by two young 
Tt^p^y^ fifhing on the fide of a river, one of 
thean caught, 5 great ^uniber of fmall fifli, 
biJt as fait as jie^ca«:hed them,, he threw' 
them into the river again, and went to dif- 
ferent parts of the river where he wa^morc 
or lefs fuccefsful, biit ftiU threw all he got 
into the river again. Xhe pthcr did .not 

. ' feem 
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fccm vo give himfctf that • trouble, fcfr he 
laid himfelf upon the grafs aid- w^fti^ 
for a bite, but before he could gcc- to 
take ih the line, they conftantiy efcaped 
from the hook. Kclong diverted himftlf 
Ttry much for fbme time looking zi 
fhemi and then went on a little farther, 
till he came tol a beautiful Ipot, wftere'he 
fet dovtf tx> reft. He was prefcntly 
accod'ed by a' young man dreft ih a blue 
rdbe, who enquired whidier he was go-* 
irtg^ ^Kelong ^hfwered, to the moiin-^ 
tain off Cach^h ; at which the young 
ftranger fmiled, "* are you mighty deflU 
#ouflf,"^ ftid he, "' to go thattifefofiie^afid 
nnpleafeiit road; • Kelong • aril1i^(cVc?di 
he was; - ^' Well;" -dried' the? yoiiu^ 
ftpangfefi ^ ffnce * it is fo, you had bettet 
take fome rePfefiiment before you go arijr 

• « - , • 

fcrthcrr' • Kelongiat firft refufed the of- 
fer tfife young man made '^him, but he re- 
newedhis invii!atr6n with Ibch courtefy 
and friendihip, that Kelong, who was 
captivated witli his 'manners, at laft ac- 
cepted the invitation/ •■ ■ •- - . ^ 

E 3 The 
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The young man npw kd Kefong to a 
bc^utiiiil.palaccv of whkc marble, whcrt 
they were received by a number of at-r 
tendaats, and led^nto a handfome falcon^ 
where a table was Ipread with the 
greateft delicacies the feaibn c<Hild af*' 
ford, the ftrang^ made Kelong-fit down 
with him, and helped him very^ plentifully 
to fruit and. wine, during the repaft, he 
endeavcntred. to ridicule-. him> on his 
intentions to go- to the-mountainof . Ca^ 
chon, andinyited him to ftay- in thc:pa-« 
lace, where he might pofleis all the lux-' 
yiiesoflife, without danger^ or fatigiyie^ 
Kelongr wsis too much delighted with 
the converfation and manner of his com* 
panioa to It aye hito abruptly, they there- 
ibreiat together drinking wine till late, 
and then retired to r^^ft, when Kelong 
indulged fome ^ery pleafing refleftipna 
on the charafter of his hoft, whofc com- 
plaifance and good humcyr had been^ 
kept. up to the laft moment i but as he. 
was amufing himfelf with ideas of the 
happineli of his companion, he was- 

aTarnicd' 
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tffarmedby fome dreadful fcreams which 
fee found proceeded from the young 
man's roonij and which engaged him to 
Kften more attentively,: when- he heard 
the moft difroal groans repeated, and the 
following, words : *• Alas ! what an un- 
happy wretch I am,* and how little- does 
it fignify that I have -riches,, when I am 
incapable of enjoying, them ; my con-^ 
fciencc accuies me tif the greateft ex- 
ccflcs i I have^ indulged my fcnfuality at 
the expence of innocence and truth* 
and fed the bitternefs of reproach i my 
crimes have planted^ angui(h and forrow 
in the breads of many,, and my extrava- 
gancies have nearly confumed my eftate ; 
no wonder then that my fleep is unquiet 
and the night long and weary. The 
morning, which giv€s fpirits to the 
poor wretch to renew his labour, only 
o&nds me by its brightnefs! O that 
1 could but fly from myjelf to fhun the 
iccrct accufations of confcience ! Or 
that I could be conftantly engaged in no- 
velty and diffipation ! 

E 4 Kelo.ig 
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Kelong was aftoniflied at thcfe words, 
and went to reft a little lefs pleafed with 
the fituation of the ftranger than he was 
before. When the morning came, he 
was, however, received by his hoft with 
the fame complacency and ' gaiety, he 
helped him as before to what was beft, 
and entertained "him with the moft pka- 
fant ftories he had ever heard, Kelong 
now exprefled a wifli to go forward on 
his journey, at which the young man 
changed countenance; and ufed the 
grcateft peribafion he was iftaftcrof to 
engage him to flop a little longer, but irt 
vain, Kelong bid him farewell, and 'left 
. the palace. * > . • * 

' Kelong now purfucd His joiirhey, ah^d 
foon came' up with a youth' who had 
been running with great eagerhefs ' in 
purfiiit of ^butterflies, through *the moft 
difficult paths and turnings, but beingneai* 
a: hut, whert a talapoin lived, they both 
went in to get fdmc refrcfhnient, when 
he obfeivcd the figure of the ftfanger; 
who fcemed quite fpent with fatigue. 
' ' • ' ' - ' The 
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^ The'tabpoiny Ilk*; iifcof that feft, was 
very charitable, and a^/ H- was late^ in- 
vited them to ftay iD;..thc Jbut all night, 
aiid ppepared themrabed,:' jKdlong fead- 
not bcien kid* ddwnibfigj, before. he heard . 
his coihparacui taifcingift* hisrHftfiepj-a^d: 
liftening to his; words, ' heard him 
fay, *^;bow long/ will it,.toje'feefoi:e 1 (hall- 
be chief ibaridarin of/ Siam^ and be&re I 
(hall wear the -^agne?". After, .'thi^' all 
^^s quiet; v aid cHfcloag I fell ' fitft a(le'ep* 
bac-.wUattvais his'iBiprire in thd mofriing, . 
vv^heri -he^foTiiidjhis .companion gone, anit- 
leaking tti the -window,-! few Jiim-irunBirig ^ 
along: the hills after .4. butterfly^ ^ wJiich. 
he p'urif«d with unrerftittiBgralaerkyf..;. . 
^ feelong after brieakfaft, cpatirfued ^Hi^ 
jeWtttyt 1 1© 1 the mountaihsv 6f rC^diOB,/" 
b«ci fei^ «tbfpti(iii».v*as i^tn:a)ttrA^d:.bjfi 
^'7:>Id»a^^^'twho/vra& kuiijAifmiAy! ('^kh: 
iUgv&rijfmaH': Achate .rpebWes, :whi(;Ij» 
hetpfniitto^. a; hsigy ! bvtdc^cd hinfifel^ (ot- 
n^choWldikhesnl, that he could fcarcely! 
cra^l].aianfg^i.; Kplofig* was^i^flgjigefl ,^% 
r€ffla&iiig.:bii iihztjhcr&i^i w^n^t was^ 

©ttaru^ted fay^ai^^ bq^tifu^ 

-''^v^ i K £ fawn 



\ 



^* SIAMESE TALES. 

fawn which he csMffcdYCtf mach^ bur 
what was Kciong's fiirprHe- when prr-- 
fcndy he faw him take a knife out of his- 
pocket, and cut his throat,, after whicb 
he bewailed over it with the rtioft pkeous- 
lamentations. *' How myfterious,*' cri- 
ed Kelong, " are the actions of men V 
but his attention was now diverted to ar 
pale lickly figure who was looking pg- 
iteadfaftly at the fun, *'Are you not 
afraid/' cried Kelong> *' of hivdng your 
eyes by looking fo ftedfaftly at fo bright 
an objeft." " 1 have been endeavourii^'' 
cried the ftranger, «* for many weeks to^ 
find a ippt in its diik, but without fuccefs* 
Keiong travelled about a mile for- 
Aer, when he law another man, who 
was fitting by die fide of a river, mur- 
louring to faimfelC He enqinred what 
ailed him, when the ftranger replied, I ao^ 
Baourning after a fitaft piece of filver,. 
which I have, by accident, let &Itamong 
the fand. **Havc you fearched for it," 
cried Keteng; " No,^ anfwercd die 
ftrangcr, •• it is in vain, all I have to do 
li to cotni^iato of my iU4uck''' Kelong 

how* 
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however perfuaded him to look for it, 
which he did for a long time, but without 
ibccefs i but at laft, when he had nearly 
given it over, he. picked up a fine pearly 
worth a hundred tical, and went away 
quite overjoyed with his good fortune. 

Kelong now arrived at the mountaia 
of Cachon, where his fenies were regaled 
by the moft delightful perfomes, which 
came from different parts of rt. The 
palace of the genius was all of white 
ivory, and a row of beautiful palms were 
in the halJ. The genius was feated upon 
4 praflat or throne of rich filk, and be- 
(ovc him afcended a fmall white cloud 
from a pot of incenfe, which almoft hid 
him from the figkt. Kelong proflrrated 
himielf to the ground^ and prefented 
the golden book with many leaves, 
** Approach, my fon," cried the genius, 
*^ you have done well, prepare to receive 
,rhe reward your perfeverance in virtue 
merits. But firft," faid the genius, " it is 
fit that the myftery of the golden book 
with many leaves, fliould be explained. 
At thefc words he bpened the clafp, 

E 6 when 
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when a diftant found of thxindtr "was 
heard. *' Read" cried the genius, ^* you 
thrill now fee how much good may ber 
colleded from the common iricidents of 
life. The two young men fifhing (bew 
you the efFefts of inconftan<!y ..and idle- 
ncfs; the jfirft neglefted his foccefs, and 
loft continually all he gained 5 and the laft 
never catched any thing> being too 
indolent to attend; to what he was about. 
Thus it is fnen forfeit the Ucflings* Pro-» 
^iderice dcfigns them by their wcaknefs 
or perverfenefs. 

. ** The young man who fo politely in- 
vited you to his houfe^ is a ftrikii^ in- 
ftance of the melancholy ftatc to wbich^an 
inordinate love of plealure debafcs the 
inind. Avoid my fon the danger, and 
kam to know that there is . an end of 
peace, wfeen there' is stnend of^irtoe: - 
" The youth pyrfiring the .butterflies, 
Ihcws the toength' of human yinity, fuch 
are the empty puriuits of pride\and am- 
bition. '. ^ : 
.'<< The manleading the fawn h a pi<SiK« 
of j^aloufy. -He carcffedbis fi^6tirite 
. -. ' J . for 
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for a timCj but ^tl&ft- feeing ,his.(}?yft> 
fhadowfondiing.it aJfOj-and caking Jtf6r 
a reality, cut his throat ; . equally W^afc 
and uofounfied is,;f(>nficrirB:es„ die jealcnrfy. 
of men, ;_;. c. i-i ,/. . . ■'• : i. 

" The fickly figure who was looking to 
find a fpot in the fun, is alfo a piflrure of 
envy. Beware of its baneful influence ; 
it debafcs the mind, and deftroys, hap- 
pinefs. 

*' The man at the river fide, who loft 
the piece of filV-cr mofhey; slnd in fearch- 
ing for it picked «p a pearl, fhews how 
ungrateful it is to be difcontentcd, and 
the necefllty and ufefulnefs of exertion 
and perfeverance in misfortune. ' 

" Such" cried the genius, " are the 
examples you have met with in your 
j(ourney to the mountain of wifdom, con- 
tinue to make obfervations on the com- 
mon accidents you meet with through 
life, and when you are involved in doubt, 
feek the explanation in the golden book 
with many leaves.'* 

Nang-fa feemed very much pleafed 
during this ftory, and as he had a great 

deal 
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deal of natural good fenfe, feemed to fbf« 
iake his levity, and attend very ferioufly 
to the inftfuAton it afforded. « I will 
now'' cried Soum-*kti tell you a hu« 
morous tale^ it is called 



THE 



SXAM£S£ TALES. 



I . THt STORY OF 

CHING^QUAW^ 

m 

THE LITTtE BA!f DY-LEGGED TAYLOR. 



^ There lived m the city of Bancok, a 
littk bandy-legg'd taylor, named Ching- 
quaw^ who diough the beft humoured fel- 
low living,, was unfortunately married to 
an ill-tempered wife whofe whole delight 
was in grumbling and fcoldinjg. 

It happened that the poor little taylor, 
had been for fome time withojit any work> 
ib that he led but a very untomfortable life. 
One evening in particular, he had experi- 
enced fuch unhandfome treatment from 
his good lady^ that he wifhed himfelf dead 
an hundred times. ^^ You little ugly doj^^, 
you>'' cried Ihe in a paffion^ " are we to 
ftarve? What do you do there fitting 
in the chimney corner^ lucking your 
thumbs ? get up and ^ yourfelf^ or PlI 

take 
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take the cudgel to you." " I will, mjr 
dear," anfwered the poor little taylor, 
'^ don't be in filch a violent paffion, if J 
hav'nt the work, I can't do it, have, a lit- 
tle patience, ' prdvidcnce \iil! do fome- 
thing for us by and by." "Providence !" 
cried Ihe, *' what are we do for dinner 
tomorrow ?" ^^¥ny now^ my dear" re- 
turned Chipg-qu^w, " have a little pa- 

tierfce,/apd' believe me, that wefliall, 'by 

, ' • ' _j "'.' •.••• '- '»' 

fomc. chance or other,' have a good din-' 
ner toiriorrow,^ if not a nice fupper to* 
night/* Jn. this manner the poor little ' 
taylor and his fcold of a Wife pafled the 
greater part pf the evening ; flfcfijitiing 
and fretting, while he fat frembfing in 'Ae 
corner, of the room faying his prayers, " 
when prefently a knock was heard at the * 
door^ *' Blcfs me I** cried the poor lit- 
tt ta^lori who K^d juft' jumped VP^j^ht ^ 
on his legs, "do gd^'my'dear> ^Hd fee* 
who'ir is ? r have a ftrong notion we' 



"You are. a fool," Cnecf Ihe; « arid al-' 

from 
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froth tht Bazar, OT toarfaet placed put a 
fin^ fifliinto her h^iids;. . ^ O ddr ' huft 
band," cried fhe, •* look here, we havfe 
got fotncthing good to: eat." ^' I told 
youfo," anfwcrcdthc litde taylor; ^^ I 
told you providence ^ould take cat-e cf 
US," So ybudid, my deaf,"^ cried fhe; 
<Mnd what ^ fey ^rou' now, to have It foi- 
fupper?" ".With a:ll iiiy heart," ^ arii 
fwered Ching-quaw,ro down theyj fkt; 
and ncft having had fo deliciom a i^e^^ft 
for; fometimc,alm<5ft'ea;t ir ap. 

The next night however- all- the fifli 
W^s gone, and' the poor little- taylor'i 
ill-Ratured wife' -i:fcgan ta ^fcdld iW^ii 
ig^n very heartily. '' " Stop a iitllei m/ 
aear/'.&idhd, ^^*'r€rtter«berthe'filh."tia 
bad hardly* fpoke thefe - words, when a 
knock was heard jat the doot,- and the' 
faifte man,' put into Chiri-quaw's liandi 
fodic very fine JoBfters, arid'^without alk^^ 
ing to be ^paid fbr^' ^hebv weiit away.* 
'' Bldfe«e, my liear,'* cried the iittte 
taylor «3^ his wlfe^ ^ fee what pravkl'ence 
has : done for us !'• . <' Well,'* crkd Ae; 

- . ' ' . finee 



fince it is fo, let us fct'down ^nd rh^t *«* 
goodfupper, in fhortyfhc continued in-^i 
very good hiimbur tilt all- the lobftcrt 
were gone, and found no work come iiH 
when Ihe began as ufijal upbraiding her 
poor- huiband^^and called Win manyop-^ 
probfous- n&mesj tiU littk? Ghing-quaw 
reminded- hor^ tbat^ tt^ was ^akom^ the^time 
of the Bazar* nian'<8 coming*, when fur({ 
cnough^^ as^ ufuali he came to thet doof^ 
and as ^hey were fpeaidog, put into her 
hands a bag^pf ri€t;.and a few dry cadii 
«• What !" cried flic, fobking- at them 
with contempt, '' Go back> if you pleafci 
and bring me a nice finaU turde,'' Upon 
whiclv the man took back, the r4ce and 
cadi; and went his way^ ** WeH, cried 
little Ching-quaWr. wheit^ fhe catne injt 
" what have you got, my dear^'^ 
*« Why^ the rafcal,i' cried (he,. " had the 
infolence to bring^me a* little rice and a 
few fipall fiih, bati fent him away with 
a flea in his ear." At thefe words the 
poor Utde taylor turned aspale as« alhes* - 
** My dear," faidhe, " what have yoa 
done ? how couldyou be fo ungrateful ?" 

•* Why, 



^Whyj you fool, you/* cried flici "I: 
lellyou'be k goaetoge&me a nice fmall 
turtle." 

Poor little chi9&;quaw and his ill-^ 
tempered' wife fat above two hours Iha-- 
king their knees, . waiting for the bazar^ 
man's return^ but he never came any)' 
xnore, when* at laft tha poo^ litde taylor>: 
thus remqnftrated^ with his wifc,^ " My; 
dear;.this fhould learn us to be content;, 
and to accept the blelChgs providence 
beftowsf nay,, even to be fatisfied with 
what (he fends, though it may not be ex- 
adtty what we like;, a litde dry fifti 
would have been bcttet than nothing; 
and wha knows; but hekt time we might 
have had a nice turtle to boot ; you now 
fee the confequence of murmuring and 
difconfeni.' 

** There fe,'* cried Soum-kii, "a very 
good Icffon in the ftory of Ching-quaw» 
The Almighty looks with^ an impartial 
eye upon^ his children,, and providence 
attends more faithfully to the wants of 
the poor than fortune docs to the ridh ;> 
ike frcquendy defcrts thcm>. and leaves 

her 
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Jkr* fev<)urit€d to degrading poverty; 
buf tSii' the poor, providence from htf 
bounteous ftore, beftows in the nioiiientf 
of ncctflity, efiough to eonifort aftd'tc- 
Ktfvt thtrrt J It is^ottly our fiegled or in- 
gfatilUde that prevents- hep interfercn'c^e 
ftr usy you wilt find>"-cried the ta?apo- 
inefs, « the fiiigular pbwer hf pt6i/ldctiC€ 
dgrplai^^ed in thei followin^>itoiy : • ' • 



V' }ir.c, • -1 ' -♦ 
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THE HISTORY OF THE 

... I 



,TWX) YOUNG MERCHANTS. 






Two young merchant^ livQcUn. th^ 
city of Cam-pcfng, who .being feft, .y«ry 
fqantily, converted, their little^j3W)neyiiitp 
merchandizes, . btit foun4 thto>fe|¥«i5- pof- 
feflfed of only one p^%rl j^^pki^^ M¥ith 
this iittle. ftQck, th^y dt^weya* *ventylccd 
to fet piit.in the wprld,- therftl^fSr ioer- 
ch^nt v(^as named Nar^fcWj : figmfying* . 
fubtle min(\y be. was ve^y; i^refi>l;^dirii- 
tJuftrigug, bpt. artful j fllff^cipAi^^jmd c<^ 
vetowj the younger, wh^fe :Pam«; 3«fa^ 
Nang-fi or gcQtle min4j w^- ^6 tanid 
generous, and trufted . more j:© :) provit 
denw for hjsj 6i^<;!ef& than. ;his own lOia^ 
tjagement. :; Nang-^fou wasJia ^dl made 
.young muhy Isftit r itt^faTQWcAj ..Nangr^fi 
l\idii^i g^sfe ,iKinAiiig ntanher,.! uuih\^f 

I .> X ix f . V / :.■ , *»iiVi -ill '-'»....•-* 1.. i 



'finely proportioned form, and a comaJN 
'jianee full of tendernefs and expreffion. 

The two *y ounglnerchants having ta- 
JcciiJeav« of ^acn-peng,* travelled into 
Me-tac, where they went to the Bazar, or. 
-public market *pfecc, and having hired 
a (hop of another merchant, cxpolcd 
their two pearis to fale. It was not niany 
hoars before a moor.ftopt to look at 
them, and aflced Nang-fi the price. 
^< Mine,*^ cried Nang-fou, ^4s a pearl of 
great worth, fit for theking 'of Siam him- 
*lf/' " How touch do you alk for it ?'* 
cried the moOT;/*' Nothing Ids," cried 
ht than ^ tboufknd tied:'* " Give me 
the pearl," ^^ied the moor, " there is 
•the »money,** telling it out. After this the 
TOOor went his way, and left him m«ch 
^delighted with his good fortune. *' Why 
-did not you," cried he to Nang-fi **^^lhew 
your pearl alfo ? you fc^ how well I have 
i)argained for mine, ivhich - was not 
wofth a twentieth part of what i^e has 
given* for it." *• WcB, never mind," 
ericd Nang-fi, " perhaps my poor pearl 
will bring me fomcthing yet, If I am 

unfortnnatc 
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nmrortunate to Jajr, I may not be To to- 



ijyiorrow/' 



-The .next ^ay Nang-^fou bought 
Tome more merchandize, and they 
travelkd together to riie city of Siam, 
where he difpofedof them to great ad- 
vantage, btit poor N«ing-fi*s pearl ft ill re- 
mained on his hands, as nobody cared to 
purchaie it, after being attracted by the 
beautiful merchandize his companion dH^ 
played, *^ Well,^* cried Naing-fou, as they 
were fhutting up their fhop, " What do 
you think now ? is it not better to ufc'Our 
own ingenuity and carcj^ than to truft to 
chance? you might have obtained as 
good a price as I did, if you had not 
been fo fcrupulous." *' Never mind," re- 
turned Nang-S, << perhaps I (hall kssve 
better luc'k to-morrow, and without afk- 
ing twenty times as much as my pearl 
is worth/' Nang*(i would very g^ly 
have quitted biis brother merchant after 
what had happened, had he not been um* 
der obligations to him ^ Ibme littk 
money he had lent him, wjiich he was 
unable to difcharge. ^*Alas!" ^rricd 
^ -. poor 
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poor Nahg-fi, /^ho^v wretched a fituation 
is it to be entangled with a bad man ! \0^ 
Godi in theigoodnefs of thy providence, 
fetftiefrec. 

The next.^^y: as Naug-foy. was bufied 
in felling his: wadoesi a lady cametinto the 
ihopy and after having turned over a 
greatnumbep of things, and pwrchafing 
feycral, ' was , juft ^ing .away,: . whcnvChe 
caft her cyefionNang-fi^and feeing him 
ftand very! t;howghtful Ahd difconfoJate, 
alked him 1nTa;bri(k tooe, what he had 
todifpofeof? "Only one fmall pearl,'' 
cried he, fhewing it.^p her. '* Dear mp," 
anfwercd'the lady, ";what aibewty it is, it 
is -only fit- for the.princ^is ►of Sianjj no 
doubt but the prict 6f it is very high/! 
Nang-XoUi v^as all. this time maldng.%n% 
to. hisL brother .merch^pt, tq ^flc;her 4 
feaodprice^;,butih^ difcfein^d t<?.ufibifu<;h 
tneaig ^BvfUQoefs, fcnd.ri^frlied .^]\\^t ji? 
nzt.hm:.%iy^rfj6f>s^U^m. {>earl>;p i5^n^ 
tioning thie>nuo&teeJto^jti<;^lit w^ worth* 
-¥J wiflb^'Striiea tlwiJitdyi" I^|td )notparte4 j.^ 
md\ all ioy {moneys } ;. thiijk . I ^lev^T ffliW , : 
fccba ht^itjL in ipyi life,. : J a(» qyitpjo 
•30-1 love 
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love with it." Nang-fi, feeing the lady 
fo much delighted with the pearl, would 
fain have made her take it away, and have 
trufted her for payment, but that fhe re- 
fufed. " You are very good, fir," re- 
turned Ihe, " but pray tell me before I 
go, have you nothing elfc to fell?"^ 
** No, madam," cried Nang-fi, " I fet 
up with this pearl, and no one has yec 
alked the price of it except yourfelf^ 
but my companion has met with better 
luck." ^' And pray what did he fet 
up with ? " cried the lady. '' A fingle 
pearl alfo," returned Nang-fi, After 

this converfation, the lady having eyed' 
him very particularly, went away, and 
left them in doubt who Ihe could be, 
when Nang-fou repeated his contempt 
for his companion's manner of dealing, 
and told him he would never do any thing 
for himfelf while he lived. 

At night after the fliop was Ihut up, 

Nang-fou went as ufual to walk, and left 

.* Jiis brother merchant at home, who fcated 

* himfelf at the door to enjoy the plcafant- 

/> nels of the evening, ^when an old cu- 

F nuch 
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nuch, who had pafled backwards arfd 
forv/ards fcveral timfs, alked his name, 
of which he vas no fooner informed, than 
he faid, ''then it is you that I want, 
yon muft follow me, and bring along 
wirh you the pearl you have to fell/* 
Nang-fi, who was overjoyed at this news, 
,run immediately in doors, and having 
found the pearl, fet out with the eunuch, 
who led him through a great number of 
feye-ways, till he was very much afraid 
to go -any further ; at laft, however, they 
came to a portal where the eunuch went 
-in, and having firft blindfolded Nang-fi, 
took hold of his hand, and led him that 
•way for fbmc time^ till they ftopr, and 
?the handkerchief being taken off his 
•facc^' he found himfelf in a magnificent 
room. :A-beautiful young lady was fcatcd 
on a velvet cufhion, furrounded by fe- 
.inaleflaves, who were playing on all man- 
ner of fweet inftrunents, and finging to 
amufe her; when Nang-fi entered, they 
all ftopt at once, and filence continued 
until the lady (poke. " Young mer- 
chant" cried ihe,il I am the fame perfon. 

whom 
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Xvhorn you faw at your fliop this morning, 
Snd am fo very much charmed with 
your politcnefs and good-ftaturc, that I 
villi very much to be better acquainted 
with you; moreover," faid (lie, ♦* I am 
the daughter of the mandarin Ling-po, 
-who has lately been commanded by the 
king of Siam, tt> find a fit perfon tofuc- 
teed him in his ofEcevmy father being very 
aged and infirm. Happening this morn- 
ing to mention my adventure at your IJiop^ 
he made me relate the. particulars, and 
Vas lb much pleafed with your honcfty 
and good nature, that he dcfired me to 
Tend for you privately.*' Nang-fi was 
fo confounded at firft, that he was 
unable to-' make any anfwer, and only pro- 
ftrated hi mfelf before her, till (he raifed 
him with her own hand, aud made him 
fit near her on a mat placed on pur- 
pofe for him. It was not long before the 
tnandarin came in with the king him- 
ftlf, who was difguifed that he tnight not 
be known. " Sir," cried tht/hdy to her 
fether, '^this is the young 'man whofc 

F 2 whole 
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whole fortune confifts of only one finglc 
pearl, and who would fo willingly have 
trufted me with it this morning," Nang- 
fi only bowed his head in filence, when 
the king ordered the attendants to bring 
a purple robe, which he put on hi^ 
flioulders with his own hands. " Young 
man," cried he, " one poor fingle pearl 
has raifcd you to the highefl: office in 
the gift of the king of Siam ; you arc 
now a mandarin of the firfl. order, and 
muft attend on me only." 

Much as Nang-fi was tranlported with 
his good fortune, he was not forgetful 
of the providence on which he hadfo con- 
ftandy depended, but breathed a filent 
prayer of gratitude to heaven, as they^ 
led him to the divan, which was full of 
people: where the king prefently ap- 
peared dreft in a vcft of beautiful bro* 
xraded fattin: "1 come, my people," 
faid he, " to prefent to yoU a young man 
for your miniftcr, whofe heart is uncor- 
rupt I i^uch a one is moil likely to make 
you happy, and is only worthy to fuc- 
Cicd.the good ling-po. Enquise not 

into 
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into his birth, nor who he \si the man 
of integrity in all fituations defer vcs ho- 
nour and promotion. *' Every one was 
filcnt while the king fpoke, but he had 
no foorier concluded, than they rufhed 
forward to fee the young Nang-fi, who 
bowed with complaifance to every body, 
and accepted the office beftowed on him, 
with becoming modcfty and hefitatiom 

The new mandarin had been but alhort 
time in his new office before he pub- 
Kflied an cdid, that all perfons, howeyer 
poor or abjeft, who wifhcd to prefer their 
complaints to him, fbould be heard on a 
certain day, when, if aggrieved, he would 
" redrefe them. 

The day being arrived, the hall was 
very much crouded, when the decifions' 
made by the new mandarin appeared fo 
good and juft, that he began already to 
be beloved by the people. Amongfl: 
others who attended, was a poor man, 
iivhofe face he thought he had feen before. 
« I come, great fir," cried he, " to pre- 
fer a charge againft a merchant, who 
fome weeks fmce fold me a pearl for a 

F 3 thou- 
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thoufand deal, which price heperfiiadiecJ 
me ^as confiderably imder the real value; 
but 1 was ovtr-r cached very much, for 
when I offered it for fale, I was told 
it was worth nothing at all, and have had 
it by ,me ever Cnce." " And where is 
this merchant/' cried Nang-fi, " he is 
here fir, in the court,"anfwcred the moor>. 
pointing to Nang- fou,. who . ftood in the 
throng. " And what has been the con- 
fcquence," cried the mandarin, *^ of this 
z& of injufticc." " It has been my ruin/*^ 
returned the moor, *' for my creditors 
have come tipon me all at once^ and 
having no money to give them, they arc 
now going to carry me to prifon." " Ani 
are you the merchant that has done this," 
cried Nang-fi to his brother merchant, 
who did riot know him in the fumptuous. 
apparel in which he appeared. " I deny. 
the charge/* cried Nang-fou, ^' I never 
faw this man's face before ; he is a per- 
feft ftranger to me." ^' Have you no. 
wi tnefles,'.* cried Nang-fi to the poor , 
moor, '^ No fir,'* faid he, ^* there was 
pnly a young man in the Ihop, at the . 

time^ 
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time; who was his partner ; but I fwcari 
by^:Sommana Cocbm that what I fay is^ 
true/* " That will- avail you nothing," 
C4;icAthc mandarin^. " there mud be a^ 
witnefs to the fraud, or he muft befctaD 
liberty." " You fay,*-' continued he to* 
Nang.foiT, "that you ncvtr? faw thb 
moor's face before," " Never,*' repeat- 
ed Nang-fou, '* I will fwear ic." " Hold>?* 
cried the mandarin, *^ Nang-fou firfb 
look at mc, know that you fee in the 
chief mandaria of Siam, tkc merchant? 
Nang-ii : I am witnefs againft thee-?' 
As foon as the merchant knew who it- 
was, he hung down his head with (hame- 
and confiifionv *^ And were you great 
fir," exclaimed the moor, "his com* 
panion : alas I remember now your face, 
^nd fhould have bought your pearl, had. 
not he told me it was not.wortL a fingla 



coris." 



The mandarin now turned to Nang-^ 
fou, " As your crime has been thean and 
bafe, fo muft your . ponilhment be ex- 
emplary : you muft render to this poor 
man all the money you have procured < 

F4 by 
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byyour impofition,and let the unjuft learn' 
this ufeful leffon, that the injuries they 
do to the good and innocent raifes tliem' 
a friend in God himfclf : the very means, 
you took to hurt me, have brought mc 
to glory and honour : had you not under- 
valued my poor fingle pcarlj^ * it would 
not have fallen into the hands of the fair 
Sii-pac*." '' Thus are the myfteries of 
providence explained," continued he, 
*' to adb with impartiality j all parties are 
ftrangcrs to the juft judge/' This then 
is the fentence I pafs, all your ill acquired 
property muft be the moor*s, for there is 
attached to it, while it is in your hands, 
the curfe of ill-gotten wealth ; but I re- 
colleft 1 owe you a fmall trifle, which is 
juffly your own, will you be content to 
fet out afreih on the fmall ftock it will 
purchafe, '^ Mofl: thankfully/'' cried 
Nang-fou, *« I am afharaed of my former 
conduft, and wiU moft readily part with 
all I have to make atonement : I have 
bccnuojuft^ anddeferve all I fcall fufFer/^ 

• 

* Srenifying the beauty of the mouth. 
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« The Almighty/' cried the young man-- 
darin, pardons not the repentant finncr 
to (hun and defert him, but to give him.- 
Comfort : let the fons of men follow the 
great example." " Go/' faid he, " and 
henceforward do as you would be done 
by: remember that the bleffing of God 
upon one fmall pearr brought Nang-fi 
to hx)nour and promotion," 

The whole divan fhoutedwith praife 
at the decifion of the new mandarin, evca 
thofe who were dilpofcd to rcflefton his 
former fituation felt themfelves awed and 
confounded. The fair Sii-pac blufhed at 
ihe praife given to him,, but it was more 
than fimple approbation fhe felt, Ihe 
loved him ; for one day as he was ex-^ 
prelTing his gratitude to the fair author, 
of his good fortune, Ihe thus replied^ 
•* My father admires your virtues i tell 
me, is there any thing wanting to com- 
|ilete your happinefs that is in my power* 
«6 grant.*' ^ I have already," cried 
Nang-fi, *« received too much." She 
msid^ no reply to this language, but her 

* - 
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tycs told him to aOc what he pleaied f 
while he in obferving her paffiorij felt- 
his own^ and in a little time he added to 
his other good fortune the poiTeflion of 
the fair Sii-pac, 

Nang-6 looked very thoughtfiil after 
Soum-kii had concluded her ftory, when. 
ihe> obferving his dilpo(idon> addrefled 
him as follows : ^ My dear young friend, 
I perceive your mind is a foil in which 
truth and virtue will readily mature i 
cukivatioa alone is wandng. It de- 
lights me that I have the power ta • 
amufe you^ but much more that with 
amufement I can mix inflruftion^ which. 
will make you good and happy in future. 
When firft I faw you, I was aflbrcd that, 
the gentlenefe of your looks proceeded 
from a good heart * levity may have oc- 
cafionally betrayed you. into ibme few 
follies, but your mind is, I am fure, in- 
capable of encouraging vice : bleft then. * 
your father, by difcarding thofc errors 
which have made him uneafy, and be 
fatisfied that peace and pleafantnels at- 
tend only on the virtuous," Nang-fa. 

biufhcd 
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blulhcd at this difcourfc, but felt more 
contrition than offence. " I will to- 
morrow," cried the tilapoinefs, " relate 
to you a ftory which will give you a 
dreadful example of vice." When the 
next morning arrived Soum-kii begaa . 
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THE STORY OF 

THE UNJUST MANDARIN. 



TMt mandarin Tchi-long had govern- 
td for many years in Siam, under a prince 
who confined himfelf .almoft entirely ta 
the women's apartment; and by his vo- 
luptuoufhefi and negligence of the affairs, 
of government, fubjeAed his people to 
the tyranny of a corrupt minifter. Scarcely^ 
any thing could exceed the burthens 
borne by the inhabitants of Siam, and the- 
grievances they daiJy^ fufFercd from the 
unjuft and cruel Tchi-long. 

Among the fervants of the mandarin,, 
was a young man named Anvu-rut, which 
fignifies in theBalic tongue, a great mind, 
he had rifen from the humble fituation 
of a fhepherd to be the chief favourite of 
the mandarin, and was dilVnguifhed by him 
above all others who attended the court, 

Anvu-rut was modcfl and unafTuming, 
and fo fenfible of the favors which had 

been 
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lieciT fbcwn him, that he was conftantif 
rieady to obey the commarids of the fu- 
perior who beftowed them« Although he 
had . received none of the advantages of 
education, he had a natural inclination* 
to pkafe every one, and to do good ta 
all ; his heart was inftruAed in the facred 
leOfons of the Patimouc without having; 
ever read its pages; the truth had 
been imprefled ftrongly upon his mind 
thro' all the wonders of nature, and di- 
re&ed him where to bend ia adorado» 
to a fupreme being. 

. The motive of the mandarin Tchi- 
long . in chufing the gentle Anvu-rut for 
his companion, could only be gueiled at;, 
ibme imagined it was to acquire a cha* 
rafter for liberality, others that he in- 
tended him ibme real, good ; but thofe. 
who knew the mandarin better, conclu- 
ded that it was to make him fo depend- 
ant on^his^will^-that he mi^t enforce any^ 
commands he pleafed, fince he knew he 
was mutrh too humble to contradidt his 
wiihes, aiad too tmambitious to diftui^b. 
kis peace*. 

A few 
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A few months ftcmed to have fixed- 
Aiivu rut in the favour of the mandarin^- 
• he confultcd him on every occafion^ raifed- 
him from one dignity to another, and 
poured fb many obligadons on him, that 
he veiy foon forgoc his birth and former 
humble, but happy lot. 

The heart of Anvurut beat, for Ac 
firft time with ambition, and pride fwellcd 
his bofom : the mandarin did not fail to 
encourage the fever of his mind, and to 
pour in frefh draughts of the fatal poifon 
lb well adapted to his purpofc., Tchi- 
long wallowed in voluptuoufnefs and 
vice, and Anvu-rut followed to the ban- 
<juet ; yet in 4he midft of all this he was 
not happy ; he daily faw the orphans and 
the widows little property torn from 
them to feed the, extravagance of the 
mandarin ; he iaw the humble fupplicant 
rcjc&ed with fcorn, and die rich ofFendcr 
pardoned with impunity; he would Tome- 
times fay to himfclf in a moment of re- 
colIeftion> " are thefc things right,'* but 
the awe and refpedk he felt fior the man- 
darin made him view all his aflions throf , 

a falfc 
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a fidfc medium, and he was: only angry 
with himfclf for fufpcfting fo gr^ar a 
charaftci*. Anvu-rut could not avoid, 
however, at times enquiring of himfclf 
the caufe of the many favours which had 
been heaped upon him, " Why is it^'* 
cried he, " that I am fo highly honoured 
"who was only an humbk Ihepherd; it 
muft be that Tchi-long has a friendfliip. 
for me, fince his generofity has no bounds;, 
he may have faults, but no doubt the. 
malice and envy of his enemies have 
exaggerated them beyond the truth; I 
will myfelf try the heart of the man- 
darin the jirft occafion that offers, and 
judge of him without prejudice. 

It was not long before Anvu-rut had 
aa opportunity to fulfil his intentions : a. 
poor widow had ibme years before made 
a claim before the mandarin of fomc 
money which fhe was entitled to by the 
death of a relation. Tchi-long had or- 
dered the money to be placed b his trea- 
fury, and no more was heard of the affair 
till the poor woman made her complaint 
to Anvu-rut, who the next time he faw 

the 
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the mandarin reprcfentcd the whole afiair. 
« Is it poffiblc," cried he, " that I fhould 
have been guilty of fiich negleft ? go to 
my treafury, and get the money immedi- 
ately ; it is time the poor woman fhould 
have it; you have obliged me very 
much by reminding me of her claim^ 
which I had forgot/^ I am fatisfied, 
(cried Anvu'-rut, after he had parted from 
the mandarin) this man is' not what the 
world reports him ; he is both juft and 
generous. Thus artfully had the mandarin 
infinuated a falfe charafter of himlelf inta 
the mindof Anvu-rut, and catched at the 
opportunity of doing one fmall aft of good- 
ncfs to cover his future mifchievous de- 
iigns f but thefe were not die only means- 
he took to make him ready to obey ; he 
knew very well that he muft alfo make 
htm dependant. Anvu-rut was naturally 
gay, and the fudden change in his fortune 
had led him into extravagancies that 
could not eafily be fupported. It was in 
thefe moments of difficulty and cmbarraff-- 
mcnt, that Tchi-long came to his affifl- 
ance, and fupported him in all his e^-' 

tremities 
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trMnitics with the grcateft apparent 
friendfhip. It is certain the mandarin 
fek pleafure in relieving him, fince he 
knew very well it would entangle him 
in obligations he could ^not get rid. 
Thus the unfortuatc Anvu-rut became 
every day more dependant, and tho' the 
feveurs done him were never mentioned, 
they ft ill at times difturbed his repofe $. 
he felt uneafy at his lituation, and tried 
' to forget it in new fcenes of mirth and 
rion At laft one day the mandarin fenc 
(or Anvu-^rut on bufinefs of importance, 
* there is," faid he, '^ a rich merchant of 
the name of Sam-kou lives in this city, 
who has affronted me, it will be a good 
opportunity to feize on his property i 
you fhali go and put my -commands in 
force; I have the king's permiffion to 
put his fignature to the Order.** Anvu-rut 
filently fubmitted, but bis heart again 
alkedhim, '* Is this right," and he went 
very unwillingly to enforce the commands 
of the. mandarin againft the merchant, 
whom he found to be a very worthy man,, 
and that his only fault was, that of having 

by 
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by^his induftry acquired toa mtich weaK&U- 
Anvn-riK now found it more difficult^ 
than, ever to excufc the conduft of his^ 
mafter, and endeavoured entirely to fhum 
the enquiry,. 

Various wer« the afts of injuftice which 
liiGceeded the one againft tho» merchand 
Tlic unfortunate Anvu-rut now fuffcrcd^ 
aU the anxiety and wretchednds which a* 
j^^odmind experiences when dependant oiit 
a inid man. The -mandarin iaipolcd om * 
hisfervant conftandy new offices^of.in*^ 
humanicy and oppreffionj' till at lengtb 
he funk into melancholy, and frcquendy 
wandered to the plains of Laconcevan 
^hc« he . had formerly lived, to amufe z; 
difcontentcd heart> One day he happen-^ 
^ to dired his walk to a Ihady . grove^: 
that fcemed made /or contemplation** 
^ O God," cried he, " rclieYC me fromi 
what I no wfuflfer,andreftore me once inore* 
to poverty and thy/avour > let my fituatiom 
be again humble^ that J may be. happy ^ 
aflift me inthygoodnefs, orthyfenrantwill^ 
b^ unable to extricate himfelf from vice* 
Q fave me for 1 walk on the brink oif a. 

prc^ 
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precipice." As Ahvu-rUt fpbke thcfe 
w^rds, he obferved an old man v/alki«g 
towards him with a book in his handt 
** Son/' cried he as he approached, " par-* 
don my intruding upen yo«i but you 
feem unhappy i the good Sommona Co- 
domdocs not like to fee -the countenance 
of youth clouded with forrow. God 
loves the fmile of chearfulnefs, and neve? 
meant other than blefllngs to mankindi> 
*' Sire," returned Anvuwur, <^ you have 
judged rightly, my face only expreflca 
what r feel, an uncafy heart" " I think>** 
cried the old talapoin, *' I can find in this* 
volume, a remedy for that worft of difr. 
cafes : be unreferved with me, tell me the 
caufe of your unJiappinefs,.{ind attend 'te- 
the inftfuftions of the facred pages of the 
Patamouc.*'Anvu-rut was eafily pre vailed 
upon to rejate his ftory to. the ftranger,r 
who invited, him to it with all the mild-^ 
nefs and. good- nature of a friend: 

After An vu-rut had concluded, the old 
talapoin alkcd, if he remembered how^ 
eaiy and pleafant his moments pafled,^ 
wbea he was in the humble fituacion of< 

a^Iheg-p- 
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a Ihcphcrd, and whether he would not be 
ready to refign all the honours he had 
acquired in the jwlace of the mandarin 
for the peace he had loft, when he an- 
fwercd " yes," " O God," cried the 
talapoin, " how wonderful is thy pro- 
vidence." '' It is forbid," cried he, 
" that we fbould aifi>ciate with the bad, 
not only becaufe it ofiends thee> l>ut be^ 
caufe it leads to our own wretchednefs 
and mifery.'^ *' I (hould advile you,'* 
continljcd the talapoin, " to fly fn>ni. 
tSic palace of Tchi-long, and feek in the 
barren deierts of Laconcevan, a fuftenance 
among the brute creation, rather than 
fofier a life of impiety and mifery ; tut 
it is written in the book of providence, 
that you arc to endure this flavery a little 
longer, to bring about fome great event 
of which heaven defigns you to be the 
«gent : chear up thy mind : obey the 
wretched Tchi-long in all his commands, 
until they fhall extend to fome a6fc which 
will Ihock thy nature, and make thee 
fliudder with horror; then and not tilJ 
then come to thefe woods, you will find 

me 



SIAMESE TALES. ii, 

aic here ready to comfort and diredt 
you." As Anvu-rut liftcned to thcfc 
words, he thought he obferved fomcthing 
more than mortal in the looks of flie 
talapoin,and fell proftrate on his face, cry- 
ing out " O father, you hare poiJred 
balm into my woi^nds, but alas what can 
lave the wretched Anvu^rut; I am loaded 
with debts and obligations to the man- 
darin.^* *' Afk not,'* cried the talapoin, 
^* what can favc you, look up and feel." 
Anvu-rut felt a(hamed at his fears, and 
xctiring from the grove promifed to obey 
the inftruiStions he had received. He 
now returned with a heart much lighter 
than before, when he was met by an offi- * 
cer, who came with a melTage, that the 
mandarin wanted to fee him, " Wh^t 
new aft of injuftice am I to execute now," 
cried he to himfelf, mufing as he went 
along. Tchi-long was at the palace 
ready to receive him. *' 1 have fent for 
you," laid he, " on an affair which is 
important to my happinefs. I happened 
fome months fince to fee bv accident in 
her garden, the mr Ka-fon, daughter of 

a man* 
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a' mandarin of the fourth order; Ihe 'ts 
beautiful as. the' morning, but difcreet 
and modeft, I have made offers to het 
father, which he has rejtrfted with fcora ; 
but I have thought of an expedient to 
make them comply with my wi(hes, here 
is the fcal of the king of Siam, go diredijr 
to the houfe of the mandarin Sari-btJut, 
and carry him to prifon, on a charge 
which you (hall exhibit againft him, of 
imagining the life of the king. I will 
find witneflfes to fiipport your afleftfbns, 
which muft conVi<5k him : either I will 
pofiefs the fair Ku-fbn, or he fhall die for 
his temerity in refufing to fend* her to 
the palace." Anvu-rut expoftulated in 
gentle terms againft fuch an aft of maiii- 
feft injuftice, till the mandarin, who 
burned with rage at being contradifted, 
faid 'te him, "*« Wretch \ is this thy grati- 
tude, doft thou forget how much thou 
art indebted to me, and that it is in my 
power to fend thee to prifon for life 5 go 
inftantly and execute my commands, and 
let me hear no more of this." Anvu-rut 
fearing he had gone too far, bowed, and 

promifed 



rprornifed not to offend hifn again by 
difobcdience. " I am fatisficd," cried 
the mandarin, ^' bring mc the daughter 
of Sari- bout, and believe me your friend.'* 
** This," cried Anvu-Tut as he retired, 
'^ is the canftant curft of cowardice and 
vice: 1 was more 'independent when a 
poor (hepherd than now. Oh ! why 
have I made-myielf thus fubjedl tojnfult 
and oppreffion/* 

An vu- rut, was received by the fair 
Ka-fon at the door of her father's honfe. 
"I am comei" faid he, *• to enforce the 
orders of the king: the 'mandarin your* 
father muft go with me.'* *' Alas fir,'* 
cried the 'lady, '" what has he done." 
"He has been guilty," returned he, " of 
treachery to the king, and has imagined 
his death." ^'^Who is his accuffer,'* 
replied Ka-ibn.'" ** Tam cried Anvu-riit," 
" You fir, why he knows you not." 
" No matter," returned he, *'' I Ihall 
produce my charge againft him in the 
divan to-nfiorrow, before -the chief msm- 
darin." '• Then ! " faid die fair Ka fon, 
*^ all is over: I fee plainly our ruin is 

de. 
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defigned. Q Sir, how is it ? your coun- 
tenance fpeaks tenderneis and compaf- 
fion i and yet you are the perjured ac- 
cufer of the good 'Sari-bout.'* « Say 
no more,** cried he, " you muft alfo fol- 
low me to the mandarin.'* It was with 
difficulty he avoided explaining his whole 
heart to the gentle Ka-lbn, but the in- 
ftru6lions of the talapoin prevented him. 
When Anvu-rut returned to the pa- 
lace, he informed the mandarin what he 
had done. *^ you have aftcd your part, 
well,'* cried he, ** and if you continue to 
be my friend, you (hall not fail of being 
handfomely rewarded." 

The next day Anvu-rut vifited the 
grOves of Laconcevan, where |ie met the 
fame old talapoin he had feen before. " I 
am come,*' faid he, " to afk your aCift- 
ance j a page is already opened in the 
volume of blood, I am called upon by 
the mandarin to give falfe evidence 
againft the good old Sari-bout for crimes 
which will affcfl: his life, nor can any 
thing avert the fentence, but his reiign<- 
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ing his daughter to the cruel Tchi-long," 
" The chapter is full/' returned the tala- 
poin, " and the cruelty of Tchi-long 
muft end/' '^ I am prepared for your 
coming," faid he, " follow me, and afk 
no . queftions." Anvu-rut obeyed, and 
followed his conduftor, until they came 
to a cave in the middle of the grove, in 
the midft of which flood a marble table, 
and a burning lamp. The talapoin, after 
having wafhed his hands, went in, and 
took out of a clofet a fmall gold cheft, 
on the top of which was written the word 
retribution. " Take this,'* cried he, 
^^ and follow the inftruftions you will 
find therein, and all (hall be right." 

When Anvu-rut returned home he 
opened the little cheft, in which he found 
two fmall vials j the one with a label and 
infcription, " pour the contents into the 
coffee of the mandarin ; " the other with 
a label and infcription, *' this alone can 
favc the life of Tchi-long. 

The fair Soum-kii now being a little 
fatigued, retired to take fome repofe, 

G and 
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and left Nang-fa to reflefl: on the mylte- 
nous ftory Ihe had in part related, which 
however he was fb eager to hear conv- 
pleated, that the next evening he begged 
her to proceed with theilory. 
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'CONTINUATION OF TITE STORY 
OF THE UNJUST MANDARIN. * 

In the morning Anvu^rut was xarefiil 
to pour the firft vial into the cup, out 
of which the mandarin took his coflfeey 
which he drank off without any fulpipion, 
and immediately afterwards went to the 
divan, at-tended by Anvu-rut, to whom, 
he gave fuch inftrtiftions as cowld not 
foil of condemning the unfortonate Sari-* 
bout, 

, It was not long beforfe the officers of 
the<:ourtbroughtinthe unhappy prifoner, 
attended by the fair Ka-fon* The charge 
was now produced againft him by Anvu-. 
rut, and iupported by the teftimony of 
feveral perfons hired by the mandarin. 
It was in vain he declared his innocence: 
the proofs were cftablifhed againft him, 
aad the many who knew the charafter 
of his accufcrs, fufpc6ted the real caufe. 
of his profecution, yet they dared riat^ 
cxprefs their thoughts* He was fcnten-* 
ccd to be torn to pieces by elephants. - 

Ga The 
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The unfortunate Ka-fon now followed 
her father again xo prifon^ calling ot\ 
heaven to redrefs his injuricsj and publicly 
accuGng Anvu-rut of perjury. His fted- 
faft coolncls could not however be fha- 
ken i he only replied, *^ the will of 
heaven mufl: be done/' 

When the divan broke vp, Anvu-rut 
had orders to bring the wretched Ka-fon 
to the mandarin. She had retired to 
her father's houie, and when he arrived 
with the officers, exclaimed, " monfter ! 
what hellifti motive could urge you to 
fijch cruelty as you have this day prac- 
tifcd? Crocodile! why do your looks 
^>eak gendeneis and mercy, when your 
heart is hard as a rock." Anvu-rut, 
who was almoft ready to (ink under her 
inveftives, had ftill the prudence to an- 
firor, ^ the wifl of heaven mufl: be done." 
, As foon as Ka-fon was brought into 
dpie prefeace of the mandarin, ihe again 
bunched out againft the author of her 
fidiefs fiificrings. ^^ Rafh woman,'' 
crtcd Tchi-long, ^^ the mandS^rint your 
£ith£r has been juflly condemned ta 

punifhmen^ 
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puniffiment, but it is in your, power to 
fave his life : you are poiSeffed of charm^ 
which Qan foftcn the moft rigorous juf- 
tice : I will engage myfclf to obtain par- 
don of the king, on condition that you 
confcnt to be the chief favourite of his 
mandarin," " Hold, impious tyrant,'* 
?ricd the fair Ka-fon, " My father diei 
innocent) I will alfo die; Your crueltyi 
which has fpread like a peftilencc over 
Siflfn^. can. purfu^ m no further than the 
grave. Trtmbfc theq ipighty mandarin, 
for tfe QiH'fe pf the oppreflcd hangs upon 
thee, ^nd wilk plunge thee into hell itfelf." 
The vizir ftarted at thefe words, and 
burft into a torf ent of r^e. *^ Co,'* feid 
te- to AnW^-rup, ^^' and inftantly bring m« 
the head of the wretch her father.*' 
'* Before I can do that/* cried Anvu-xut 
iwith firninefs, ** thou wilt thyfelf be no 
moi« Lfof kmw mandarin tkcH art- poU 
Jonedy , . .; 

: Tohi-lorig: feardjed pale at thefe words. 
'i«x Gracious heaven,'* cried he, " who 
iias done this/' *< I have," anfwered 
Aavu-t^t, «^tiiy crimes We fgrcaddctj 

Gj folation 
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lolation over thy country; the wulow'i- 
heart has bled with thy wrongs j the or- 
phan has been robbed by thy injuftice; 
the virgin has been Favilhed from her 
friends 5 and the innocent doomed to 
fwfFer, to gratify thy licentious ap- 
petites ; but it is time the chapter of thy 
injuries fhould end with thy death and* 
iafamy : joy and peace returns to Siani/* 

<* Is it poffible/' cried the aftonifhcd 
Ka-fon to^ her- delivered •* furc thou art^ 
feme good geniij who lias thus wonder-^ 
fully wrought the Virill of heaven : O for- 
give me the harlh e^refiiofis I have 
uttered/' 

The mandarin now awoke from the 
frightful ftupor into which the laft words 
of Anvu-ruthad thrown^him* "Wretch !** 
erred he, "one fatisfadtion ftill is left mei 
and that is^ that thou fhaJt die before 
me/* With thefe words he left the room 
in doubt and horror. 

The greatcft phy ficiansf of Siam were 
i mmediately fent for to the affiftance of 
the mandarin. The king, as foon as he 
knew his fituadon^ fe nt alio an old tala- 

pom>' 
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i^ihi who was greatly fkilled in the 
power of magfei but all endeavours tver^ 
hi vain, the poifon began to make a fwift 
progrcfs to his^^ heart,, and he now felt 
the horror of his fituationr- 

The king, alaf njcd at the ftate o( hi3 
chief mandarin,, hailened to his palace, 
and found him a pitiable obje(fb i. he was 
at the 'point of death, and in hU agon/ 
fent for the injured Ka*fon and her fadier. 
Anvu'^ruti wha had alfo* furrendered 
himielC attended with them^ The man* 
darin, affrighted at his- own cpnfcience, 
now confefTed his crimes before the king, 
and' ftemed only' defirom. ta live, that he 
might atone for the paft. Among other 
things he aflced the life of Anvu-i;ut> 
whom he ackaowledged he had. bafdy 
injured, by making fo good a heart fub- 
fervient to his dcHghs. *^ I die," cried 
the wretched Tchi-long,.^^ unforgiven by 
heaven, ami abhorred by menr all is loft,. 
k is now too late for me to atone, 

^* No," cried Anvu-rut, " heaven, 
&d' jufti is merciful," and now took the 

G 4 fccond' 



liS SIAMESE TALES. 

fecond vial from under his robe. " Drink 

•of this," faid he, ** and live/' AH were 

aftonifiied at the words of the gentle 

Anvu-rutj but they were much more 

« 

furprifcd when they beheld the mandarin 
tafte it and revive. The king himfclf 
felt awed and confounded. *^ Defervir^ 
young man/' cried he^ to Anvurut, *« the 
favourite of Sommona Codom, thou haft 
difcovered to me, that no prince is able 
to make his people happy, who is in- 
capable of ju(^;ing of the a&ions of his 
minifter, or who hides himfelffiom their 
complaints. It is d^gned by heaven, 
that thou fhouldeft i^pply the place of 
the unjuft mandarin, who inuft reftore 
jAl he is fraudulently pofieiTed e^ and 
fubmit to banishment ftx>m Siam. *' 

*^The fentence is juft," cried (be man- 
darin, *' but too mild for the guilty Tciii- 
long, rather tsike die life of diy fcrvaBt*" 
The k-in^g however ^tisfied inmfelf with 
the fentence he had paiTed,. he had now 
only to give liberty to the poor old Sari- 
bout and the young mandariiv ^^ &/ Ka- 

: fon. 
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foni her tranfport exceeded all boonds \ 
when Anvu-rut turnir^ towards her, faid| 
" lovely Ka-fon, I have witnefled with 
anxiety your painful fufferings, but could 
su)t relieve you, thus my heart beat with 
impatience for the time when I mighf 
give plcafure to your brcaft, all 1 aflc, \^ 
return for faving the life of your fa^ 
ther is, that you will recompenfe n^c 
^it'h that love you are fo capable: of bfr 
(lowing. ' J 

The fair Ka-fon blufhed at thisTcqweft, 
but her heart directed her to accept his 
love, and it was not long before they fbr^- 
gbt their misfortunes in conjugal hap- 
pincB , 

A few days after tranquility- wa$ ra- 
ftpred to Siam, ,Anvu^ru€ went to the 
grove to feck the old; talapoin, bijt 
looked for him in vain ^ he wf at to the 
.csEVt. but: found it. empty, and wa^ ren 
tirtngy wh^n he . heard a voice a£ a dis- 
tance, and beheld . a tall jfOJin^ map 
. walking tovrards Him in a light blue. vefl^. 
sfisnt, withia vliite.i:qS)e^ hi* fepc. wa^ ,^ 
ifairjas the morning, and his eyes were 

G 5 like 
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like the rays of the fun, in his hand he 
held the facred vohime of the patimouc. 
« My fon^" faid he, «*1arewell, my work 
i$ over. I am one of thofe genii who 
attend on earth to aflift the weak and 
cpprefled, and check the power of the 
^wicked. I aflumed the fhape of the old 
talapoin the more eafily to brtng about 
^hat has happened. I am acqtiainted 
with all that^s paft, continue to do good, 
truft in God, be chearfbl and content." 
Vfhk thefc wokIs the genii diiappeared> 
leavbg Anvu-rut to contemplate die 
tnyftcries of providence. 

■ " Indeed," cried Nang^fa, when die 
talapoinefs had concluded her ftof]r> 
^* you have feewcd me a melancholy 
inftance of the end of vice. I find>** 
cried he, " I have miftaken vny much 
the way to I%appiiie&, and have negk&ed 
fnany prtecpts; which lead to it ? but tdl 
ifte, my dear Soum-kii," cried he, ^ k" 
1 ttas in fatui^e -to change my conduft, 
do you think my ^ther would receive me 
tohis&vour. ^He will be lejoicedi/' 
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' cried flie, " and let .me carry the S^ 
tidings of yaur refolutlon." ". I ^ al- 

rmoft afhamed>" faid. he, to let you ^gO.?'' 
"It is no fliame, ." replied : fhe, *St)0 
confefs our faults. It (hews a fioblenefe 
of mind to rcfQive againfl; eu? faypuntc 
habits and inclinations, and if you are fin- 
cere, you will be fure of the applaufe o£ 
the good/*' With thefe words. fhe tools; 
his hand, and kd him into the prefence 
of the mandarihy Sam-fib, ^' receive,*' 
faid the raTapoinefsV** *^ your Ion, he de- 
fires to be reflrored to your efteem, and is- 
worthy of it, accept him from my hands." 
The old mandarin was overjoyed, at this 
interview, and clafped his fon in bis arms 
with all the afFedtion of a parents. 

Nang-fa now feemed more beautiful 
than cv-er, his manners were foftened. 
His pride was fupplanted by gentlencfs 
andhumility^and.his difpofition generous 
and humane,- He attended with dili- 
gence to the improvement of his undcr- 
ftanding, and his mind fought after the 
truths of religion. Soum-kii would now 

^ G 6 have 
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hart taken her kave of the court of 
Smi> but Usaig-fsk was much too fond 
of her tb aHow it- H9 jbegged that 
Ibe might be permitted to be with him> 
iliid in the moments when his occupations 
would permit^ to cohmue the Siamefe 
Tates, 
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SECOND PART. 



The feir Soum-ku refmried Btr femploy 
with gaiety and good humour. She had 
.^und from obfcrvatioii,.. that the heart 
/ef Nang^fa.was generous midfincere^ and 
fsptn fo noble a fiiperftru£hire hoped 
much. " How delightful^'* faid Ihc tK> 
himj while ht; liftencd to her precepts, is 
the latisfadion of a virtuots mind, and 
how much good refuks from die duties 
of religion. How much does modefty 
obtain from praife, and by application 
what knowledge may we not procure, 
prudence is the beft prevention ofadver- 
fity, and fortitude the only way to extri- 
cate m from difficulty, temperance is the 
prefervation of health, but humility bet- 
ter than them all ; in the bread of humi- 
lity all is peace and fatisfaftion ; pru- 
dence and fortitude are natural to it, even 
adyerfity, which rankles in. the breaft JT 

the 



m SIAMESE TALES. 

the proud, falls like a blunted arrow 
from its armour. It teaches that we 
are weak inconftaiu beings, the children 
of pride and error, and bids us look up 
alone to the God of All- creation for fup- 
port. Vain are the plans of policy and 
art V Vain the hopes of merk and' of 
even wifdbm herfelf, unlefs the* bleffings 
of heaven attends human exertion, yet 
let not man itiurmur at his infufficiency. 
. Difirontent is reproaching a providence 
ever ready to afford us jielp, much worfe 
is it, when . we receive the bleffings of 
comfort from its hands> to be reftlefs and 
unhappy becauie they are not exa£Uy 
what we like ; /fuch was the d>fpofiti(on sof 
Radab, whole hiftory I wiU now relate 
to^you:. 
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THE HISTORT OF 

RADAB THE MERCHANT, 



Rai>ab had lived for many years in 
the city of Ban-lac rcfpcfted and efteem^ 
cd, his little fliop afforded him all lh<c 
comforts of life, and he was bleft with a 
virtuous wife, and a beautiful infant^ in 
fliort, nobody could appear to be more 
happy in cirumftances, yet Radab was 
diicontented> he was continually conceit- 
ing plans to enlarge his fortune in life, 
and wilhing for fbme extraordinary 
chance to bring him riches; atone 
moment his mind revolved upon fbme 
fcheme which Battered him with obtain- 
ing the luxuries' of life; at another time 
it dwelt upon making a voyage to fome 
difbnt country, where he cxpedcd to 
meet with gold and diamonds in abun- 
dance^ and at a thini he imagined hsm« 
' ^ • felf 



/ 
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fclf making a rapid progrefs to prefer- 
ment at courts It Was in vain reafon 
rcmonftrated, he flill continued to in- 
dulge his favourite thoughts, and his fitu- 
ation became daily more irkfome, till at 
laft he refolved on making a voyage 
to the ifland of Geylon. Radab imagi- 
ned that happinefs con filled in riches, 
^id the being enabled to gratify his in- 
clinations ^ !nien£ble to the blefllngs he 
himfelf enjoyed, he was conftantly pic- 
turing to his imagination the charms of 
wealth and honour, k was with fuch ideas 
that the fclf-tormented Radab arofe, and 
went to reft, till one day retiring to the 
bath he felt himfelf more heavy than 

. ufual, the wind blew> the rain defccndcd 
in torrents, and the Sff was filled with 
dark . amf ponderous clouds. Rad^b 
looked from .the window^ and beheld 
the ftorm;- " A)a&!" cried he, "Jmw 

,<«3retchGd i^ , l^ignan exiftence i How 
heavy and delightkf^ do the hours of the 

4oh f£ man paf^J Every thing has the 
&me meianehoif afpe€i, and one day re- 
iemble&iai0dier in dullnefs and ii^npidic|f ! 

I enjoy 
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I enjoy no pleafures^ I have no amufe- 
ment 1 the many cares I meet in buflnefs 
will not allow of them ! I am careful 
and yet I fear conftantly difappoint- 
ment 11 have reafon to think my bar- 
gain with one perfon wiU not fucceed^ 
and that I have been over-reached by 
another! My wife isi unwell^ and may 
get worfe ! My little infant tooj has 
many troubles to gp throvghj 0ie wiU 
hardly efeape the plgguie^ or mil he cut 
oi^ perhaps, in the £bwer of riper agip 
lay a nifdigflfimt-fever/* Si;cli were the 
nielancholy refle&ions of ' Radab the 
mercbsMy w^en* there appeared before 
Jxim a yovng. ^nm&^fr ^eft in white> 
wkfa a blue gihUe t^Hind; his waift^ his 
face was mild^ and his manners gentkr^ 
and CQcnpofedj but his eyes feemed to 
ihcd the rays ©f wifdom and truth. 
«* Radab," faid he, " how ungrateful is 
it to complain^ art thou not enriched 
with a fiifficiency which never fails thee ? 
halt tliou not a kind companion to thy 
bofom ? Art not thou not blelTed with a 

beau- 
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fccautirul infant, and numberids othtiT, 
favours of providence? And yet art: 
thou difcontcnted; thou art difheartenei 
at the common accidents ^ life, which 
liow and thenron crofk; thou art pcevfflx 
at trifles, and diftiiayed with diiHculties^ 
'which thy faith ought to te«:hth8e to. re- 
move ; ar gioonv of difladsfadion is 
^readover thy countenance, infteadoT 
•thechearftil fmikofgrsitittjdei and thou 
^iiirmweft when thy.' duly demands rc-^^ 
'fignation^; ihoti'' fergettft the mulritude 
'€>f good fbihgs thW enjoy eft, and like 
one who teokeeh tiiFOugk a convear mir^ 
'ror, thy dtfippo^ntments are ei^gc<^ 
ind madeVgreat^r than tihey really are;, 
but it fs the evil geniusf wlio thus deceives 
thee, who felfcly pcrfuades thee ,thou ait 
wretched, and^tekches thee to murmur 
Bgamft heaveiv; rather await the time 
and will of the-Alhiighty ; return to thy 
bufinefe, be chearful andfatisfied." Witk 
thefe words the genius left Radabj who 
ftiUy fcnfible of the crime he had been 
guilty ofy^ exclaimed, <f Oh God,, ceafe 

not 
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Tiot thy bleflSngS to me,-* aficT add to 
Aem, only as thou Iccft fit." 

Radab now returned to bufincfs and 
went on very well for fomc time, ht 
feemed ta enjoy more of life, and t» 
taflc its comforts with a rdifhi; but this 
did not laft long ; a friend of his* returned 
from the ifland of Ccylon> who had made 
a great deal by his merchandize, and 
Radab's mind was once more difturbed 
with new wifties to accumulate wealth, 
he checked at firft the impulfe, but it 
leturne^wWifgTWtet fofcc^he tangiiflictf 
onee more kia melancholy incertitude, 
and was not long before he wiflied to 
ramble with as much eagemefs as even 
At laft, one day, as he was returning 
from the bath, he met the young 
ftranger, who had before accofted him* 
** Radab," faidhe, "I am the genitis 
of mankind, the Great Sommona Cot- 
dom has heard tiiy complaints; follow 
thy inclinations; thou flialt meet lucccft 
to the utmoft of thy wiflhes." With 
thcfe wordsj the genius difappeare4 

leaving 
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Icav^ Radao to refleft on what he lud 
fiud ; he^ however^ was too much picked 
tnth die permifflon granted- him> and 
the promife annexed to it, to hefitate long 
what he fhould do ; he went immediately 
to hisfriend die merchant^ ahd confulted 
him about his intended voyage. 

Nang^fa, here interrupted the tal^ 
poinefi, " No doubt/' cried he, « b« 
die merchant will be fufficiently puniflied 
fbr his difobedience of die genii'a ad^ 
vice." •* You will hear preraidy,'' ue- 
tumed Soufti-kti» ^ but your andcipa^ 
.don isrery juft> iuice to ^ery tn&wice 
.of human error, a punifliment is asutf^ed;; 
4lie xtvsrtt &^erc^ Ibmedme^ becaufe it 
ihews us, dtat our mofti fatrouced incU- 
nstionsy £>far fromaffordinjg us, wh^we 
hoped from them, lupply^ ua Calf, with 
fireik caufi^s of difcontent^ and wretched^ 
nefi; virtue alone is fccure front, this 
di&ppointment^ as fhe is codtenttd wieh 
litde,. fo the advaht^;es (be receives, air 
ways exceed her expedlations,. caufing 
in the mind de%ht and gratitude, ac- 

com- 
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companied with a modcft recoUedion of 
our own unworthincfe of fuch favour, 
but you will learn more from the ftory 
of Radab, than the moft preceptive 
language can convey, therefore," cried 
Soum-kii, I muft requeft your attention 
to 
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THE CONTINUATION OlF* THE 

STORY OF RADAS THE 

MERCHANT. 

Hadab laid out the greater partdT 
his money in merchandize. It was 
not many months after,* when he ftt 
fail from Banfac, in a Ihip bound to the 
ifland of Ceylon ; the mariners were for 
five days favoured with line temperate 
weather, but on tlie fixth, at noon day, 
the Iky became darkened all at once, and 
a moft dreadful ftorm came on j Radab 
began now to repent his raftinefsi and 
would gladly have been at Banfac, but 
his fears were redoubled, when he be- 
held clofe to the fhip, a large black rock, 
on which Ihe prefeiitly ftruck, and went 
to -pieces. Radab had fcarcely time to 
aflc protedion of the Great Deity, before 
the force of the waves carried him from 
the wreck upon the land, almoft breath* 
lefs and fpent with fatigue. At this mo- 
ment the iky brightened and the fim 

gilded 
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3gilded'the edge of the large black cloud , 
which ftill partly hung over the deiblate 
ifland on which Radab found himfclf cafl: 
away ; he firft looked for the veflcl, but 
in vain, not a fingle plank was left, nor 
one of his companions faved« he thea 
looked about him, but could fe^ nothing 
btit a poor uninhabited ipot^ the graift^ 
and herbage without verdure, and burnt. 
up, and tTie trees withered and old* /* 
God!" cried he, ''how havel^end^d 
thee, that I am left to perifli on tliis bar* 
ren place ! Why hadft xiot thou rather 
^ftroyed me in the fhipwreck ?" Ra- 
dab, after tiring himlelf with thefe com- 
plaints, fell in a found fleep, after which 
he felt himfelf refrcihed and rofe up to 
walk. KEe continued to wander fome- 
time, but was njorc affefted than ever, 
when he obfcrved that the whole ifland 
feemed^ in the fame terrible ftate of de- 
felation> nor was there any other figns of 
its ever having been inhabited, except 
the bones and fkeletons of animals, 
which lay fcattercd on the. ground, . 

Radab 
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Radab continued his walk until he 

. came t<j the foot of a large rock, where 

he found fomething like an entrance. 

After examining it more cafefiilly, he 

obferved two folding doors which were 

fhutj and a knocker of mafiy l^ck metal. 

Sadab hefitated a moment, but at laft 

Hfted it up, and it fell from his hand 

with a dreadful hollow found, the gates 

now opened j not a creature, however, 

was feen, which furprized him fo much 

that he was almoft afraid to enter. He 

recolkfted that he had reproached 

heaven by his complaints when he was 

caft away, and trembling with ^ dan-» 

ger, entreated the d^ity to forgive and 

protect him. After this he felt new 

life, and^ boldly palled through a long 

entry, which was lighted only by one 

glimmering lamp at fbme diftance, and 

at laft came to a flight of fteps all of 

black marble, which he afcendcd, and 

purfued his way through a number of 

rooms, hung with old tattered hangii^s> 

the fiirniture ;in difordcr and broken to 

^ pieces. 
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pieces, and the moft beautiful paintings 
defaced and fpoilt. At the end of one of 
thefe apartments was a Ktde door of 
•highly poiifhed ebony. Radab ftopt £t 
moment hcfitating whether he fhould 
open it ; curiofity, however got the bet- 
ter of his fears, and he turned the lock> 
when he difcovered at the end of the 
room, a throne of bkck velvet, on which 
was feated a thin young man with ft 
cro^f^n iq>on his head, pale and de*- 
jeAed, leaning his face upon his hand^ 
in a thoughtful attitude, but feeing Ra- 
dab enter, he looked up and uttered a 
heavy figh. After remaining lilent a few 
niinutes> he addreiled him as follows : 
" Young man, what accident has brought 
you to this wretched place -? I have now 
hctn here a hundred years, and have never 
fcen a human creature all that time ! O fly 
from the horrors of this gloomy place I 
and leave me to my forrows." Radab> 
trembling, related the circumftance of 
his being caft away on the ifland, and 
was expreiling his aftonifliment at what 

. H he 
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he had fecn, when the king of the delb* 
late tfland took Mm by the hami» and 
burft into tears^ *« You are, no doubt/' 
cried he, <^ furpiilbd at the appearance 
of every thing about you^ but you 
would be much more fo, were you to 
hear the tndancholy hiftory of the un* 
happy wretch you fee before you j lit 
down, and take fome refrefhment, after 
which I will relate my m'lsfoitunes.*' Ra^ 
dab couH not at firfl: imagine how re.^ 
freihment could be procured in a place 
fo barren and wretched, till the king 
Itampt with Us foot, when a table, filled 
with the greateft delicacies came out of 
tlie ground ; ** Come,*' cried the king, 
" taftc of diis banquet, it is the moft de- 
Ucious in the world, and is prefented be- 
fore me every day i it is to me only, that 
it is tailelcis and inlipid." Radab eat 
very heartily of the fruit, which was the 
tao& delighcfiil he had ever met with, 
bpt he was very much aftonifhed to fee 
the king of the defolate iiland put away 
every thing he himlelf touched with 
difgilft. 

Radab 
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Radab was no fooner re(reflied> than 
he took care to remind the king of the 
defolate ifland of his promife, who, after 
looking for fome time ftedfaftly on the 
ground, and uttering a deep figh, began 
as follows: 
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THE HISTORY OF 

T H E S . M A, 

THE KING OP THE DESOLATvE ISLAKQ. 




*' My father," cried the unhappy king^ 
'^ was named Ka-fab, which fignifies 
in the Balic tongue, the clear light ; he 
was a lancrat of the firft order, and 
preached the pure principles of the Siam- 
cfc religion in a retired fpot on this 
ifland, which was then the moft beauti- 
ful place in the whole world. The bar- 
ren fands you now behold were once rich 
Vallies, (landing thick with corn, inter- 
mixed with the moft beautiful vineyards^ 
The air was then regaled with the 
•delightful fragrance of the orange, the 
pine, and die cinnamon j while the pa- 
roquet, the Java fparrow, and the lawrcy 
fpread their gay plumage on the trees. 
Nature had blcft the inhabitants of Pub- 
fiiflg with her moft luxuriant ftores, and 

heaven 
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ficaveil had befto^ed on them a mild and 
a virtuous kmg. You willfoon hear how 
this delightful harmony was dcftroycd* 
You behold in me> the wretched authop 
of fo' melancholy a cljange, the crimes 
of one deijcftcd wretch, have fpread defo-. 
lationu through the fertile iflandof Pulo- 
fangi 

When I was very young, my father care-- 
&lly inculcated into my mind the leflbi^sof 
Sommona.Codom,-to which I have fre- 
quently liftened" with delightand rapture, 
happy had: it. now been, for: me; had I 
continued to follow the leffons-of the vi-^ 
nac,. but alas ! a fatal curiofity foon de^ 
ftroyjcd the innocence of my heart, and- 
when- 1 once became acquainted with 
wee, mifcry foon followed. 

There is near this .iflahd^ a fmaller one 
called. Fiiloconfo, or the ifland of magi* 
cians, which, fortunately you have ef^ 
Gaped, for had you becm caft away upon* 
it, you had, perhaps, met. with my fate; 
My father conftantly checked my en- 
quiries about the fnlall ifland, the paf-^ 
fage to which was dry at low water, and^ 

Hj forbad 
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forbtd me to pals over. He informed 
me it w^ the rcfidence of the evil genii 
Mal-mouc, who was always bufy to lead 
the children of men into error and vice, 
and told me if ever I felt tempted to crc^ 
over, I muft refift die inclination in the 
firft momeW. 1 was iufficientiy fright^ 
ened at what he &id, to attend for ieveral 
years to his advice; bitfialasl the time 
was now arrived, when my father was to 
leave me to myfelf ; he was very aged, 
and felt the^fwifc approach of death, 
when he called me to him, and put into 
my hands a fqroll compofed of a golden 
leaf Thcf->ma (laid he), when I am no 
more, open this facred leaf^ it is written 
by the great Sommona Codom himfcl^ 
it will inftrud you in all (ituations, and 
in the moment of temptation and danger, 
will> if attended to,be your proteaion,evea 
fliould the powerful genii Mal-mouc fe- 
duce you by his enchantment to error 5 k 
will, on your opening one of the foldSj in- 
flxuft you to avoid the power of magic,an<f, 
by Its talifinanic virtue^^ can protcft you 

agaiiift 
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againft fbrce and violence ; keep it con- 
ftandy about your perfon, and may the 
great Sommona Codom blefsyouj with 
thefe words he departed. 

I remained fome time| after my father's 
death, happy in folitude, and arofe every 
morning with a light and chearful heart, 
to adore the goodnefs of the creator ; 
my mind was a ftranger to the pride and 
vanities of the world. I vifitcd the city 
of Fulo-fang, but it was only now and 
then,, and I always returned to folitude 
with delight, to enjoy the pleafures of 
peace and retirement, till one wretched 
day, I diriefted my fteps towards the 
fea fhore, and a fatal curiofity made me 
contemplate the imall ifland on the other 
fide, which feemed the moft beautiful 
place I had ever feen. As I was looking 
about me, I obferved an old man fifh- 
ing in a balon or boat, clofe to the 
Ihore, laughing very heartily to himfelf# 
I was very curious to know the caufe of 
his extraordinary mirth, which I found 
proceeded from his fport. He was filh- 
ing for a fmall filver fifh, frequent in. 

H 4 thefe 



15^ SIAMESE TALESrf 

tkefc ftas, and as foon as he caught one 
of them, fell into a violent fit of laughter. 
It was not many minutes before he per- 
ceived me, when he fell into another fiv 
and rowing the boat afliore, made figns 
ibrmeto enter. I hefitated at fin% but 
curiofity and the old man's good humour 
gotthe better of my fears. I had no fooner 
entered the balon> than he fet to rowing as 
liard as he could,, though without Ipeaking 
a word he laughed niore heartily than ever. 
I grew very uneafy at this behaviour, and 
begged he would land me on the ifland 
again, but he only continued his laughter^^ . 
At laft I grew fo enraged, that I attempt- 
ed to throw him overboard, but found 
he was fixed immovable to the feat, fb 
that he orfy ridiculed my exertions. I 
would now have jumped overboard my- 
felf, but I found my feet fattened to the 
boat ', I was juft going to look at the fa- 
cred fcroU, when he landed at the fmall 
ifland, and I found myfelf impelled by the 
power of magic to follow him ; we at 
length came to a palace of black marble, 
where we entered, and afcended a flight 

of. 
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of ftone ftcps, to a large room filled with 
a great number of lights, where feveraf 
young men were feated at a table drink- - 
ing wine j and finging lafcivious fengs ; 
one of them arofe on my entering, and^ 
made me fit down next him, Thef-ma, . 
(laid he), you are welcbme to the palace 
of the genii Mal-mouc, to whom all the 
riches, honours, and the pleafures of life 
belong] how long haft thou been.fiiut- 
fi^om enjoyment in the ifland of Pulo— - 
fang? He now filled ' me a* goblet of'" 
wine, and after making me drink, led me ' 
to a magnificent room, in the middle of 
which was a bath, whofe' waters exhaled" ^ 
the moft delightfiil perfume; A number' 
of fofas wereplaced round Tti-on^Avhich:- 
were laid the moft ftmptuous. apparel, . 
You muft bathe yourfelf here/- erred he, 
and then I will ftiew you the wonders of 
the palace. He now ^ left me attended 
by a fervant, who dreft me in a veftof 
filver embroidery,^. and pfoftrating him- 
fclf, exclaimed,' . long' liveThef^ma, the 
favourite of the genii Mal-mouc, for 
whomJionour and preferment is dcfignedl- 

H 5, Th© 
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The young ftrangcr now returned, and 
conveyed me to another room, the fides 
of which were filled with ingots of gold 
and fifver bars, a large coffer in the mid- 
dle was filled with the fineft diamonds 
ever fcen, and fcveral others contained 
pearls, emeralds, rubies, and amethyfts. 
A black eunuch flood at the entrance, 
'whqbowed to me continually,and repeated • 
long live Thef-ma, the favourite of the 
genius Mal-mouc, for whom the riches of 
the earth are defigncd ! After letting mc 
contemplate for a few minutes the won- 
ders of this place,, he led me to another 
apartment, in which were a hundred beau- 
tiful females, drcft in the gayeft attire ; one 
of them more beautiful than the reft, met 
me at the door, and invited me to enter, 
when they threw over me the fweetefl 
cfiences, and prefented me nofegays of 
fiowcrsr She who had firft noticed me,* 
led me to a fofa, where I was hardly 
feared, when I heard a found of voices, 
and four young _ women entered the 
.room bearing a palanquin, on which 
lay a beautfid female, with a chaplet of 

Fofe* 
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rofes on her head, and a filken pagne of 
light blue embroidered tvith gold, about 
her waift:- but I had hardly gazed 
on her a moment, when they paflfed oil ta 
an inner apartment, and one of the fe- 
males returned, laying, the fair Achama- 
fouri invites the ftranger Thef-ma to 
partake with her, the pleafures of the 
banquet. I immediately obeyed, for 
during all this time I had no opportu- 
nity of confulting the magic fcrolk 
When I entered, I found the beautiful 
Achama- fouri feated at a tables ihe 
fmiled at my approach, and I feltun- 
Ipeakable rapture, when flie invited mf 
to fit next her, but when ihe took my 
hand, I became infenfible to any ftnfation 
but love J ftie difcourfed with mc on my 
former fituation, my banifliment from 
all that fweetens life, and how much bet- 
ter my mind was fuited to love than fo- 
litude i Ihe filled me the goblet, at inter- 
vals, and I became drunk with wine and 
pleafure. While we were enjoying our- 
felves, an Invifiblehand placed on the ta- 
ble a difh, which contained a human head 

H 6 fevered 
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tiered from the body, covered ^ith Uoodv 
I trembkd at the fight, and the cnchan- 
trefs feemed equally uoeafy?, and endea«- I 

voured to divert my attention from it as, 
much a$ poffible,. however ia a few mi- 
nutes it difa{^ared> whc^n. fhe refiimed: 
her gaity. I took an T>{^rtuni^ while 
Achama-ibi^ri was finging, to look at: 
the fcroll, when I beheld, in large letters^ 
the word difcre^don, and underneath thet 
following fentence. i 

** Fly from the power of tcraptatton." 

f had almoft refblved to quit the ban« 
quet,when the enchantrefe who difcovercd 
the magic fcroU fiiatched it from otyhand*. 
** Thes-ma," cried flie, •' the favourite 
of the genii Mat-mouc, for whom the- 
greatcft beauty of the earth is dcfigned>. 
know that this fatal fcrolt alone ^pre- 
vents aH the pleafure the genius defigns, 
you. It IS not permitted to me to deftroy^ 
it without your confent, but at any rate"' 
cried flie, '^ fct me tear ofF thefe words 
from the top/* I hefitated at her requcft,, 
when ihc appeared quite chagrined and 

difcon^ 
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difconfolatc, and put the fcroU into my 

band, faying, " alas, I perceive you da 

not love me, this fatal fcroll will not. 

permit me to detain you any longer 

adieu, Achama-fouri refigns her pov/er. 

I felt only more enraptured at this diC- 

courfe, and intreated (he would not judger 

fo hardly of me. ^ To convince you,** * 

feid I,^ " how much power the charms o£^^ 

the fair Achama-fouri have over- Thes-*^- 

ma, take the fcroll, and tear off the wordst. 

which offend you.'^ Her countenance; 

brightened at thcfe words, and (he tore 

off the. word difcretion^ and the fentence- 

•^ Fly from the power of temptation.'* 

After this, my mind felt\ very much re- . 

lieved, and I prefently loft all recoUeftion 

of my fears. After paffmg feveral hours 

with thC'feir Achama-fouri, I enquiied- of 

her by what means I might attain dji 

that the genii promifcd. ** You muft^ 

follow me'* cried the beautiful enchan^ 

trefs, " and be filcnt>** She now took. 

a candle in her hand, and led me to an 

inner room, the door of which was made 

of brafs^ fhe opened it^ and I followed 

mto 
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into a little room, in the middle of which 
was a brazen flatute, on a pedeftal ; two 
large brafs candlcfticks, and two incenie 
pots flood before it, from which white 
columns of fmoke afcended. The ftatue, 
as I advanced, nodded its head, and I 
trembled with fear, for theenchantrefs had 
left me to myfelf, and I knew not what 
to do ; at laft the ftatute, (poke as fol- 
lows t ** Son of Ka-fab, the will of 
Mal-mou€ is fubfervient to thy wiflies, 
ipeak thy mind. " Tell me, I befeech 
diee,'* cried I, " how I may attain the 
chief honours in the ifland of Pulo-feng." 
*' It is enough," cried the ftatue, •' you 
have only to tear from the magic fcrpIJ 
the word humility, and caft it into the 
pot of burning incenfe, and then to wifli 
yourfelf at home." I obeyed the in- 
ftruftions given me, and in a moment 
found myfeljQ not at my cave, but in the 
ftreets of the capital city of Pulo-fang, 
dreft in thjc habit of a talapoin. I bcgaft 
now to fuipeft all that had paflcd was a 
dream, when I was met by one of the 
officers of the courts "fon of Ka-fab,'* 

cried 
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cried he, " I have been fecking you; the 
mandarin Mapak who knew your father's 
wifdom and worth, is defirous of raifing 
you to honour and diftindlion, you muft 
come with me." I haftcned to the divan, 
and faw the chief mandarin, who con- 
firmed wTiat the officer had told me. I 
was imnaediately dreft in ^ rich b/ocaded 
robe, and invefted in all the dignities 
of a mandarin of the third order. I 
began now to think the genii would 
faithfully perform his promife, and my 
heart became elated with the profped: 
before me. Each day feemed to cftablifh 
me the more in the favour of the manda- 
rins,- and each night increafcd my ambi- 
tious hopes. Mapak had a daughter 
called Jedi-ka, or young diamond, who 
was fairer than the morning, and gentle 
as die lamb which feeds on the plains of 
Lacencevan; but at this time pleafurc 
alone engaged the thoughts of Thes-ma, 
my feraglio confiftcd of the greatcft beau- 
ties of die iQand. 1 gave fumptuous ban- 
quets and entertainments, and wallowed 
in voluptuoufnefs and diflipation. The 

word 
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word difcrction had been torn from the 
fcroU, and I felt no pain from rcfleftiom 
This way of living could not, however, 
laft long, my debts increafed to an alarm- 
ing degree, and I was threatened with 
imprifonment. In my anxiety, I wifhed 
to be at the idand of the Magicians, and 
found myfelf before the brazen ftatue. 
I explained myfituationiwhen I received 
for anfwer, ^* Tear the word honefty 
from the magic fGroll,retum to Pulo-fang, 
and truft to the inventions thy mind fag- 
gefts.'*^ I prefently underftood the in- 
terpretation of thefe wordsj and wifliing 
myfelf at home, went to the treafury, 
from whence I took as much as I wanted. 
As I was under-treafurer, I was not in 
the leaft fufpefted, the good old pianda- 
rin left every thing to me, and would 
hear nothing to my prejudice; at laft the 
king demanded anaccount of the monies 
which had been exhaufted in the laft 
three years, when I was called upon by 
the chief mandarin to render an account. 
I offered inftantly to execute his com- 
mands, but as it happened to be a day 

of 
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©f general fcftivity, he would not permit 
k till a future time. In my agitation of 
Hiirid, I wished to be at Pulo-confo, and 
ffiutting my eyes, found n^yfelf, wh^n I 
opened them again in the temple of the 
genii Mal-mouc, before the brazen fta- 
toe, which I called upon to aflift me. 
It anfwered, ** tear the word gratitude 
from the magic Icroll, and foijon the 
mandarin Ma-pak. **I fhuddcred at thcfe 
words, and I prefcntly found myfelf 
conveyed to the palace of the king of 
Pulo-lang. I looked at the magic fcroll^j. 
and read the following words r 

"It is not yet too late to return from error.'*' 

Happy would it have been for me to have* 
owned my tranfgreflion^ and to have truft- 
ed for pardon ta the generous Ma-pak,. 
but my pride and fhame would not allow 
me, and I came to the horrid refblution 
of murdering my benefa£bor s but in my: 
anxiety, I wifhed once more to confult 
the genii, for I fcund I could not bring 
myfelf to mix the fatal draught. In a- 
pioment I found myfelf before the bra- 
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2cn ftatuc. '* What !" cried the genii) 
•'does Thcs-ma faulter ? wretch ! if thoa 
wouldft tafte the promifes of Mahmouc, 
tear the word pity from the magic fcroU, 
and throw it into the pot of incenie at my 
feet." I flood trembling at this com- 
mand, unwilling to obey, till at laft the 
ftatue lifted his arm in a threatning pof* 
tui^, and 1 threw the fragment into the 
flames; immediately the whole tem« 
pie was filled with fire, and a dreadful 
clap or thunder Ibook it to the bafe. 
I now found myfelf at Pulo-lang and 
haftened back to fupper, when I mingled 
poifoh in the cup of the mandarin, who 
was the next day to furnifh the account 
to the king his mafler. Ma-pak drank 
my health and expired. I immediately 
went to the palace and reported the fud- 
den death of the mandarin, at which the 
king exclaimed, ** then what I fufpefted 
is true, and Ma-pak was unworthy of my 
love. I was pleafed to find the impref^ 
fion which was made on the king's mind 
and did not hefitate to infinuate that the 
mandarin hadpoifoned himfelf to avoid an 

enquiry 
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enquiry irtto iris conduft j befides whichi 
1 reprcferited with all- the art I could, 
that the unhappy Ma-pak had men- 
tioned his fears of detedtion to tne> and 
that I had irequendy advifed him not to 
^aw forth the large Aims he had taken 
from the treafury, ** I Ihould have dlf» 
covered every thing to my royal matter,** 
laid I, *' in a few days, and have by me 
^ laipge hm of money deiigned to be 
given to a favourite female, but I was 
determined to referve it until I could in- 
form my matter of his perfidy." " Young 
man," cried the king of Pulo-fang, •' you 
are, I believe, honeft and faithful, and 
the father's virtues are ttill vifible in the 
fon, thou only art worthy to fuccccd to 
the office of thy venal predecefJbr." I 
was now nearly arrived to the fummit of 
my ambition, and returned to the palace 
of the dcceafed mandarin, with an elated 
mind, where I found the lovely Jedi-ka 
inf tears. I endeavoured to confole her, 
but in va^in, flfie only re^rded me with 
a kind o^ preternattiral imprefTion of my 
guilt 5 he» beauty had, however, inflamed 

me. 
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mc, and the next thing. I did was to pro^ 
jcft her ruin. I was well a0ured flic 
eould never love, me, for her heart was • 
engaged to a young mand?,rin^ of much 
worth, and who loved her in: retunii I 
refolved, therefore, ta confuk the genii 
Mal-xnouc, and wifliing for his prefence^ 
found mvfelfat the feet of die brazen fta^- 
tu€, who Ipokc thefe words : '^ The ge* 
nii Mal-mouc. iS' thy friend,.but it is the- 
enchantreis Acha-mafouri who has th€' 
power to, beftow on Thes-ma the com->* 
pletion of his wilhes*-" I now entered the 
roomof the fair enchantrefs, who I fovrnd- 
&ated on. a couch, in an c legant undrefs# 
** Thea-ma," cried flie, " 1 know thy 
will, but at. prefent have not the power 
to grant it, thou muH- firft make thyfelf ' 
king of Pulo-fang,.and the reft fliallf ol*- 
low." Pleafcd- with, the fmiles and 
friendfliip of the enchantrefs, I mquiredi 
in what way I could accomplifli that de-- 
fign. *^ There are a number of thet 
mandaribsV cried, flie, " difafFefted, you 
Eiavc only to liften to their com|)laintSt 
and. to promife them, redrefs,, and you 

wiUl 
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'Will find many friends ; you need not fear 
of fuccefs, for it is written in the book of 
jfatc, that Thes-ma fhall be king in 
Pnlo-fang. 

" Good heaven/* cried Nang-fa, at this 
:part of the hiftory of Radab, ^^ where 
will.thc villainies of the wretched Thes- 
ma have an end.^ " Alas/' returned the 
fair Soum-kii, "it is difBcult to fay where 
the crimes of thofc who once permit vice 
to take root in their heart, will flop, 
Difcretion is the guardian of the human 
jnind, and while we truft to her, her 
power'is a magic nothing can deftroy, un- 
lefs we forfake her, "but," continued 
Soum-kii, " I will proceed to-morrow in 
the melancholy hiftory which I have bc- 
gun."* 

The next day Nang-fa begged of his 
/inftrudlrefs to indulge him with 
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*' ELATED with joy," cried Thes- 
ma, " at the words of the cnchantrefs> I 
wifhed, and found myfelf at Pulo-iang. 
A few days ieeoied to <^n to me a 
profpeft of fucccfe. A difafFe6ied man* 
darin offered to put me on the throne of 
Pulo-fang^ if I would reftorfc his friends 
from diigrace and baniflxment. I readily 
accepted' thefe conditions, and he found 
means to mingle poifon in the fruit whicb 
came to t&e cable of tbe king. There was 
no fucceflbr t<f the crown^ and the imjuft 
mandarin, by extoUing my viro^es, 
and rcpreftnti.^ it as chc wifh of th« 
deceafed king, managed fo well that 
I was fhordy invefled in the regal 
dignities* The wretched Jedi-ka alone 
negle6bed to pay me adulation; ima- 
gination prefented me the clue, however, 
to bring down her pride and rcfcrve j a 

few 
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few nacmths only pafled before I gJive or^ 
4ers to the mandarin wjio had murdered 
the king, to imprifon her lover, and find- 
img that neither my fituation, or my at- 
tention availed me any thing, 1 now prc- 
fentcd to her liie confequence of her re- 
fiftance to my will, but (he remained in- 
flexible, and only loaded me with the moft 
fcvere aocufations. Asit wai? thecuftom 
in this country never to enquire into the 
motives of the fovereign, I ordered her 
unhappy lover before me, furrounded by 
eunuchs, who were ready, at command, 
to pour down his throat the 6ttal draught. 
Jedimka trembled at firfl:, at the engines of 
death prefented to her view, but ftill her 
virtue fuft^ined her, and (he refufcd to 
fubmit to my will. My orders were now 
put in execution, and fh^ was conveyed 
to the fcraglio, whither I had die bafen^ 
to follow her, and triumph over her 
mifery. In my ungenerous exultation, 
I feized her in my arms as flie lay on the 
fofa, but found I embraced a Itfelefs ftatue. 
Doubting not but that it was tlK efie& 
pf enchantment, I wiflied (o be jonce 

more 
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more before my guardian genii, and toxm 
found myfelf in the temple, tten 1 
defired the brazen ftatue to reftore to 
animation the beautiful Jedi-ka, but it 
anfwered, there is oneivord yet left on the 
magic fcroU, repentance^ to fulfil thy wifli, 
it is required that thou Ihouldft throw 
into the pot of burning mcenfc the rem- 
nant of the -magic fcroU ; a thrill of hor- 
ror run through my veins at this com* 
mand, but rage and difappointment 
prompcd me to x>bcy i I threw in the 
fcroll, when a blue flame afcended with 
a rumbliixg noiie, the temple (hook, 
and the ftatjue fet up a hideous howl, 
and the good genius Sommona Codom 
appeared brfore me. Unhappy wretch ! 
. cried he, favoured as thou waft with the 
precepts of thy holy fether, and the 
words of truth on the fcroll, you have 
impioufly deftroyed ; there is no pardon 
for thee ! thou haft thyfelf torn off the 
f^red word repentance. The evil genii 
to whom thou haft liftened, and whofe 
delight is to torment mankind, has the 
power to prcfervc to thee thy being 

and 
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and thy riches -, on thy throne therefore 
fhalt thou be fixed for ever ; but thy life 
ffaall be curfed ! Infipid and taftelefs fhall 
be thy food ; fleepkfs (hall be thy days 
, and nights j and, to add to the horrors 
bfthy /ituation, the body of the fair 
Jjedi-ka and her lover, with the good 
mandarin Ma-pak, (hall lie near thee, and 
in the ftlU fcafon of the night, (hall upf- 
braid thy cruelty ; a pefKferous air (hall 
encircle thislfland for feven years, which 
(hall dcfb-oy every thing that has life, 
and all thofe who are pre(umptuous 
enough to remain on this accurfed (pot ; 
thus (hall no living creature come near 
thee, nor (hall thy puni(hment end, un- 
til the moment when heaven reftores |o 
fife the innocent Jedi-ka, her father and 
lover j hence, wretch! and receive the 
reward of thy crimes ! At thcfe words 
I found myfclf in this palace, fixed by 
magic on this throne, where I endure 
without intermi(non the fevere pangs of 
remorfe, and the upbraidings of the virtu- 
ous Jedi-ka, who nightly awakes to utter 
her complaints-'' 

i The 
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. The king of the defolate ifland now con- 
cluded his hiftory, when Radab calling 
his eyes on one fide, beheld the good Je- 
di-ka ftretched on a bier, with her father 
^nd her. lover by her fide, and in the tUr 
mult ,oC hi? heart exclaimed, " curfed 
ambition and miftaken pride! if thefc 
are . thy wretched confcquenccs, let Ra- 
dab blcfs heaven in gratitude, and re- 
turn to Banfac fafe in humility, and bleft 
with the favoyr of Sommona Codom." 
As. he fpoke thefc words, he obferved 
the following fentence written on the bier. 
" The enchantment of thcfe bodies will 
not eDd^ till a ftranger who delights in 
hpipility, Ihall Inatch the magic fcroll 
from 'the pot of burning inccnfe, in the 
palace of the genii Mal-mouc/' Ra- 
dab, whofe \iC2iTt felt convinced pf the 
lovelincfs of humility, after attentively 
reading the. charaders before him, en- 
quired of the king of the defolate ifland, 
the way to the ifland of magicians, of 
which being informed, he haftentd to the 
fea^ftiore^ and falling on his knees, im- 
plored the proteftion of heaven s Aiddcnly 

a bird 
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a bird ffcw near him, and let- fall a ring, 
on which he foUrid engraved, the vford$* 
« Sommona Codbm," Radab did not 
doubt but the ring was poffeflcd of tl\e ta- 
lifmanic power to refift magic^ an^ \t be- 
ing low wlater,.|)affed over to ; t^e temple of 
Mal-mouc, when the. cuffed inhabitants, 
with the enchaiitrefs Acha-?mafouri fled 
at his prefence, and he entered untnolefted 
the fmall temple, Sj^hdre he faw the bra- 
zen ftatue. Radab, who had kept ynftiak^n 
in his virtue, put his hand fearlefsly into 
che pot of burning incenfe, and with-- 
out harm he drew fortt a remnant of 
the magic fcroU on which the word re- 
pentance was written j the brazen ftatue 
now fell tp . the ground with a dreadful 
craflij the elements were on fire, the 
earth • quaked ,- and in* a moment the 
aftoniflied Radab found Himfelf in the 
palace of the king of the dcfolate iflandj a 
bright refulgent cloud inftantly defccnded, 
and the good gcniu3, Sommona Codom 
appeared, and thus addreffed the trem- 
bling Thef-ma. . " Thy punilbment 
is ijow at an end, and the enchantment 

I 2 of 
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of thofe youthou^tmiirdered^cliflblved. 
Adore then the providence which has 
prefenred dice;' for know^. die gen- 
tle JecU-ka difcovered thy defigns to poi- 
fbn her father, and countera&ed its 
effefts with a falubrious draught, which 
though it could not prevent him from 
being to appearance dead, ftill preferved 
the vital warmth dll the power of Mal- 
mouc fliould end, die fame liquid fiie 
contrived to mbc in the bowl prefented 
to her lover, while her own innocence 
and virtue were proteded by heaven, who 
caufed her to be changed to the form 
of a lifeleis ftatue/' At thefe words 
Thef-ma fell on his &ce in wonder and 
aftonifhnlent, while Jedi-ka, her father^ 
and lover, were reftored from the power 
of magic, the fame as when they be« 
came firft inchanted. " Go," continued 
the genius to Thef-ma, " and atone for 
what is paft, by the repentance of your 
life, and acknowledge the mercy of hea- 
ven that would not let the fon of the wor- 
thy Ka-&b be loft for ever. 

The 
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. The good genius now turned to the mer- 
chant ; " R adab, niy fon," cried he, " fincc 
thou haft virtue and humility enough to 
withftand the vanities and temptations 
of riches, thy mind is fuited to ehjby 
profperity, it will be a blefling to thee i 
return home contented : give • to the 
needy: aflift the opprcfled : follow virtue 
and be happy : fo fhall thy reft be a 
fweet flun[iber, which ihall bring thee to 
eternal blifs." 

With tktfk words the genius di&p- 
peared, leaving Radab to contemplate 
with delight the ways, of providence; 
but his happineis was beyond exprefiion, 
when he found himfelf once more among 
lis fiunily in die city of Ban-fac. 

Nang-fa feemed very much affefted with 
the hiftory of Thef-ma the king of the 
defolate ifland. '* I perceive now, (criicd 
he to the talapoinefs), .** the truth of the 
precepts you would inculcate ; there is, 
indeed, no happinefs when the heart be** 
comes tabted witli vice." " It rcfem- 
Ues" returned Soum*kii, <'a dileafe 
wluch with gradual ft:eps deftroy^ and 

1 3 waftes 
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waftes the body. Every day brings thc^ 
unhappy patient nearer to difToIutioii. As 
the body at times fcek frefli vigour,' and 
ihort. intecvds of health, fo does the 
mind * habituated to vice, at moments 
e3q)erience the prcfencc of the good 
principle, which rekindles the. heavenly 
fpark of reafon in . the htCB& j the. voice 
of religion is then diftihdly heard, calling 
the mych-favoured wanderer.to repent- 
ance and to peace. Happy are thofe who 
^did die fummohsi and Who .ftfget 
die miferies of fin^ in die fblace-of fiftoe;'' 
."' And yet," interrupted Nang-&^ ^^ thofe 
are are llill happier, who by z conSiadt 
and regukr acieado'n to tfhedutks loCte^ 
ligion^ efcape the angiiiflilof an^Tsd trdn- 
fcierice, and whtf feel hothing. ihkmVxe- 
. ^6Hon ^ biit comfort and approbadon l!^ 
^* Happier, indeed ! " cried Soum-kU, 
^<but the number, of-fiich is fo^lli wfc 
are all liable m mifiakes ; und . he who 
thinks he as not^ commits a crime-is the 
thou^t idelf. Let .us rather da aM in 
olif power to bb good, dnd rimplolie -iht 
affiftance of hcuvento fti eng;dicnr[ .u«( in 
' " ' . i I virtuei 



SIAMESE TALES- 175 

Virtue. But to fhew you how near the 
human heart may approach perfeftion, 
I will relate to you a ftory of a young 
man, who was at Once faithful, generous 
and finccre, who never forged a flander, 
or liftened to calumny ; whole heart in- 
ftrufted him to neglect pomp, refpeft 
the virtuous poor, was above corrup- 
tion, and incapable of vice* 
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THE STORY OF 

ASSOUN, THE CAMEL 
DRIVER. 



THE fui% had fcarce began to gild 
with Its rays the pagodas of Cam-peng, 
when Affotm fct out towards the pbins of 
Laconcevan. The fragrance of the rae- 
\pn and the pine already perfumed die 
air, and the birds of the richeft fea- 
thers difplayed their variegated plumage. 
on the palmeto and the anana. The 
fweet ferenity of nature invited the mind 
of the gentle Affoun to devotion. " O 
jny God," faid he, " how bountiful haft 
thou been to thy fervant; how rich haft 
thou made him in a contented poverty ; 
thouhaft^ in thy gracious goodnefs^dif* 
pofed my heart to rclifh only what U 
fubftantiali the- luxuries of life appear 
inflpid and diftaftefiil to me, and my 
gr^ateft delight is when I crois thefe 

plaia 
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plains to fancy myfclf in thy prefence, and 
to think that thou thyfelf deigned to 
guard and ,watch the moft humble of 
thy fervantsj and yet it muft be fo, elfc 
whence do I derive my chearfulnefs and 
iatisfeftion, A little rice is my food, 
and the pure fpring my drink, but fweec 
is the draught and nourifhing the food 
Ifrhich is taken in peace and love/* 

Aifoun had been left at the age of thir- 
teen to the wide worid, his father, who 
was a merchant, having fpent all he was 
po£fefled of, in gaming and other extrava- 
gances, and at laft died in poverty. His 
Ion fought, for a little time, affiftance 
among thofc who were formerly his fa- 
thers &voured friends i but in vain, for as 
lie was very poor and diftrcfled they only 
treated him with contempt, and drove 
him from their doors. AiToun had re- 
ceived but few of the Icflbns of truth 
firom his father, nor had he ever ftudied 
the facred book of the vinac; but his 
heart was pure and uni|)otted, and his 
natftral diipofition humble and placid* 
He refl$£tc;jd with pain upon the treat* 

1 5 meat 
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ment lie had received, becaufe his ingc*- 
iHious mind cduld hardly Conceive' fuch 
depravity in human nature, for thofc who 
defertcd him had been his father's con- 
ilant companions, had lived on his bounty 
and were cherifhed by the meridian fiin 
of his abundandies. ^ - . 

Thm fituated Afibun - fought a rtirc^ 
from the world in the plains of Laconce- 
van, where, by chance, he ftietan old 
tomel driver. Aflbun offered his fervices 
to the ftranger, who being very ^ged> 
tbck notice of him,and carried him homes 
fo did Aflbun find more humanity and 
friendfbip from a flranger, than among 
thofc who had formerly fe&ftcd at his^ fe- 
ther's^abl*. . . : 

Aflbun continued his journey, gfatc^ 
fully fcnfible of the providence which had 
afTitled him. <* I am more convince^,'' 
faid he, ^* than ever of the gbbdiiefs 4Sf 
the Almightj^. The imp^eflion hast)eeli 
ftrengthened' by every circiimftance df 
itity life, and in bcftowing ilpon me the. 
peace! now enjoy; he hath given me. 
more than riches and honour; Suchw» 
••' • - ^' ^ the 
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the language of Aflbiin, whm- fee re- 
flcdted on his fituation, and cof^tmpkttA 
the mild fercnity around him. 

Aflbun had not travelled far before h^ 
feu in with a ftranger, who wajjs ^Ifodriy-* 
ing a camel, who enquired of him fei$ 
name, and whither he was travelling. ">l 
am," cried Affpuh, the iervant of Baza^ 
rac, the camel driver, and am journeying 
to the city of Tchainat, to difpdfe of my 
mafter's merchandife." '/. Then," crlod 
the ftranger^ " if you will taike my adt 
vice, you will rj^ther go to Talacoan^ 
where I am my felf going s we (hall hav<? 
^ much better marker/' After this the 
ilranger prefcnted Aflbun fonie fruitiwhicli 
he gratefully acceptedi for hi$ heart, w^^ 
d^oid of fufpicion. At laft, howevgr^ 
ibe Granger adkireft h?m as follows-: 
•f Young man, you feem to know but 
little <^ the world, »and therefore arc nof 
feofi!?lc that a much better fituatioa than 
th;it qf a^amcl driver is intended for you | 
by providence. Take my advice. Bar 
zarac is old and ufclcfs, let us put our ad- | 
¥cgture§ together, and Iharc tkc profits. 

.16 Yoti , 
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You Aatt go With mc to the city of 
Skm, where I have laid up riches ob- 
tained in the fame way. I will fccurc 
you from a difcovery ; for Abdcl-kurim, 
the moor, has too much wealth to fear 
any thing from jufKce.*' ASbxm flmrf- 
dered at dicfc words. *• AB th^tt pro- 
.vidcnce defigns/' cried he, « is good, 
nor can I dare to pervertherendsto vice.*' 
^'Ridicidous/' cried the ftranger, "do not 
hcfitate, but aqcept of die good fortune 
in thy reach. «• No," returned Aflbun, 
<' Bazaracb old andhelpfe&, and I wilt 
fupport hiin, rather thandobim wrong." 
^^ Fool," exclaimed die .ftranger, « dien 
take the reward of thy temerity. In re- 
fi^ng my ofier I will poflefs myielf of 
all thy mailer's riches, and punifli thee.^ 
With thefe words he drew a fcymcter 
from his fide, and feized hold of the ten- 
der Afioun, when his arm, in a moment, 
became benumbed, and the weapon fell 
to the ground. «' I feel," ' cried he> 
«* that Aflbun is a ftvourite of the great 
genius Sommona Codom, and that I hare 
naot many minutes longer to live. My 

conlcience 
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confcicncc accufes me of an hundred 
crimes; I dare not hope for pardon j bitf 
thus far I will do towards atonement for 
having aimed at thy life, thou art mafter 
of all the riches of the merchant Abdel- 
kurim^ which you will find on the back 
of yonder camel> but learn to makc^ a 
better ufc of them than I have done/' 
Aflbun^ whofc heart was alive to lenfib^- 
lity, felt very much Ihockedwhen he be- 
held tbt merchant die at his fects he 
however buried him in the ground> and 
then drove on the two came Is .uncertain 
in his mind what to do. " Surely*' 
cried he, ^< this man has left (bme rela- 
tionsy perhaps he has been as forgetful of 
diem, as he has been cruel to me. I win 

T 

cKIpoie of hb ifterchandize, and when I 
return home, will go to his widow, and 
give her all I ihall have gained by 
them/' 

It was not many days before Afifoun 
returned to Cam-peng, with confideraUe 
tkFealth, the profits of his adventure, and 
related to his old mafter all that had hap- 
pened ^ Alasjmy fon," crkd the fage 

Bazarac 
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B^i^arac, ^^ I fear tl^s inoney wIQ do thep 
:n0 good) but go and do asr thou layefl:^ 
for thy intentions arc juft." 
. Afloun now traycUed to Siam, where 
he enquHred after Abdel-kurmi> and was 
,jlbe4n tp aj;ioufe w^here ^.yoiuig woman 
jpR^Ae4 t^ door. '*: Was this/' cried 
Afl^«P>." ^l^c dwelling of the merchant 
Abdel-kurim. " It U," cried flie/' 
.16 he returned from Talacon V ^ « Alas,'* 
<re turned he^i ?* L bring you fad news/* 
jHe now 4ifcovercd to the widow of Ab- 
^cl kurim her hulband's death> when ihc 
jfcreamedout, and calkd her neighbours 
together, ^who had AiTaun fccuredj 09 
fulpiGion of having murdered th? mejr 
cja^^ Unfortun^^ .>aJl tfads. was dpnc 
p quipldyyH that poor 4^<>W had, apt 
time to explain his inteation^^ till he w^J^ 
broq^t before the Maha pmorat> 9r chief 
magiftrate, whoconfidered it merely the 
effe6t *of *fcar. ' It wa;s in,vain, Afloun 
f»^3$eft^^yrits4n^pce^^^ ^9^ w.ould 
^^eUosc therftogr,ihe>mld. They weiy 
oi)ii^fd,ihai^ipier^,ai;*^$r^^^^ fwd 
for.A5,:c«x|cl> drixcf ^Sim^% ^^ f^9^ 

'.: , . ' *r the 
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the in^flfengfcr al-Fiy^jJ at C^m^pefl^, li^ 
^ds iofbitoed thut l^az^rdc had befen dead 
two: day V The MAa Oriiarat, tbmfgli 
almoft conSrmccd of Affoitojs'.giriky.wii 
^9in .imwiiling to feMefice- hm: to death 
«intllhd/had*fiffrfierproof>iWic» a.travcl* 
ler ;.pxio£ented hiiniHf .ibefofd.^thef dlvail^ 
wlko goihg^hrough jtherpbih^^^Lacobs- 
cevah, found. rficMfcj^nfortr -• lying on . the 
groundpaiid) fearing tKe'eaii&.;ncmrl3^ corned 
iip, teacimined Ac ^t> And found tfee 
body of the laierchantl Thcfe circum- 
ftanceswere thoo^fiiffieient^ and Ailbiin 
was condemned to death; :he retired to 
his pfifon^xzonfcious of his Innocence, and 
now addrcflfed hrrafelfin fccret to that be- 
ing who is ever ready to'aflift«the yiftrdl^ 
^^ O my God;,*' krricdl he, ^* haften* once 
more to flie afflftanoe^* of. thy Servant 
ASbmiy w!fcam::dieiuiTaftl)ie&re. deigned 
to gi^aitl'fr^i^^^ ;\wifh€nit thee mf 
S^mh zhdii^&mfii od-bfiik ^tmli tri& thy 
3S^ -irain % 'kke i poivieridf :man!^dg£afi: 

: The ntxt momfaig Aifom . vm itA 
feith to be Immt ^i&Wi anfd ill ^ tpbopb 

'y^...- 1 Oi 
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of Sum run from their houfes tx> behoM 
die hal Q)eftacle. The fiippofed crimi- 
nal was now faftened to a fiakey and the 
flames kindled round him, when a white 
elephant appeared at a diftance, making 
fiiriouflf to the Ipot. No one dared to 
flx>p tlus noble animal/ becaufe being all 
white, they knew he was one of the fit- 
perior genii ; they therefore ML proftrate 
before him, who when he came to the 
place where Aflbun was ded, icattered 
with hb trunk the burning embers into the 
ain The tfemUing muldtade were now 
all eager to unde Affi>un from die ftak^ 
and led him in triumph, crying, «^ long 
life to the good ' Affiiun, whom Nang- 
payee. Chang, the pnncc of wlute ele* 
phants hasprefenred. The Maha Omo« 
rat was now fully convinced of hb in^ 
nocence, ind the king who had. no- 
ticed his humility and gefidene&> com^ 
mandedhe ihoiddl>e broiq^beforcJum> 
and veipiefted to hear Ms ftoiiy, Aflbis^ 
relied with great peripicuity the mann 
ner in which he cime by the riches 
of die mcrcjhant AbdeMtudm^ and ^nt 

plained 
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plained his intentions to the widow. 
' The king himfclf now pronounced him 
not guilty^ and> befides offered to make 
him a mandarin, and to give him a pod: 
near his perfon* *'Alas, fir," cried 
Aflbun, '^ greatneis will only expofe me 
to new dangers^ fuffer me ratherto return 
to the plains of Lacoacevan, and follow 
my former humble, but happy occupa- 
tion. To the poor of Siam I give the 
'riches of Abdel-kurim/' The king afto- 
niihed at what he heatd, confented to 
the wifh of Aflbun, and he once more 
found himfelf travelling along the plains,' 
finging his wonted cfaearful ibi^, or o^ 
fcring up his thanks to heaven. '' Give 
me,'* cried A0bun, •* O Gcri, the con- 
tinuance of thy love^ be near the humble 
abode of thy fervant when he fleeps, and 
when he journeys through the defert, {o 
Ihall no danger come^nigh him, nor evil 
difturbhis repofe." While Aflbun was 
thus engaged, his ears were fhocked widi 
the piercbg cry of murder, and turning 
his eyes on one fide, he beheld a man, who 
4ieJ4 another at his fect^ apd was about to 

plunge 
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plunge a dagger in.fiis boTom^ Afibun^ 
.thdugh a firipltngi interpofed, and held 
immoveable the arhi of t;he zSsJSn, when 
the youth knelt down and kificd his deli- 
: verer^s feiet. Aflbun, . wflcn he had' dif- 
armed the. elder .ftrahgcr, enq\iired into 
the caufe of his cruelty.^ J* This youth," 
cried h^ ** is my nephew, and has, 
^gainft>m)r win,:.cheriflied a pa(fi<»i for 
a young female of infamous character. 
I have often expofis^ated ' with him on his 
Mlj^ and at Uft forbad him to think any 
rinore of hrr, whenthkthotning he afked 
me to take a walk with him, and as we 
•were co^yei-fing together, I obieryed 
i%im draw^ from his fide a dagger, which 
he wt>uid. have plunged into my bofom 
if I had not w«fte3 itfrbm him. I own 
thdt in my paffion I fliould certainly have 
kilkd him if you had not interfered." 
Aflbun now turned ^o the youth, and de- 
fired- to hear what he- could fay in an- 
fwer to thefe charges. " Alas/* cried 
he, *^ I am innocent, he only feeks to 
deftroy me. My father died worth ira* 
tnenfc wealth, which cohits^ to thte man, 
'^ J who 
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who is my pnclc, at ' inj deceafc; Ht 
invited me to ^alk, to execute His crnd 
purpoft-'* AiToun, who^ had not fccn th« 
beginning of the afira^^ msis unwilling to 
give his. opinion, ht therefore^ meeting 
fome more travellers, carried them both 
before the Maha Qmoratv wjica ^difijr 
were heard feparatdy,; but >thc judge was 
unabte to decide who was the aggreiibo 
and afke4 Aifoun what he . thought of the 
l>iifinefs.. "; Indeed fir," cried he,' '^ I 
;kh6w not, ail Ican.^ay.is,thatIfawthect 
tder aboiit to |diu)^ a daggel* in the breaft 
of Ac youhgcn The ofleiiders were no% 
l^roqght before 4he ^king.' hitBfe^,:5;rtio ^wa^ 
jas much in doubt -afc die |ti3ge, ' ^' LctV 
cried he, ** the camel driVer^ Alfiiun^ 
pa&the fentence. AiS>u)i' bowed, and 
ipoke as follows : ** As the eldisr'of thefe 
two held the dagger of the younger^ now 
let the younger, in/etiimi>: draw^ iis fcy*. 
Ineter, and at once ftrike off the head. of 
-his enemy.?*': At stfiis fentence the -youiii 
trembled; and threw himfelf at Jthe fqct of 
the judge, laying,. .**vO fir, kt ihe.not 
flked the . blood .'of my fellow craatprc." 

«' Behold, 
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«' Behold judge," cried Aflbun, " and 
know the agreficn*^ for a thought of mur- 
der never inhabited the breaft of the man 
who refiifes to revenge himfelf of his 
enemy." The whole divan (houted with 
joy at this dedfionj and the elder traveller 
was conveyed to prifon. The king who 
was delighted with the juftice and dif- 
ccrnmenc of Aflbun, offered him one of 
the higheft pofts in the court, that of 
Maha Omorat, which was about to be 
refigned from the extreme sgt of its 
po£kflbn Aflbun coidd not help being 
fomewhat attrafted by the ofier, and he 
yielded to the temptation. " I will ac- 
cept," cried he, " the honour my Jung 
defigns me." 

The upright Aflbun had not iat long 
on the feat of juftice, before a poor man 
named Camki, came before him, with a 
complaint againft a great mandarin who 
had ftolen away his only daughter. A 
day was a{^inted for the parties to ap« 
pear, and the mandarin order^ to attend, 
he took care, however, previous to the 
Qmcy to (end Aflbun a large fum of mo- 
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nty, to give judgment in his favour. 
?* Tell your matter" '' cried the Maha 
Omorat to the lervant of the mandarinj 
'^ that he fhall difpofe of the daughter 
of Cam-ki at his will^ but let him attend/' 
The cruel mandarin was elated at this , 
news^ and on the day fimed^ the old man 
made his complaint in court. After the 
witneifes were heard, and the guilt of the 
mandarin eftabliihed beyond doubt> 
Ailbun arofc9 ^^d ipoke as follows: 
'^ It is my ientence that the mandarin 
ihall difpofe of the daughter of Cam-ki 
at his win :'* The whole divan murmured 
at jtheie words, until Aiibun added. 
For he ihall either by the laws of Siam 
die ah opprobious death, or he ihall grant 
to the daughter of Cam-ki his eftates, and 
reftore the child to her parent. Mandarin, 
on thy will depends the choice/' The 
divan now ihouted with joy, and due 
reparation was m^ldetothe injured. <'I 
gave thee my word" cried AfToun to die* 
mandarin, " and I have kept it i my duty is 
toafllfl the defign of hcavenxto bring good 
from evil j I promifed diat thou Ihouldfl 
difpofe of the daughter of Cam-ki at thy 

will 
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.will J therefore the bribe I rccei\rdd ftaH 
change its nature into that of a donadoit 
to the poor. 

It had been the puftom of the rich 
mandarins of the court of Siam^ to ad- 
vance monep ac-gf ear intcreft to the poor 
merchants, and ^ predecefiR^s of Af- 
foun had all. of tiicm^ftrichcd the trea- 
fury of ' their maftc^r* by thofe means; 
the king was. thercfori^ very mtich fur- 
prized to find thai after two years peace^ 
his finances had not been much increafed. 
*'How is it, AiToun, ^' that with thy 
prudence and. virtue 'thou hafl: not en- 
riched diyfelf afad thy king ?" " You 
miftake, fir," crittd Affoua, X have % fxio^ 
invalil4ble jewel to pfefent, feWom found 
in the palaces <rf princes, it is called^/^- 
JatisfaStion that ^l^ finances are not im- 
proved by the miieries of the poor ! - 

The heart of •'Aflbun had ever ' been 
infenfible to flander, nor would he ever 
liftcn to the reports which wounded the 
reputation of the abfent. Of this no- 
blenefs of difpofition, he very foon gave 
a proof. A young 'mandarin had been 
rq>refcnt^ to the king as an enemy to 

the 
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the government, and .was accordingly 
imprifoned and brought before the di- 
van to anfwer the charge. Nothing 
however appeared agaihfl: him like proofT* 
The kingwas notwithftanding implacable" 
afid turning to Aflbun, he faid, " What 
doft thou thiek of this mad ! does he not ' 
defervepunifhment?" *^I think*' returned' 
Aflbun, *^ he has enemies, on that account 
rather letthe king of Siam fupport than 
crulh him/* 

A formidable wemy foon after ap- 
peared againft Aflbun himfelf, A &- 
vourite of the fcraglio had for' fome 
months drawn largely from the public 
treaf^iry^ to fupport her extravagancies, 
till ihe was checked by the prudence of* 
the M^^Omorat,'who refufcd to fup- 
ply her any longer, and reported her con- 
du6t to the king, who at firft approved 
the cecQnpxny of his treafurer, but the 
beautiful Acha-ibtra, had too much art 
not to prevail againft him. She rcpre- 
fcnted to the kli^, that his treafurer had 
appropriated to his own ufc the monies 
he had accufed hex of having drawniforth, 

end 
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and to fuppoit her charge, had bribed an 
old eunuch to fwear to the iums he had 
rtceive.d on her account, which fell very 
fliort of what Aflbun had charged hf r 
with. 

The king was now convinced of her 
innocence, and the Maha Omarat ar- 
rcfted, by his order, and brought btfore 
die divan. Afibun, confctous of his in- 
tegrity, appeared compofed and c(^e£led, 
the evidence was, however, ftrong againfl: 
him, and his friends even began to think 
him guilty, when juft* as fentence was 
about being pronounced, he defired to 
aft the cruel Acha-fbutra a queftion, 
which was permitted him. " Doft thou 
♦* not," faid he to her, " Dread the 
moment of thy death." She locked con- 
founded, ^* And doft thou remember,'^ 
added he, " that this day one of thy 
eunuchs prefcnted thee a bowl of fher- 
bet." At theic words the fovourire jof 
the king Mooned away. ** Infamous 
wretch," cried the king of Si am, " haft 
thou poifoned the gentle Acha-foutra." 
At thcfe words the* eunuch conieircd 

Affoun 
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Aflbun had bribed him to prefcnt the 
bowl to his miftrefs, who had now re- 
(covered fronT her fwoon, and looking 
ftedfaftly at the king, faid calmly, '* I am 
rightly puniihed, arid fhall foon feel the 
efFcfts of a juft revenge/ for know At- 
foun is innocent." The divan exprefled 
their joy at this confeflion, and the king 
felt afliamed of his want of forefight. 
Aflbun then addrefling the faK>urite, faid, 
" Thy fears have anfwered my purpofe, 
and thy confcience has made thee dread 
a moment not yet near, for know that 
what thou didft receive from the hand of 
thy flave wa^ not poifon." " Excellent 
youth," cried the king, ** how has thy 
wifdom defeated the defigns of thy ene- 
mies." He now intreated the gentle 
Aflbun to forgive him> and to accept the 
honour of which he had been deprived. 
I fliall mofl: willingly," cried AflToun, 
forget all that is paft, but though I have 
been guilty of no crime to my king, I 
have committed a fault that deferves pu- 
nifhment, Affoun has permitted himfclf 
to be tempted by greatnefs, and this is the 

K fentence 
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If ntence which he paflei on hioi&i^ that 
be he exiled to the plains af Lacimcevan.** 
Soon as the &ir Soum-kii had finlfhed 
the ftorjT of Aflbun the camel driver^ 
a Ibund of foiEt mufic was heard in the 
air^ and a beautifbl female defcended in a 
cloud to the garden in which the yo^ng 
mandarin wai$ feated. '^ The time is 
now arrived" cried Soum-kii, *^ when I 
niuft leave thee to thyfelf. The great 
geniuS) Sommona Codom experts me. 
Be good, diat thou mayeft be happy, and 
if thou art at any time in doubt or fear, 
pronounce but my name and 1 will appear 
to direft thee ; at prclent it is necefiary 
that I Ihould go, to correft, with my 
JcflTons, the heart of the prince of Cam- 
boya, which is cruel and vindiftivc; 
yours, I believe, I can now truft/' Nang- 
fa could not help fticdding tears at her 
departure, but after having kiflfed him 
aflfeftionately, Ihe afcended in the cloud 
yith her attendant genius, and when in 
die air, let fall a golden fcroU, on which 
was written the following : — 
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Be modefl ^nd humble, that you may be loVed 
and refpeded'. 

Apply to ftudy, that ye» mfij be admired and 
applandtd. 

B^ emiiloai to rxc^l* bi^t not ettvioa». 

Prudence fweeteos refleStioo. 
. Fortitude is the friend of difficulty. 

Be temperate that you may enjoy health, and 
bejievplent that you may be happy. 

Be grateful and difer^et^ and your good fortune 

fitall upt ^nip. 

All good comes from God. 
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THE 

PRINCIPAL MAXIMS 

QF THB 

TALAPOINS, 

TXANSLATED FKOM THK 

SJj4MESE. 

1 Kill no man* 

2 Steal not* 

3 Commit no impurity. 

4 Drink not any intoxicating liquor. 

5 Glorify not thyfeif, faybg thou art arrived at 

fan6^ity. 

6 Neither fit, nor ileep in a place fo high as 

that of your fuperior. 

7 Draw not water in a place where worms are 

engendered* 
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8 Lend not oat to afary. 

9 Eat not exceflively. 
xo Sleep not too much. 

I z Judge not thy neighbour, this is wicked. 

12 Twinkle not with your eyes in fpeaking^ and 

look not with contempt. 

13 A ulapoiu who thinks one thing and Ipeaks 

another, fins. 

14 A talapoin who fpeaks evil of another, fins. 

15 A talapoin who covets another's eftate, fins. 

16 A talapoin who reviles the earthy the wind 

the &rt or water, fins. 

1 7 A talapoin who excites jqnarrels, fins. 

18 A talapoin who glorifies himfelf, faying, lam 

the Ton of a mandarin, my mother is rich, 
fins. 

19 A talapoin who boafts of being more learned 

than others^ fins* 

20 A talapoin who jderides any one, or rails at 

him, fins, 
ai A talapoin who goes to the temple to pray 

when in enmity with another, fins. 
ai A talapoin who covets gold or filver, fins. 



FINIS. 




